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Physician Assisted Suicide: Policy Alternatives

Abstract

    Physician-assisted suicide is perhaps the most divisive and controversial issue facing the healthcare industry today.  With an over 65 population which is expected to double by the year 2018 and recent advances in medical technology allowing one’s death to be postponed and, physician-assisted suicide is an issue that will be re-visited time and time again.  At both ends of the physician-assisted suicide issue spectrum are stakeholders who desire a peaceful dignified death for terminally ill patients yet have fundamental differences of how this is to occur.  Stakeholders at end of the spectrum argues that physician-assisted suicide should be authorized while the other says that palliative care until the patient’s death is the answer and under no circumstances should physician-assisted suicide ever be authorized.  This paper provides an overview of the physician-assisted suicide issue; reviews ballot initiatives of several states of the United States of America, judicial decisions made within several states to include the U.S. Supreme Court, and legislative actions made at the state and federal government levels; identifies the stakeholders of the issue; outlines the arguments of each end of the spectrum including a discussion of each argument’s efficiency, efficacy, and equitability; and, provides a final recommendation.  
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