March 2007
Dear Parents,

Happy almost spring!  I hope that it arrives soon.( It’s been nice having some daylight when I drive into school in the morning!  I am writing to update you on a few very important happenings in our classroom for this month.
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[image: image2.wmf]One new piece of news that is causing some excitement in the class is our initiation of our research project on the National Parks of the United States.  I think that this will be a great way to highlight the wonderful geographic features of this country and to reinforce the research process. Since we need to gather materials and information early, we will be picked out parks this week.  This will enable us to send off business letters to our individual parks and give them time to reply.  We will be waiting for these materials to come in before we begin the research!

For this part of the process I am asking for each family to send in a stamped business envelope next week and possibly a donation to the specific park to cover their costs ($2-5 in check form not cash). This donation could help cover the costs in mailing many materials to the students, but is not required. This is just a suggestion since the park service funds have been cut recently and would show that the students are serious about their work.  It is not a problem if you choose not to make a donation. 

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]Many of you are probably wondering about the time frame for this project and what will be completed at home.  Here is a projected timetable to help answer your questions:

· March
· Write business letters to parks requesting materials.  They generally take 3-6 weeks to reply.
· (Not required but suggested) start collecting materials from other sources and store in folder at school so if you find information on any parks you can send it in for the student who is doing that park. We will be using the National Park website for doing a lot of our research but they can start familiarizing themselves with the site www.nps.gov 

· Mid April – mid/end of May: begin research note-taking and complete report writing. A Majority of this work will be done at school (students may take some work home if they fall behind).
· May: The students will complete the poster board following the criteria presented. This part of the project will be completed at home. You will need a tri-fold board (typically foam core or cardboard) so it will stand on it’s own for the presentation.

· Late May or early June: We will present our posters and give Virtual Tours of the parks in the Multipurpose room.  Each visitor will receive a Parks Passport. They can get it stamped at each Park they visit if they can answer questions from the presenter about information they displayed or communicated.  It should be a wonderful way to spend an hour or two.  We will get the date to you as soon as it is set!
Another important date is for you to put on the calendar is the Long Composition portion of the MCAS that will be on Tuesday March 20th. The three days of the Language Arts tests will also take place starting on Friday the 23rd that week and into the following week, so make sure your child will be in school that week.(  I hope this letter has been helpful in keeping you all up to date on the happenings. 









Sincerely,

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please sign that you received this letter 





____
Questions?





















____________________
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