“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 
This is from the Declaration of Independence, the document on which our country was founded. 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

This is the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America.

“I pledge Allegiance, to the flag, of the United States of America, 

And to the Republic for which it stands, 

Once Nation, Under God,

With Liberty and Justice for All.”

To pledge allegiance, especially to a country, is to give it everything that you are. If I give everything to something, I would like that something to fulfill its promises to me. It has failed to do so. The Constitution is the law of the land, and the Bill of Rights protects the land’s citizens. I am guaranteed the right to my beliefs, but not everyone has been given these rights. Muslims are tormented, ridiculed, spied upon, and killed, every day. But why is this? It is because they are Muslim. They do not believe what our country wants them to believe. Therefore, they are wrong, or so the country would have you believe.


The Nation of Islam has endured a lot of pain because of their beliefs. On February 21, 1965, Malcolm X was shot, because he was an activist for African Americans and Muslims. Why was he shot? Because he was Muslim. After September 11th, 2001, many Muslims were killed or threatened because the terrorists followed Muhammad. Many were afraid to go to school, because the kids picked on and harassed them, can you guess why? Across America, many people believe that the guy down the street, whose name they can’t pronounce, is a terrorist, or is related to one, or knows one just because he is Muslim. In Massachusetts, mosques are being wire tapped because terrorists could attend worship there. Could imagine if you had your house watched 24/7 because your fifth cousin twice removed knew a guy in college who had a girlfriend that was the niece of a guy from the same country as one of the terrorists? Sounds a little ridiculous, doesn’t it? Its to be expected when, Television evangelists Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson said that liberal civil liberties groups, feminists, pagans, homosexuals, and abortion rights supporters bear partial responsibility for the terrorist attacks on the USA because their actions have turned God's anger against America. That’s just great. OUR CHRISTIAN LEADERS ARE TELLING US THAT GOD KILLS PEOPLE BECAUSE SOME OTHER PEOPLE AREN’T CHRISTIAN. 
We have been in a war against Iraq for nearly four years. Up to that point, Iraq had never hurt an American citizen, never threatened to do so, it hasn’t even threatened to threaten an American citizen. We are there for no other reason than that they are Muslim and the people who attacked us were Muslim, no more, no less. 
I don’t know about you, but when I place my hand over my heart every morning and recite the pledge of allegiance, I am giving myself to my country. We are a nation, under God. God gives every human their right to Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness, every human. By the time I finish the pledge, I am reminded that we are hear to preserve the freedoms, the liberties of all. 
