Thinking of A PERSON …

and therefore of persons …

· of parents who give poison to their children and take it themselves because one cannot face life any longer

· of thousands ending up maimed for life or dead because of a war created ultimately by a greed for or mismanagement of power

· of people appealing for help for surgery/treatment to save their lives

and of thousands of others who cannot even make the appeal

and accept the inevitable as "God's will" or as “Karma"

· of families who virtually end up on the street 

trying to take care of a loved one who fell ill

· of people who disappeared from the land of the living because they took humanity for granted

opted to think differently

were ordinary people like "taxi drivers" without security around them 

happened to be exercising their rights, be it on a pedestrian crossing 

found those set apart to care for them busy with other things

· of fisherfolk in Iranavila trying to stop the erection of a Tourist Complex 

only to find that what matters is not ‘the people’ but OTHER people

· of farmers in Moneragala, Hingurakgoda and elsewhere

finding that the land belongs not to them but to others & multinationals

· of a new generation being educated to believing that

"Glucolin", "Meat Balls", "Timotei", "Johnnie Walker" etc. are what matters

· of children ending up as child prostitutes or drug addicts

because there are others ready to make money "does not matter how"

· of all the hassle an ordinary person lacking influence & power has to go through 

in order to get some little thing done

· of a country where a mere 10-minute observation of behaviour on the "road" 

provides a clear idea of what the "dominant culture" is

· of "decent", "intelligent" & "religious" people

finding sufficient justification to throw true values overboard

· of people who should at least be "shocked" about these and aren't

· and also of people who cannot but "ignore what goes on around them" 

because of personal circumstances, because of the fear of being killed,

or because there is a real risk otherwise of illness, both mental & physical

· of a people and of an era

when one feels powerless to change the course of events

· of a thousand and one similar facts, and of possible root causes

· and yet

HOPING that
in the year ahead

we may be able to take just one extra step

guided by the REAL TEACHING of TRUE LEADERS

among whom we count the PERSON
being thought of especially during this Season

