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By the Book!
There she stands!

On November 11, 2004 – Veteran’s Day – I was honored to play a small role in the third annual flag retirement in Sterling Heights. It was a day that really made me stop and think about the sacrifices made by the men and women who those flags represent. To me those flags were more than pieces of cloth and symbols of our nation. Those flags represented all the good that our nation stands for. It is just as important to give honor to those flags as it is the veterans we honored on that day. Most of those flags never saw war as they flew over local businesses and residences. However, they do represent those flags that fly over our military installations around the world. They represent those flags flying on our naval ships, painted on our tanks and planes, and worn proudly on the sleeves of our fighting men and women.

Special thanks go out to retired Inspector Dennis Witulski for preparing for the ceremony and for his participation in providing an honorable rest for these flags that were worn out as they flew above our land. Thanks also to the crew of Engine 3 for coming by to represent our department and to provide a hand to Dennis. Thanks also to those in our community who love their nation and love their flag. 912 flags were honorably retired on the evening of November 11th.

There is a song by Michael W. Smith titled There She Stands and I quote it here as my tribute to our flag, our country and our fighting men and women wherever they are stationed. 

When the night; Seems to say
All hope is lost; Gone away
But I know; I'm not alone
By the light; She stands


There she waves; Faithful friend
Shimmering stars; Westward wind
Show the way; Carry me
To the place; She stands


Just when you think it might be over
Just when you think the fight is gone
Someone will risk his life to raise her
There she stands


There she flies; Clear blue sky
Reminds us with red; Of those that died
Washed in white; By the brave
In their strength; She stands


When evil calls itself a martyr
When all your hopes come crashing down
Someone will pull her from the rubble
There she stands


We've seen her flying torn and tattered
We've seen her stand the test of time
And through it all the fools have fallen
There she stands


By the dawns; Early light
And through the fight

She stands 

PS - If anyone is interested in seeing the video of this song I will have it with me this as I go out on rounds this month.
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Strange but true!

This from England.

Steve Milch. A milkman in Cornwall,  was on his rounds one morning when he noticed smoke coming from a shop. The shop had apartments above where people were probably sleeping. He immediately called 999 (the British equivalent of 911) and then proceeded to take matters into his own hands. He took the milk from his truck and began opening bottles and pouring the milk onto the fire. The fire was pretty much out of control by time the local volunteer fire department made it to the scene. He is credited with saving the eight adjacent shops and all the apartments above the stores. His biggest concern was explaining to his boss what happened to 320 pints of milk. He didn’t need to worry much as in January 2000 he was named Hero Milkman of the Millennium by the England National Dairymen's Association.

Ten Commandments:
Minnesota style
1. Der's only one God, ya know.

2. Don't make that fish on your mantle an idol.

3. Cussing ain't Minnesota nice.

4. Go to church even when you're up nort.

5. Honor your folks.

6. Don't kill. Catch and release.

7. There is only one Lena for every Ole. No cheatin'.

8. If it ain't your lutefisk, don't take it.

9. Don't be braggin' about how much snow ya shoveled.

10. Keep your mind off your neighbor's hotdish.

[image: image4.png]



Quotes to live by!

I would rather live my life as if there is a God, 

And die to find out there isn't, 

Than live my life as if there isn't, 

And die to find out there is.
A moth-eaten rag on a worm-eaten pole

It does not look likely to stir a man's soul,

'Tis the deeds that were done 'neath the moth-eaten rag,
When the pole was a staff, and the rag was a flag.
~Sir Edward B. Hamley, 1824-1893

The flag of the United States has not been created by rhetorical sentences in declarations of independence and in bills of rights. It has been created by the experience of a great people, and nothing is written upon it that has not been written by their life. It is the embodiment, not of a sentiment, but of a history. 

~Woodrow Wilson 
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Things to do!

Firehouse Miniature Golf
Pidgeon Forge, Tennessee
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I found this place on the main street running from Pidgeon Forge to Gatlinburg. Above I pose with some of my new friends. 

And in the next shot you can see some of the course. In the background is an interesting shopping center with an old time Main Street, USA feel to it.
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The final word

There She stands!

At the beginning of this issue I quoted from a song titled There She Stands about our nation’s great symbol, our flag! But there is another symbol that stands for what many Americans believe, and that symbol is the Church, the Bride of Christ. And despite all that has happened in our nation over the years, still She stands!

Just as our flag stands for freedom, liberty, justice, and truth – so does the church of Christ. 

The flag stands for those who gave their lives so we could be free, the martyrs of our national heritage – so the church stands for those who gave their lives so we could be free to serve and love God.

The flag stands for the most high ideals upon which our nation was founded – the church stands for the love of God in Christ, the highest of all ideals. 

Nations and groups try to tarnish the image of our flag, drag it through the streets and cause physical harm to it – so it happens to the church.

Some feel that freedom and liberty are free of responsibility and the cost that was paid for their freedoms. They tarnish the reputation of our nation from within and from without – and so it happens to the church.

As the song quoted earlier in this newsletter:

By the dawns; Early light; And through the fight; She stands
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Upcoming Event
Don't forget that Friday December 10th is the annual chili cook-off and retiree luncheon. Remember to pass this date on to all your retired friends.
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That’s all for this issue!

Keep safe out there!

And may you and yours all have a safe, happy, blessed Christmas season and a wonderful New Year!
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Y

ou can now read the newsletter online at my chaplain’s web site. Current and past issues are now available online. Here is the address:

http://www.geocities.com/chaplainrik
Then click on the link that says:

… Read some of my papers here.

[image: image13.png]



	All articles are the original work of Chaplain Rick Horn unless noted otherwise. 



	Do you have a joke or story you would like to share with the department? Send it to me by e-mail so I can share it in the next issue of this newsletter.

	Contact me:

Home: 586-977-1415

Pager: 313-840-1463 

E-mail: revrik@yahoo.com

Sterling Heights Fire Department

Chaplains Newsletter

41625 Ryan Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314-3945




Serving the men and women of:
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Through The Flames
































On the lighter side!
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