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By the book – Heroes!

On the lighter side – A song parody for you.

Quotes to live by – On heroes.

The final word – When is a hero not a hero?

Check it out! – Newsletter available online.

Upcoming Event - Memorial ceremony honors those lost in Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks
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By the Book!
Heroes!

In the book of Hebrews there is a chapter dedicated to heroes of the faith. This chapter lists those through history who could be included in God’s Hall Of Fame. 

It is too long of a chapter for me to quote in full but let me share some of the highlights with you.

Noah is listed in this chapter. As we look back in Genesis we find that Noah was a righteous man who obeyed God. Yet we read that after he left the ark he planted a vineyard and ended up getting drunk.

Abraham is the father of the nation of Israel. When promised that he would be the father of a nation and still remained childless he took his wife’s servant to bear him a son instead of trusting God to provide. 

Joseph was a great ruler in Egypt but before that he was a young son who was a bit of tattletale and full of pride. Even after he matured he made sure to give a fright to his brothers when he met them years later, just to get even a little bit.

Moses is the one who led the people out of bondage in Egypt to freedom in the promised land. Yet he also was not perfect. He had an anger management problem. It first appears when he kills an Egyptian guard and runs for his life and manifests itself several times over his lifetime. 

Rahab protected the Israelite spies when they came to do reconnaissance. Did I mention she was a prostitute! Yet she is included in the roll call of heroes.

Or there is Samson who slew many Philistines yet let his lust for a woman be his downfall.

King David is well known to many as the writer of many Psalms and the slayer of the giant Goliath. Yet he also committed adultery with a friends wife and when she became pregnant he made plans to have his friend killed so he could marry the widow carrying David’s child. 

So why do I point out the blemishes in the records of these heroes in God’s Hall of Fame? These great people, these heroes, with all of their blemishes are an inspiration for all of us. These great heroes of our faith show me that God uses ordinary, imperfect people to do the extraordinary in His perfect plan.

In fact, that is a great definition of a hero – ordinary people who, when the time is right, do extraordinary things. 

Some of our modern day heroes are those who were on that ill fated flight on September 11, 2001 who met their maker in a Pennsylvania field. None of them were super heroes. There was nothing special about any of them. Yet when Todd Beemer said those now famous words – “Let’s roll!” – they did something courageous in their last minutes of life. 

Some other heroes are those crazy guys running into a burning skyscraper when others were running out, the brave fire fighters of New York at the scene of the air crash at the twin towers of the World Trade Center.

So why do I devote this issue of the newsletter to heroes? The answer is found in the opening verse of Hebrews chapter 12.

“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us”
Who make up this great cloud of witnesses? Those who have gone before us laying out the path for us to follow; those who set the pace for our race; those who encourage us by their actions. The great cloud of witnesses are those ordinary people who when the need was there did extraordinary acts. 

My prayer for each of us is that we will not so much seek to be heroes as much as that we live to be ordinary people willing and ready to step up to life’s challenge to do extraordinary things.
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Believe it or not, as a chaplain I do not spend my spare time listening to hymns and Gregorian chants. In fact my musical tastes are quite varied.

The other day I was listening to a favorite, old, heavy metal band I grew up with and my mind began to spin as I came up with new words for an old favorite of mine. As you read the words below get the tune of Iron Man by Black Sabbath in your head.

(My apologies to our female fighters but Fire Man fit in better with the tune of the song.)

Fire Man

I am Fire Man!

Is this guy a joke

Loves to breathe in thick black smoke

When others turn and run

He kisses fire just for fun

A loud truck big and red

Heavy helmet sits on his head

Grabs his halligan tool

Runs into fires like a fool

When the alarm sounds

Feet are running as they hit the ground

Climbs a ladder high

I would bet he can even fly

Everyone loves him

Watching his engine speed by

Everyone needs him

There he goes waving good bye

As we go to sleep

Over our village his watch does keep

When a flame breaks out

He’ll give chase and make it rout

Everyone loves him

Watching his engine speed by

Everyone needs him

There he goes waving good bye

When his day is done

He goes home to have some fun

Gets a lot of rest

So next tour he can give his best 
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Quotes to live by!

From Spiderman, the movie:

Peter: Hey Henry, you’re getting tall.

Aunty May: You'll never guess who he wants to be?
Peter: Who?
Aunty May: Spiderman!
Peter: Why?
Aunty May: He knows a hero when he sees one. There are too few characters out there hanging around like that, saving old girls like me. Lord knows kids like him need a hero. Courageous self-sacrificing people, setting examples for all of us. 

Everybody loves a hero, people line up for them, cheer for them, scream their names, and years later they tell how they stood in the rain for hours just to get a glimpse of the one who told them to hold on a second longer. 

I believe there is a hero in all of us, keeps us honest, gives us strength, makes us noble… Finally allows us to die with pride. Even though sometimes we have to be steady and give up the thing we want the most, even our dreams.
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Some people say that fools rush in where angels fear to tread. I believe that it is heroes that rush in, not fools.
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The final word

The old advertisement asks the question, “When is a hero not a hero?” and then gives us the answer, “When it’s a sandwich.”

This past summer I was vacationing in our usual spot in Florida when I came across an ad for a new sub shop. The name of the shop caught my attention so I decided to go and try lunch at Firehouse Subs. 

Well, the food was great and so were the surroundings of the shop. It was decorated in diamond plate and dalmation and the walls were covered with pictures and equipment from the local fire department.

I thought that there chili was one of the best I ever had and their sauces were tasty yet zesty. With a menu that includes such favorites as Chief’s Salad, American-LaFrance Sub, Firehouse “Hero” Sub and others you will surely find something you love. Don’t forget to order your sandwich “fully involved.” Wash down your sandwich with a Pepsi product “from the hydrant.” And when you head out buy a bottle or a gallon of their famous hot sauce.

As I checked further into the company I discovered that the founders are brothers who are fire fighters from Jacksonville, Florida and they wanted to share their love of good food with others in a theme restaurant with which they were familiar – the firehouse kitchen.

What is most unfortunate is that for now you can only get a firehouse sub in the 8 states of the southeast US – Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Texas.

Their web site promises that “coming soon” you can order Firehouse Sub merchandise including their famous hot sauce.

So why do I mention this sub shop? Well, if you vacation down in the south east you may want to look them up. And who knows maybe some day one of our retirees may be interested in opening a Michigan franchise!

For more information visit them on the web at:

www.firehousesubs.com
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That’s all for this issue!

Keep safe out there!

And a hearty salute to the heroes and heroes at heart of our department!
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Y

ou can now read the newsletter online at my chaplain’s web site. Current and past issues are now available online. Here is the address:

http://www.geocities.com/chaplainrik
Then click on the link that says:

… Read some of my papers here.
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Memorial ceremony honors those lost in Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks

The public is invited to an upcoming ceremony in remembrance of those lost in the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

The ceremony, hosted by the Sterling Heights Badge of Honor Society, will be held from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 11 at the Best Western Sterling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke.

The attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and Pentagon in Washington D.C., along with the crash of a hijacked aircraft in Pennsylvania, killed more than 3,000 civilians, firefighters and police officers.

The theme for the ceremony is “Let’s remember not to forget,” said Sterling Heights Police Chief Barnett Jones, ceremony moderator.

The ceremony includes remarks from police and fire department representatives, Mayor Richard Notte, Chief Jones, a guest speaker and choir selections.

The event is also co-sponsored by the Sterling Heights Badge of Honor Society and Best Western Sterling Inn.

For more information, contact Community Relations at (586) 446-CITY (2489).
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All articles are the original work of Chaplain Rick Horn unless noted otherwise. 



Do you have a joke or story you would like to share with the department? Send it to me by e-mail so I can share it in the next issue of this newsletter.

Contact me:

Home: 586-977-1415

Pager: 313-840-1463 

E-mail: revrik@yahoo.com

Sterling Heights Fire Department

Chaplains Newsletter

41625 Ryan Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314-3945



Serving the men and women of:
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Through The Flames
































On the lighter side!
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