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Volume 3, Issue 2

A newsletter from the chaplain for the members of the Sterling Heights Fire Department

In This Issue:

By the book – The Bible

On the lighter side – A few chuckles from the chaplain

Quotes to live by
The final word – Memorial Day

Check it out! – Newsletter available online.

Newsletter distribution to change: 

Although the newsletter has been available on the internet for a while, some have expressed an interest in having a personal copy sent to their home e-mail address. I can now handle that request. Send an e-mail to me at revrik@yahoo.com and I will add you to the e-mail distribution list. You must have Microsoft Word installed on your computer to view the newsletter. 

Also I will be distributing the newsletter directly beginning with this issue. 56-hour personnel will have it sent to the station e-mail for posting and all others will receive it in their e-mail at the office.
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By the Book!
The Bible

F

or some it is merely a book. For others it is the living Word of God. Many have a viewpoint somewhere between these two.

What do I believe about the Bible? I truly believe that it is the living Word of God. I believe that it contains much useful information to help me live my life and I believe that it contains much information to help you live your life.

According to the words of the Bible itself – “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

I have written in this newsletter before that the Bible is for Christians what the SOG and SOP are for fire fighters. It is the place to go for answers and direction. It is a book full of wisdom that comes from those in the know. It is full of practical advice based on practical experience.

There is an acronym based on the word Bible – Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. When it all comes down to it, the Bible is the book of how to live this life here on earth as we prepare to live our eternal life beyond the grave.

Maybe you never read a Bible before. Maybe you wonder if it would be useful for you to read a Bible. Let me share these words of wisdom with you:

WHO SHOULD READ THE BIBLE?

The Young - To learn how to live.
The Old - To know how to die.
The Ignorant - For wisdom.
The Learned - For humility.
The Rich - For compassion.
The Poor - For comfort.
The Dreamer - For enchantment.
The Practical - For counsel.
The Weak - For strength.
The Strong - For direction.
The Haughty - For warning.
The Humble - For exaltation.
The Troubled - For peace.
The Weary - For rest.
The Doubting - For assurance.
The Sinner - For salvation.
The Christian - For guidance.

-- Author Unknown
I don’t want to turn this newsletter into an advertising supplement, but there is a product out there that fits in with what I was just writing about and I really think that many of you may have an interest in this product. It is the Fireman’s Bible. Read on if you think that you might be interested in getting a copy for yourself or for a friend or family member who is in the fire service.
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The Fireman's Bible
Broadman & Holman Publishers

"On September 11, 2001, Captain Terry Hatton (called by his fellow FDNY firefighters Captain Man-Hatton) entered Tower One of the World Trade Center. Before advancing into the inferno, says firefighter Tim Brown, Hatton "wrapped his arms around me and said, ‘I love you, brother. Don’t know if I’ll see you again….’" Something happened on September 11, 2001 that changed our perception of firefighters. That’s why children from Maine to Arizona wear tee shirts with FDNY on them. The character, courage, and commitment were there all along. The events of September 11 provided the occasion for these qualities to be clearly seen. Firefighting is one of the most hazardous and stressful jobs the world. Many deaths of firemen come from heart attacks. Stephen Darcangelo, Fire Chief in Mount Lebanon, Pennsylvania says, "stress kills." He says in firefighting "you go from idle to full tilt in a matter of seconds. 

Firefighting is stressful on both firefighters and their families. The Fireman’s Bible is designed specifically for these who serve us all in this high risk role. It contains devotions, prayers, and suggested Scripture readings for a wide variety of occasions. This is a perfect gift for a fireman from family or from churches who want to stand with these who are called to risk so much. Features: code of conduct; where to turn when...; quiet heroism by Charles Colson; rediscovering heroes by Charles Colson; prayers; poems; devotion; what God says about public servants; presentation page; words of Christ in red; ribbon marker; plan of salvation; table of weights and measures; favorite readings from the Bible; summary of the parables and miracles of Christ; harmony of the Gospels; premium bonded leather; gift box."

If this sounds interesting to you, surf into Amazon.com where they are selling it for 30% off the list price. For less than $15.00 this Bible can be yours. They have already sold out and have had to restock once this month alone.
PS – For those family members and friends of the Sterling Heights Fire Fighters who might be reading this article, keep this Bible in mind for a great gift idea for Father’s Day, Christmas or maybe a birthday or even a service anniversary gift.
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Why only one Chaplain in our department:


A rabbi, a priest and a minister all are chaplains to the same fire department. One day, they meet at the fire house to see the new engine.

The priest and rabbi watch as the pastor lay hands on the hood and prays silently.

"What are you doing?" the priest asks.

The pastor looks up. "I'm just dedicating this engine to the Lord's service."

"Good idea! Be right back!" the priest exclaims, running into his church. He emerges with a bulb on a short stick, shaking water out of it onto the engine.

The rabbi stares. "What are you doing?" he says.

"I'm consecrating it with holy water," the priest replies.

"Great idea!" the rabbi says, and runs into his synagogue's tool shed. He emerges with a hacksaw and takes an inch off the tailpipe.
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Quotes to live by!

When you mix training and dedication you're called a PROFESSIONAL 

When you mix compassion and caring you're called a FRIEND 

When you mix bravery and selflessness you're called a HERO 

When you mix all three you're called a FIREFIGHTER.
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The final word

Memorial Day

M

emorial Day! The word conjures up many different meanings. For some it is a day to plant the flowers, tend the yard and then relax in the hammock. For others it is a day of parades, picnics and BBQ’s. 

Yet many of us view it as a day of mixed emotions. We enjoy the parades and BBQ’s and the long weekend. Yet still we remember why we celebrate this day.

Our freedoms in this great country are many, but they were purchased at great cost. Memorial Day is a time for us to remember those who paid the price so we could have the freedoms we so dearly enjoy. 

All too often we think about the soldiers, the sailors, the paratroopers, the officers, and all the other military personnel who have died serving this country – serving us. Yet we also need to remember the others who paid the ultimate price so we could live in safety and good health. 

In the fire department it hard to forget the fire fighters who have given their lives in the line of duty. But let us remember also the EMS technicians, the paramedics, the police officers and all the other public servants who also sometimes pay the price to protect us, to rescue us, to preserve our rights and liberties and freedoms.

This past month I attended a family funeral in West Branch. I made a short side trip up to Roscommon to visit the Fire Fighter Memorial up there. The day we went was cold and cloudy and we were the only ones there. It was awesome to stand there before the memorial in the silence and solitude of the day. I was shocked by all the names that were engraved in the stone. 

When I read the Fire Fighters Prayer it hit me like it never did before as I stood there in the spirit presence of the fire fighters who paid the ultimate price for my safety and for the safety of all the residents of Michigan.

It took me a while to look among the names, but finally I found the one I was looking for. With tears of gratitude in my eyes I prayed as I read this name:


For those who have been on the department for a while, you know the name and you probably knew the man.

For those who have not been on the department for long James Nelson is the only fire fighter who died in the line of duty in our city.

My prayer each day is that the names of no other Sterling Heights fire fighters will be found inscribed on that memorial. When your siren sounds remember that my prayers are going with you.

PS – Don’t forget to send a thank you note or e-mail to Eric Post for his service to our department and to our country.   eric.c.post@us.army.mil

Keep safe out there!
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Y

ou can now read the newsletter online at my chaplain’s web site. Current and past issues are now available online. Here is the address:

http://www.geocities.com/chaplainrik
Then click on the link that says:

… Read some of my papers here.
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All articles are the original work of Chaplain Rick Horn unless noted otherwise. 



Do you have a joke or story you would like to share with the department? Send it to me by e-mail so I can share it in the next issue of this newsletter.

Contact me:

Home: 586-977-1415

Pager: 313-840-1463 

E-mail: revrik@yahoo.com

Sterling Heights Fire Department

Chaplains Newsletter

41625 Ryan Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314-3945



Serving the men and women of:
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Through The Flames
































On the lighter side!
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