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By the Book!
The Passion ...

Passion. It is a word on everyone’s mind these days. It is all the talk on radio and television and in the newspapers and magazines. Men and women talk about Passion at work and at play. What is this Passion? It is Mel Gibson’s latest movie, The Passion of the Christ. 

Passion. Mel Gibson says that passion is obsessive love. What does obsessive love look like? It is the love that makes a woman throw herself into the path of a bus to shove her child to safety. It is the love that makes a man jump on a grenade to save his buddies. It is the love that makes a meek person into a hero.

Passion is more than all of this though. Passion is the obsessive love of God for us, His children. The Bible says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” That is the passionate love of God. And that is what Mel Gibson’s movie is about. 

I had a chance to see this movie on opening night. I went with my wife and seven of our friends. Before the movie there was the typical sounds of people opening candy wrappers and visiting their neighbors. But all that changed the minute the movie started rolling. 

There was a power and a majesty about that movie that moved people, that moved me. Five minutes into the movie and you could hear the occasional gasp or moan or sob, a sound that would stay intermittently throughout the movie. 

Yet these sounds of humanity meeting divinity did not prepare me for what would happen to me next. During the extended scene of Jesus’ scourging I was hit in the heart. As a pastor I was aware of what Jesus went through for all of us. I am familiar with the Scriptures. But I was not prepared for God to hit me and move this knowledge from my head and heart into the depths of my soul.

As I watched the rods and whips cut into the flesh of Jesus, I winced. Not because of the violence of the movie, but because of the sins that each blow brought direct to my mind. With each beat of the rod I saw a time where I let my selfishness get in the way of my love for God and my love for others. With each stroke of the whip flaying his skin I saw each time I let God down by choosing to live my way instead of His way. With each drop of blood I saw how much I, not humanity as a whole, but I as an individual was responsible for each blow that Christ suffered. 

We have the clear vision of looking back at history and we can see that everything that happened to Jesus as He suffered and bled was foretold by the Old Testament prophets. This movie made the words of Isaiah come alive in a new and powerful way. “But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.”

As I watched the beatings, the carrying of the cross, the crucifixion scene all I could think about was He did this for me. As He hung dying on the cross He had a picture of my face in His mind, my name was on His lips. This is the true reality of the passion of Christ that He died for the sins of each and every one of us, not as a mass of humanity, but as individual persons. Your face was on His mind as well as mine. Your name was on His lips as well as mine.

For God so love me that He gave His one and only Son that if I believe in Him I will not perish but have eternal life. 

I don’t mean for this to sound like a movie review but all I can say is go see this movie and be prepared to have your life changed.

... the Resurrection

Although the Passion of Christ is important in the course of human history and in the course of each of our lives, the story doesn’t end there. For if He died and was buried then He was only a martyr. But He conquered death and rose from the grave. He is the only one ever to do this. Yes, the Bible tells us that some have been raised by the dead, but it was always by the power of God working through someone else. This is the only time that God directly raised someone from the dead, Himself. In the movie the Passion of the Christ this is alluded to by one of the sayings that Jesus spoke, “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.”

But why is the resurrection so important to us? Because it is part of the package deal that was offered to us by God. Believe in Jesus, receive Him as your Savior, and eternal life is yours. Jesus told us that, “In my Father’s house are many rooms, if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”

The apostle Paul explained it in his letter to the Romans. Because Christ died for our sins, we are dead to our sins. Because Christ lives forever in righteousness, we also live forever in His righteousness. When we are baptized we share in the death and burial of Jesus and when we come out of the water we share in His resurrection. 

Jesus died for our sins, but then He rose from the dead so we could live with Him and in Him. The gospel narratives end with Jesus going back to heaven with two promises. 

He promised to send a helper, His Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who helps us to live in connection with Jesus while we are alive on earth. The Holy Spirit is God’s power, guidance, wisdom and strength alive in all believers. 

And he left us with a second promise. He left us with a promise to return. He went to prepare a place for us, so that where He is we also will be. Forever!

PS – The movie The Passion of the Christ should still be playing at the time you are reading this. Go see this movie and I think you will be challenged to grow in your faith. I know I was.
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Quotes to live by.

The road to success is not straight. There is a curve called Failure, a loop called Confusion, speed bumps called Friends, red lights called Enemies, caution lights called Family. You will have flats called Jobs. But, if you have a spare called Determination, an engine called Perseverance, insurance called Faith, a driver called Jesus, you will make it to a place called Success. -- Author Unknown

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)

Purpose and passion are intimately entwined with each other. Find your purpose in life and you will live your life with passion.  – Rick Warren

Sometimes we are formed more by what we are missing than by what we are given. Our courage and our compassion are built from pain. – Author Unknown
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Y

ou can now read the newsletter online at my chaplain’s web site. Current and past issues will now be available online. Here is the address:

http://www.geocities.com/chaplainrik
Then click on the link that says:

Read some of my papers here.
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All articles are the original work of Chaplain Rick Horn unless noted otherwise. 



Do you have a joke or story you would like to share with the department? Send it to me by e-mail so I can share it in the next issue of this newsletter.

Contact me:

Home: 586-977-1415

Pager: 313-840-1463 

E-mail: revrik@yahoo.com

Sterling Heights Fire Department

Chaplains Newsletter

41625 Ryan Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314-3945
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Through The Flames
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