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By the Book!

 W

e have all heard and used the word “attitude.” Usually it is used in a sentence such as, “What an attitude” or maybe “Get rid of that attitude.”  Phrases like those make us think that an attitude is a bad thing.

However, having an attitude is not a bad thing in itself. But, having a bad attitude is not good for your self or others. 

There is such a thing as having a good attitude. So, what does a good attitude look like? The Bible gives us the best example of a good attitude:

“Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—
even death on a cross!”  (Philippians 2:5-8, NIV)

Two important things to remember about having a good attitude are humility and obedience. Humility is making a conscious choice to not think of yourself as better than others are. Obedience is a conscious and positive response to authority. 

Having a good attitude does not come naturally. We have to work at developing a good attitude and then we have to think about living by it. What are some of the things we can do to develop this healthy and positive attitude in our lives? Here are just a few ways I have found.

· Remember that you can miss a lot of good things in life by having the wrong attitude. 

· Become the most positive and enthusiastic person you know. 

· Forgive quickly. 

· Spend your life lifting people up, not putting people down. 

· Make the most of the best and the least of the worst. 

· Be cheerful, even when you don't feel like it. 

· Be happy with what you have while working for what you want. 

· Look for the opportunity that's hidden in every adversity. 

· Don't expect life to be fair. 

· Never underestimate the power of laughter. 
· Count your blessings. 

Remember that if you look for the worst in life and in people, you'll find it. But if you look for the best, you'll find that instead.

Have a great attitude!
(The above list was taken from the book Lists To Live By #4 from Multnomah Publishers Inc.)
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From the wisdom of Will Rogers

1. "Lettin' the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier than puttin' it back in." 

2. "If you're riding ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and then to make sure it's still there." 

3. "If you get to thinking you're a person of some influence, try ordering somebody else's dog around." 

4. "After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. He kept it up until a hunter came along and shot him... The moral: When you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut." 

5. "Never kick a cow chip on a hot day." 

6. "If you find yourself in a hole, the first thing to do is stop digging." 

7. "Never slap a man who's chewing tobacco." 

8. "It doesn't take a genius to spot a goat in a flock of sheep." 

9. "The quickest way to double your money is to fold it over and put it back in your pocket." 

10. "Don't squat with your spurs on." 
11. "Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment." 

12. "Never miss a good chance to shut up." 

13. "Always drink upstream from the herd." 

14. "When you're throwing' your weight around, be ready to have it thrown around by somebody else." 

15. "There are three kinds of men:

1. The ones that learn by reading.

2. The few who learn by observation.

3. The rest of them have to pee on the electric fence for themselves." 

16. "When I die, I want to die like my grandfather who died peacefully in his sleep. Not screaming like all the passengers in his car."
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Here are a couple church signs that have been seen in town:

“Stop, drop, and roll DOES NOT work in hell” 

“Firefighters rescue, only Jesus saves”
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Due to state budget cuts for local municipalities, local fire departments may need to get creative in their funding for this year:
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châp’ lînz   kôr’ nƏr

I

 had originally hoped to share in this issue what is happening locally with the fire chaplaincy. However I hate to report that there really is not much happening around town. Detroit is down another chaplain and many cities still are without a chaplain. There was to be a meeting of local chaplains but not enough could be found who were interested in attending. 

When I was in Bible college the only thing we learned about chaplains were that they were in hospitals and in the military. Other than that we learned nothing. 

Since college I have learned that quite a few local police departments have chaplains but they often use their chaplains to work with prisoners instead of with the officers. Until September 11, 2001 most people had never heard of fire chaplains. I know that until I was approached by Chief Childs early in 2001 I had never heard of fire chaplains either.

So what can be done about this? I have decided to approach the chief chaplain of Detroit. He once outlined a dream of his to start a local fellowship of fire chaplains within a one hundred mile radius of Detroit. I plan to follow up on our conversation with him to see what can be done to make his dream a reality.

I also hope to approach a couple local schools of ministry to make our future Christian leaders aware of an area of service that is often overlooked by the church. And if the needs of departments can be matched up with church leaders willing to step up to the challenge I hope that next year I can fill a newsletter with news of what is happening on the local fire chaplain scene.

.  
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Leadership Insight

I

 would like to share some quotes on attitude as they relate to leadership. I hope these will be just as useful for leaders as well as for those who are led.

People can alter their lives by altering their attitudes. 

   William James (1842-1910)

The world is a looking-glass and gives back to every man the reflection of his own face. Frown at it, and it in turn will look sourly at you; laugh at it, and with it, and it is a jolly, kind companion. 

   William Makepeace Thackeray (1811-1863)

We awaken in others the same attitude of mind we hold toward them. 

   Elbert Green Hubbard (1856-1915)

You have two ears and one mouth. God made you this way for a reason.

   unknown author
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Y

ou can now read the newsletter online at my chaplain’s web site. Current and past issues will now be available online. Here is the address:

http://www.geocities.com/chaplainrik
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The final word

Of bunnies and eggs –Not!

The Easter bunny never rose again. 

   S. Rickly Christian (1953- )

A

s I write this I look at my calendar and see that spring is almost here. I think of warmer days, green growth all around, enjoying the nice weather, and another holiday of the church – Easter.

As with Christmas which seems as if it just passed by, Easter is viewed in two distinctly different manners. 

For many people it is a time of family dinners, getting nice new clothes, and of course the baskets full of candy!

Yet to others it is a time to remember and celebrate an important event in the life of the Christian Church. Easter is a remembrance to us that Jesus not only was God come to earth, but that He also died for all of mankind so that we could have a relationship with God and He also rose from the grave so that we too could have eternal life with Him. 

The Bible tells us, “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. (Romans 6:3-4, NIV)

Please keep in mind this Easter that just as with Christmas there is a reason for the season. God bless you and yours and may He grant you a safe and blessed Easter this year!
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Post Script

A

s I have been making my rounds, many have asked me for the location of my home church and it’s service times. For those who are interested here is the information:

Kensington Community Church is a non-denominational Christian church located in Troy, MI at the north-west corner of John R and Square Lake (19 Mile) Roads. 

You are welcome to join us at our weekend services where we present a message that we think will be useful in your daily lives. We meet Saturday evenings at: 5:00 and 6:30 and we meet Sunday mornings at: 8:45, 10:15 and 11:45.

You can also join us Wednesday evenings at 7:00 for a time of worship and Biblical exploration.

To learn more about Kensington services, topics, seminars and programs we offer for you and your family, visit us on the web at:

http://kensingtoncc.org/

Or call the church office: 

248-786-0600
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All articles are the original work of Chaplain Rick Horn unless noted otherwise. 



Do you have a joke or story you would like to share with the department? Send it to me by e-mail so I can share it in the next issue of this newsletter.

Contact me:

Home: 586-977-1415

Pager: 313-840-1463 

E-mail: revrik@yahoo.com

Sterling Heights Fire Department

Chaplains Newsletter

41625 Ryan Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314-3945



Serving the men and women of:
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Through The Flames
































On the lighter side!
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