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A newsletter from the chaplain for the members of the Sterling Heights Fire Department
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The final word – Remember the reason for the season.
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By the Book!

T

his year’s biggest news for our department has probably been the opening of the new Station 1. Yet as nice as our new building is, it is useless for our department unless it is staffed and equipped. What good is a fire station without emergency vehicles and trained personnel? And what good is a fire engine unless it is equipped with the tools necessary to fulfill its function in an emergency? 

The same can be said for those who are followers of Christ. What good are we to the church and to the world unless we are equipped and ready to do whatever God requires of us?

The apostle Paul wrote to a young pastor named Timothy on this very subject. Here is what Paul has to say.  16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

As I look at these words I look to see how much of a parallel there is between what God says and what our SOP’s say. To paraphrase Paul, “All SOP’s are authoritative and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in proper methods so that each firefighter may be thoroughly equipped for the work they are to do. 

The fire department chain of command is there so that we can function as a team. Those with authority over us are there to make sure we are equipped and trained. In the church God has placed pastors and teachers to serve this same purpose. Once more we turn to the words of Paul where he talks about the purpose of building others up and training them so that they will be effective workers. 11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)
So where do you fall in this? Are you a leader? Are you training and equipping those who follow you? Are you in transition moving from minimal to more experienced? Are you able to learn from those who have gone before you and are you ready to pass on what you know to those who follow? Maybe you are still a probie looking to others for direction as you grow in your craft. 

Wherever you are, you are in a place where many in the world have been before. And it is a place where many more will follow. Will you be equipped to help others as they step onto the path of legacy that has been set before us? Are you equipped to do the work for which you are called? 
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You gotta love those volunteers!

O

ne dark night outside a small town, a fire started inside the local chemical plant. Before long it exploded into flames and an alarm went out to fire departments from miles around.

After fighting the fire for over an hour, the chemical company president approached the fire chief and said, "All of our secret formulas are in the vault in the center of the plant. They must be saved! I will give $50,000 to the engine company that brings them out safely!"

As soon as the chief heard this, he ordered the firemen to strengthen their attack on the blaze. After two more hours of attacking the fire, the president of the company offered $100,000 to the engine company that could bring out the company's secret files.

From the distance a long siren was heard and another fire truck came into sight. It was a local volunteer fire company composed entirely of men over 65. To everyone's amazement the little fire engine raced through the Chemical plant gates and drove straight into the middle of the inferno. In the distance the other firemen watched as the old timers hopped off of their rig and began to fight the fire with an effort that they had never seen before.

After an hour of intense fighting the volunteer company had extinguished the fire and saved the secret formulas. 

Joyous, the chemical company president announced that he would double the reward to $200,000 and walked over to personally thank each of the volunteers. After thanking each of the old men individually, the president asked the group what they intended to do with the reward money.

The fire truck driver looked him right in the eye and said, "The first thing we're going to do is fix the dang brakes on that truck!"

If H20 is on the inside of a fire hydrant, what is on the outside? - K9P
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châp’ lînz   kôr’ nƏr

W

hen do you need to contact a chaplain? And when you need a chaplain how do you contact one? I will address these two questions in this month’s column.

I addressed the first question in part in my article that describes what a chaplain does. (see Vol. 1 Iss. 2)

Basically, if there is anything you have going on in your life and feel that you could use some spiritual or moral guidance, call on me as your chaplain. If you feel a need to call on a friend who will listen, call me. I may not always have all the answers but I can help you to find any answers you may need. 

If you need a resource person about life’s issues, give me a call. If your child has a question about God that you don’t feel you can answer, send the question on to me and I will try to help you out. 

If you don’t have a home church but have need of the services of a church, call on me. As a licensed minister I can provide all the services that a pastor can provide. This includes, but is not limited to, marriage, baptism, counseling, hospital visits, and, God forbid, funerals. 

Maybe the best way to sum up the question of when to contact your chaplain is just to say, anytime you feel the need to contact me, then do so. 

So you decided you want to contact me. How do you go about contacting me? I try to make myself available as much as possible. If you see me doing rounds pull me aside and talk to me. That is one of the reasons I do my rounds of the stations is in case anyone feels they want to talk to me.

Another way is to contact me is by phone. There are a number of ways to contact me by phone. Everyone has my business card and on my card is my home phone number. I have voice mail on my home phone so you can leave a message if I am not at home. Remember that I may not get a message until later that evening or even the next day. So if you need to contact me immediately call me on my pager. This number is also on my business card. Both of these numbers can also be found at the end of each newsletter.

Maybe you just want some information and don’t need an answer immediately, then use my e-mail. I usually go into my e-mail at least once a day unless I am on vacation. Just like my phone numbers my e-mail address is on my business card and is listed at the end of each newsletter issue. 

If you lost my business card or need another one or two, just let me know as I always have some on me.  

In case of emergency you can also contact me by reaching your superior officer or the emergency dispatch desk. 

Finally if I am on vacation, I let the fire administration know when I will return and leave instruction for one of the city’s police chaplains to handle any emergency calls until I am back in town. 

In the next issue I will share a bit about what is happening on the local fire chaplain scene.
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Leadership Insight

God creates out of nothing. Therefore, until a man is nothing, God can make nothing out of him. – Martin Luther

If you wish to be a leader you will be frustrated, for very few people wish to be led. If you aim to be a servant, you will never be frustrated. - Frank F. Warren
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Point to Ponder

H

ow would you answer the following question, “If you were to die tonight could you be sure of going to heaven?” Ready for the surprising answer? See me next time I am on rounds.
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Y

ou can now read the newsletter online at my chaplain’s web site. Current and past issues will now be available online. Here is the address:

http://www.geocities.com/chaplainrik
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The final word

December is here already. This year has gone by so fast. As you prepare to put up your holiday decorations and plan your menus for your holiday parties, take a minute to remember the reason for the season. 

It is not called Xmas but it is called Christmas. Even though many have turned this into just another holiday, there is a reason for this season. It is a time of joy and hope for the world as we reflect on Christ and the work He has done so we could have fulfilling lives here on earth and eternal life in heaven when we pass on. 

Even though it is fun to attend and host parties, keep in mind that the joy we get in these parties is a pale comparison to the joy we will one day receive when we arrive for the perfect party in heaven. 

When you give and receive gifts, don’t forget to thank God for the one perfect gift He has given to us, His Son Jesus the Christ. The Christ in Christmas. The reason for the season.

From my family to yours, may you and your loved ones have a safe and happy holiday season, but more important, may you have a blessed and joy filled Christmas!

Chaplain Rick
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A blessed and merry Christmas to you and yours from:

Rick, Kathie, Lisa and Mary Horn

All articles are the original work of Chaplain Rick Horn unless noted otherwise. 



Do you have a joke or story you would like to share with the department? Send it to me by e-mail so I can share it in the next issue of this newsletter.

Contact me:

Home: 586-977-1415

Pager: 313-840-1463 

E-mail: revrik@yahoo.com

Sterling Heights Fire Department

Chaplains Newsletter

41625 Ryan Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314-3945



Serving the men and women of:
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Through The Flames
































On the lighter side!
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