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A newsletter from the chaplain for the members of the Sterling Heights Fire Department

In This Issue:

Upcoming event –  Remember 9/11

By the book – Christian Patriotism

On the lighter side – A few chuckles from the chaplain

Châp’ lînz   kôr’ nƏr – Will return next month

Leadership Insight – Wisdom for leaders and followers



Remember 9/11

Kensington Community Church in Troy is having a service on September 11, 2002 at 7:00pm to remember those who lost their lives on September 11, 2001. We will look to the past to remember and then take a look at the Psalms so we can find hope for the future in God. Kensington is sending out an invitation to all local emergency personnel. Emergency services chaplains will be on hand after the service for those who need to talk to someone or would like to pray with someone who knows what you are going through. Kensington is a “come as you are” church so leave the dress uniforms at home. However, we do request that you consider wearing something to identify you as a member of your department so you can fellowship with other emergency workers. Kensington is located on the northwest corner of John R. and Square Lake Roads.
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By the Book!

This month I have decided to replace my usual article with a look at the influence of Christianity on American history. I will do this by sharing the words of a song by an artist known as Carman. 

God In America Again

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Adams, First Chief Justice John Jay, names synonymous with the spirit of our country. Founding Fathers of the U.S.A.

Over 200 years ago they shook off the chains of tyranny from Great Britain by divine call. Citing 27 biblical violations they wrote the Declaration of Independence, "...With liberty and justice for all..."

But something happened since Jefferson called the Bible the cornerstone for American liberty then put it in our schools as a light. Or since 'Give me liberty or give me death' Patrick Henry said, "our country was founded on the Gospel of Jesus Christ". We eliminated God from the equation of American life, thus eliminating the reason this nation first began. From beyond the grave I hear the voices of our Founding Fathers plead, "You need God in America again". 

Of the 55 men who formed the Constitution, 52 were active members of their church. Founding Fathers like Noah Webster who wrote the first dictionary could literally quote the Bible chapter and verse. James Madison said, 'We've staked our future on our ability to follow the Ten Commandments with all our heart". These men believed you couldn't even call yourself an American if you subvert the Word of God.

In his farewell address, Washington said, "You can't have national morality apart from religious principle," and it's true 'cause right now we have nearly 150,000 kids carrying guns to these war zones we call public schools. In the '40s and '50s student problems were chewing gum and talking, in the '90s, rape and murder are the trend. The only way this nation can even hope to list this decade is to put God in America again.

The only hope for America is Jesus,
The only hope for our country is Him
if we repent of our ways, stand firm and say
We need God in America again

Abe Lincoln said, 'The philosophy of the schoolroom in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next". So when you eliminate the Word of God from the classroom and politics you eliminate the nation that Word protects. America is now number one in teen pregnancy and violent crime, number one in illiteracy, drug use and divorce. Every day a new holocaust of 5,000 unborn die while pornography floods our streets like open sewers. 

America's dead and dying hand is on the threshold of the church while the spirit of Sodom and Gomorrah vex us all. When it gets to the point that people would rather come out of the closet than clean it, it's the sign that the judgment of God is gonna fall. If there's ever been a time to rise up church it's now, and as the blood bought saints of the living God proclaim that it's time to sound the alarm from the Church house to the White House and say, "We want God in America again" 

I believe it's time for America to stand up and proclaim that one nation under God is our demand 

and send this evil lifestyle back to Satan where it came from and let the Word of God revive our dying land.. For Jesus Christ is comin' back again in all his glory, and every eye shall see him on that day. That's why a new anointing of God's power is comin' on us to boldly tell the world you must be saved. 

Because astrology won't save ya, your horoscope won't save ya, the Bible says these things are all a farce. If you're born again you don't need to look to the stars for your answers cause you can look to the very one who made those stars. History tells us time and time again to live like there's no God makes you a fool. If you want to see kids live right stop handing out condoms and start handing out the word of God in schools.

The only hope for America is Jesus,
The only hope for our country is Him 
if we repent of our ways, stand firm and say
We need God in America again
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A "rookie" civilian
A rescue company from FDNY was working a fire in the Bronx. One of the firefighters came out of the building carrying a screaming woman. She was yelling and hollering at the top of her lungs. One of the onlookers approached the firefighter who was carrying her and said, "Fireman, you'll have to be patient with her. This is her first fire." 

The case of the lefthanded fire extinguisher: 
A chemistry lab supervisor/chemical safety officer at a midwestern chiropractic college arranged to have the local fire department conduct annual fire extinguisher training for the college staff. On the assigned day, a crowd of administrative assistants, secretaries, and other college staff members gathered around fire department members as they demonstrated the how-to's of using a portable fire extinguisher. Each staffer was given a chance to actually extinguish a small fire in a pan. One secretary came bouncing up to one of the firefighters, high heels clicking, long red fingernails flashing, and tight skirt hobbling her walk. "Do you have a lefthanded fire extinguisher?" she asked him. Without missing a beat, he looked at her and replied, "Yes Ma'am!" and deftly removed the pin from the right side of the fire extinguisher handle and reinserted it on the left side of the handle! 
(All jokes are taken from various, unidentified sources.)

Batman

Recently my daughter was house sitting for my sister who was out of town. I received a call just after dinner one night and was informed that there was a bat in the house. Not knowing what else to do, I contacted the crew at station 1 for some hints on catching a bat. Here is my list of things that did not work. I dedicate this to the crew at station 1. 

1 – Do not use a fishing net. The bat gets through the large weave of the net. 

2 - Do not use a sword, especially around live electric lights. The lights have a tendency to burst allowing electric current to pass through the sword and into the hand holding the sword. 

3 – Do not use a shotgun, the whole it makes in the wall only lets more bats come in.

PS – Throwing a blanket over the bat did work.
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Leadership Insight

"O Lord, grant that we may not despise our rulers; and grant, O Lord, that they may not act so we can't help it."
- Lyman Beecher
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All articles are the original work of Chaplain Rick Horn unless noted otherwise. 



Do you have a joke or story you would like to share with the department? Send it to me by e-mail so I can share it in the next issue of this newsletter.

Contact me:

Home: 586-977-1415

Pager: 313-840-1463 

E-mail: revrik@yahoo.com

Sterling Heights Fire Department

Chaplains Newsletter

41625 Ryan Road

Sterling Heights, MI 48314-3945



Serving the men and women of:
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Through The Flames
































On the lighter side!
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