2003 SHFD Chaplain’s Easter Message 

Greetings, 

As the Easter season grows closer to us, I felt the need to communicate a special message to all of you. 

I recently posted a question in the Chaplain’s Newsletter and would like to revisit that question in this letter. If you were to die tonight, could you be sure you would make it into heaven? 

This is not a light question meant to create discussion. This is a heavy question and the way you answer is of importance to your eternal life as well as to your life here on earth. This question arouses emotions, both positive and negative. I hope this question also causes you to stop and think about what I feel is an important area of your life, your relationship with God. 

If you were to die tonight
None of us knows the time or date when our earthly existence will come to an end. Yet many of us live as if we can make important choices at the last moments of our lives. When I ask this question of people I am astounded by the answers I receive. Let me share a few of the remarks I have heard. 

“I’m too young to worry about that”  – It is sad that many teens and young people die. Many of us think we have a full life ahead of us, yet we cannot predict the future. Disease, accidents, war, and violence are just some of the many ways that our youth are dying. For those of you who are first responders you know that what I say is true. There is not magic age that will protect any of us from death. 

“I’ll worry about it later in life” – This goes along with the first response about being too young. How many of us will have the chance to be able to worry about things when our last minute of life comes along. Will we even be aware of the moment when it comes? Will we be conscious when we pass out of this world? Will we see the truck that is about to hit us and take our lives? Will we hear that bullet and have enough time to finally think about our eternal life? I really doubt it.  

Could you be sure you would make it into heaven
Again many of us have opinions on this one, but how many of us have the truth? Let me share some of the responses I have heard. 

“I’m basically a good person” – Well, so am I, but how good is good enough to get into heaven? At Cedar Point they have a marker that says you must be so high to ride some of the rides. There is a measure by which all must abide. What is the height of God’s measuring stick? How good is good enough? Are you willing to take a chance that you will measure up? 

“I go to church and live a good life” – Well, I spend time in the fire stations but I am not a fire fighter. If I tried to use that argument I would not get hired at a department as a fire fighter. Besides if it mattered that you went to church, then the question remains, “Which church is the right church that can guarantee your entry into heaven?” 

“My parents are believers so I don’t need to worry” – My dad worked at Chrysler but that would not let me walk into the plant as if I was an employee. Once again, it is not what I do or who I know that will help me. Or is it? 

Your entry ticket
It may not be what I do, but there is something to be said for who I know. The Bible makes it quite clear that there is a way to be sure of entering heaven when we pass from this earthly existence into eternity. 

God does have a measuring stick but it is not based on what we do or how well we lived. When we make it to His throne room, He will look to His Son, Jesus Christ, and ask Him one question, “Do You know this person?” The answer that Jesus gives to the Father will determine your entrance into heaven. This is what it taught in many places in the Bible. There is only one way to the Father and that is through the Son. Jesus is, “the Way, the Truth and the Life.”  

There is no way we can earn heaven, but it is a free gift that each of us can receive. The Bible tells us that, “while we were still out of relationship with God, He sent His Son to die for the forgiveness of our sins so that we might have eternal life.” Heaven is the easiest place to get into and it is the hardest place to get into.  

Let me illustrate. Picture a very wide canyon. We are on one side and God is on the other. Try as we might, we cannot make it across. Some of us may have a better chance than others, but all will fail. You can take a running start but you will fall before you get too far off the edge. An Olympic jumper might make it further than you, but they will also fall short. Evil Kneivel in his rocket powered motorcycle may head even further out, but he too will fail. Yet God is not blind to our trying. He says to us, “Call out to me and I will come and get you.” Yet we keep trying to do it our way and we keep failing. You might argue that maybe if you had a plane you could do it. Did I neglect to mention that the canyon is infinite in its width and length and depth?  

Holding out the hand of hope
If we try on our own we cannot make it into heaven. Yet when we call out to God, He is faithful and will send help. In fact He has sent the help already in the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus paid the way to the Father for all of us. When we call out to God, He will forgive our sins and hold out the promise of hope in the life to come after we leave this earth. Not only that, but God promised us to have abundant life here on earth while we wait for our future and eternal home. I am not talking abundance as in you will have a mansion and three Lincolns in the garage. I am talking about an abundant life where you will have peace that flows from within. You will have love for and from others along with love for and from God. You will have a sense of your true purpose and find that you stop chasing after the things of this world which cannot give true and lasting pleasures.  

How do I get all of this
Just ask. Ask of the One Who is able to grant it to you.  

If you are still reading this letter, I believe that you are thinking about what I have shared and are interested in pursuing God. So how does it happen? Read on.  

Sincerely seek God with a humble heart and admit your need for Him and what He can provide to you now and in eternity. Confess that you have tried too long to do it your way and now you are ready to do it His way. Surrender your will to His will.  

You don’t have to do this in a church. You can do it at home, or next to your desk at work, or even parked in your car. It would be better if you could have someone with you, someone who cares about you and wants to help you along the faith journey you choose to follow, especially someone who already knows Jesus and is assured of their eternal future.  

Now what
After you do this, seek out others who have made this change of life. Seek them in the local churches. Seek them among co-workers or family or friend who have made the commitment to follow Christ. Your spiritual life is a journey and you need companions who can guide you and companions who will walk the way with you. When on a trip it is best to not go alone. If you fall or are attacked on a lone trip, who will help you out? The Bible tells us, “that two are better than one for if one falls who will help him up?” You need people in your life who care about your eternal life as well as your life here on earth. These are people who will watch out for you and help you to grow as a person and as a follower of Christ. 

I care
Why do I share this with you? You might think that it is the job of the chaplain to do so, and you would be partially right in your answer. After all, the chaplain’s area of responsibility includes the moral and spiritual development of the department. 

However, in the last couple years I have come to know many of you. We are beyond being mere acquaintances. God has put a burden on my heart to be the best chaplain I could be for the department. God also put a burden on me to care for each of you. Because I care, I want for each of you to have the abundance life that Christ promises to all who come and follow Him. I also want to be surrounded by friends and loved ones when I get to heaven.  

These are the burdens of a pastor. To care enough for others that he will want to share eternity with them. That he will want others to know the truth that he has been entrusted with. That he feels the call of God to let others know of the hope they can find in Christ both for this life and in the life to come. 

And a chaplain is nothing more than a pastor with a badge. 

May God bless and keep you and all of your loved ones this Easter season and throughout all the year.  

 

 



 

May the Lord bless you, and keep you.
May His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May He lift you and grant you peace.
