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Witch.  Communist.  At first glance, these two words appear to have nothing in common.  However, after one digs deeper, a political meaning can be found.  In their respective times to be called a witch or Communist was instant social, political, and even physical death.  How are these time periods alike?  Arthur Miller draws a similarity in his play, The Crucible.   By using his life experiences, Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible to present the Salem witch trials as an allegory to McCarthyism. 

Arthur Miller is not your typical playwright, however, The Crucible is not your typical play.  Born in October 17, 1915 his family moved to Brooklyn during the height of The Great Depression.  More interested in sports then in school, Miller was a below-average student who failed algebra three times.  Miller, however, calls his “real education” the manual labor he was forced to undertake in order to support his family.  He took such jobs as a truck driver, factory worker, and dishwasher.  After graduating from the Harlem public education system, Miller went to work in an auto-parts warehouse.  His life was subsequently changed after he read The Brothers Karamazov, it convinced him what was his true calling, writing.  Despite his poor high school grades and limited income, Miller was able to attend the University of Michigan on a trial basis, and graduated four years later.  While there, Miller wrote The Grass Still Grows.  Although not his most popular work, it gained him acceptance and critical support while winning many awards.  Shortly after, World War II broke out, and Miller was forced out of action by a previous injury.  As a result, his idleness led to several plays such as his 

first Broadway production, The Man Who Had All the Luck and the development of other plays, including his most famous: The Crucible.


The Crucible is a play about the Salem witch trials during the late 1600’s.  The town is in an uproar over accusations of witchcraft, the prime accuser being Abigail Williams.  Other characters included the skeptical John Proctor, Reverend Parris, Reverend Hale, The Nurse family, and the Putnam family.  The story opens with some local youths dancing in the woods.  They are soon accused of witchcraft.  Shortly after, the town swirls in false accusations of witchcraft based on little or no evidence.  Tragically many, including Procter, die over unsupported accusations. 


Amidst the height of the Cold War and anti-communism America, Miller’s play acted as an allegory for the current issue of McCarthyism.  The term McCarthyism comes from Senator Joseph McCarthy, who often accused innocent people of being communist with out any evidence.  McCarthy can be compared to Abigail Williams, who also made unsupported accusations of her fellow townspeople much like McCarthy. Miller attempted to parallel the recent communist scare with the forgotten Salem witch trials.  John Procter was also like Arthur Miller.  John Proctor was a very skeptical man and is described as having a “sharp and biting way with hypocrisy.”  Similarly, Miller was a prominent critic of McCarthy and was even one of his targets for writing The Crucible. 


Miller used The Crucible to help Americans be aware of the dangers of McCarthyism.  Miller was a true American that helped make clear the legal process of our country: innocent until proven guilty.  As Thomas Jefferson once said, “A true patriot will challenge the government that rules him.”  That is exactly what Arthur Miller did by 

drawing from his life experiences and using them in The Crucible.  He prevented America from being robbed of its freedom.

