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Minutes of the January 2008 Meeting
The monthly meeting of the Chanute Bit & Spur Saddle Club was held January 31, 2008 at the Central Park Pavilion.  President Jim Neely, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. with 11 members present.
In the absence of the Secretary, Kathy Pritzen, Kim Umbarger took the minutes of the January 2008 meeting.  Minutes were distributed via e-mail and at the meeting as well.  Members were given time to read over the minutes.  There was no November meeting and the December meeting was an informal Christmas gathering with entertainment provided by Del Shields.  The minutes were accepted and approved with majority vote.
The treasurer’s report was distributed.  Rodeo account balance is $4,699.23 and arena account balance is $1,105.75.  Treasurer, Kim Umbarger reported we are still waiting to hear from the Neosho County Appraiser as to whether our request for property tax exemption has been accepted.  The treasurer’s report was accepted and approved with majority vote.

New Business

The next topic of discussion was the proposed MEK rule changes.  The results are as follows:


a)  Raise office charge of $5.00, which will be split 50-50 between association and club.  This proposed change PASSED.

b)  Make a new class for age 6 and under with assistance (assistance must be on foot).  Still have the non-assisted age 6 and under.  This proposed change FAILED.

c)  Raise entry fees to $2.00 for all age groups in timed and performance classes (except roping).  This proposed rule change PASSED.

d)  In 6 and under age class, allow children from same family to ride same horse.  This proposed rule change PASSED.


e)  Change youth age groups to same as 4-H age groups.  This proposed rule change FAILED.

f)   Change youth team roping rules to read three (3) loops total.  This proposed rule change PASSED.

After a lengthy discussion, it was moved and seconded to hold a major fund raiser this year (Bull Buck or Rodeo) with David Gant as committee head, other committee members Del Shields and Chris Umbarger.  It was decided to deny the Neosho County Fair Board’s request to use our arena for a rodeo or bull buck.  Members felt it would be hard to get enough sponsorship to support two rodeos this summer.

It was moved and seconded to allow the Kansas Junior Rodeo Association to use our arena for a rodeo this summer, if KJRA should happen to make that request, as Chanute is not centrally located.  Ray Vanderford will be the contact person and will inform us of their decision and date.

Uniontown has formed an Eastern Kansas Timed Events Circuit (EKTEC) and requested to hold 4 or 5 of their shows at our arena.  Their request was approved by a majority vote.  Dates of the shows will be announced at a later date.

We would like to extend a hearty welcome to our new members, Jake and Ashley Beard, Bob & Cindy Zimmerman and their child Zack, John Zimmerman, David Gant and family, and Sue Tucker.  WELCOME ALL !!!!!
2008 Memberships are now due and can be paid to Kim Umbarger at 3210 W. 230th Road, Chanute, KS 66720.  Dues are $20.00 for .00 for single memberships.  We welcome any ideas for increasing membership including trail rides, fun nights, bean dinners, and bonfires.  A Ranch Rodeo was discussed and tabled for another time.

 PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDER NOW FOR THE FEBRUARY MEETING TO BE HELD FEBRUARY 28TH AT CENTRAL PARK PAVILLION.    The club has a lot of things going on this year and would appreciate everyone’s input to help make our club the best!!!
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.
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