
Welcome, Guest
Curious? Join our community!

Members:
Log In

New? Register:
Join Now!

Most Recent Articles
Advertisement

More Cool News View all

Shh! Quiet Bison Get More Sex
The quietest bison bulls score the most mates
and sire the most offspring.

History Repeats: How 2008 Reflected the
Past
For all the talk about change, everything old
seemed oddly new again in ...

Goose Eggs Could Save Polar Bears
A new study finds that a rebounding goose
population could provide eggs to ...
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Bionic Humans: Top 10 Technologies
An amazing array of body parts can be
replicated or restored.
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Conspiracy. Just saying the word in
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Orchards of the
Sun: Solar
Power Springs
Up

How much of the Sun's energy can be harvested? Is solar
truly the most sustainable power source? ...
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Video - The Secret of Golf Balls
Revealed: Dimple Dynamics
Why do dimpled golf balls fly farther and
straighter? Supercomputer ...

Video - Living with Penguins
NSF field scientists learn penguin physiology
secrets in Antarctica. ...

Video - Flying Cars
Paul Moller's flying cars look like UFOs or
vehicles out of the ...
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Why Do I Laugh at Funny Things?
Laughter spreads positive emotions, decreases
stress, and contributes to ...

Trivia & Quizzes View all

Dino Quiz: Test Your Smarts
Most people can tell the difference between a T.
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Magnetic Crystals Are A 'Bacterial Compass', Say
Researchers

2.

2008's Top 10 Coolest Science Gadgets (So, Gifts
for the Holidays You Didn't Even Know Existed)

3.

Engineering Absolved - London Millenium Bridge
'Wobble' Happened Because People Walk Wrong

4.

Where Not To Go - US 'Death Map' Shows Mortality
Hot Spots

5.

Dark Energy 'Stifling Growth' In The Universe, Say
Researchers

6.

Dinosaur Hunters Find New Giant Species In The
Sahara

7.

Why Can't Human Beings Breathe
Underwater?
When you breathe in air, the air travels from
your nose, down your trachea ...

What Happens if You Eat Dog Food?
You can't really know for sure.

Hot Topics View all

Dinosaurs
The subject of blockbuster films, history museum exhibits and
much more, ...

Sex
Sex is about more than just two people, a bed, and a few
aphrodisiacs.

Animal Sex
Homosexuality is common. Monogamy is rare. And the animal
kingdom is full ...

Quiz: Know Your Celtic Myths
Of the thousands of stories of the ancient Irish,
how much do you know?

Environment Quiz: Test Your Nature
Knowledge
Global warming is old news by now, but how
deep is your knowledge of the ...
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Even with the recession, people are doing their holiday shopping and ads are playing a big role in
steering them toward one product versus another.

A new theory suggests how the ads can work on our unconscious mind to spur purchases.

Scientists have long known that when we see a product repeatedly, our initial response is to want
that object, and then after lots of visual exposure to the object, through advertisements or other
means, our preference for it dwindles.

Now cognitive scientist Mark Changizi of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York thinks he
knows why this phenomenon occurs. The bottom line is we're rational creatures, at least in this
case. And the unconscious mind is constantly weighing the cost of attaining an item against that
object's value or benefit.

His theory is detailed in a recent issue of the journal Perception.

Changizi gives an example of how the process worked in our earlier evolutionary minds: Say you
saw a "shiny object" flit by in the forest. Your preference for that object should increase, because
the fact that you saw it means you might be able to grab it. But if you were to notice thousands of
these shiny objects just lying around, your desire for it would plummet. The thinking goes, with so
many lying around, the object must not be too valuable or else others would have hoarded the
objects for themselves.

All this cost-benefit analysis happens unconsciously. And advertisers can cash in on this animalistic
tendency of ours: By flashing ads of a product, advertisers can make our minds think that product is
easy to get, and thus worth the effort of trying to get it.

Changizi's theory also explains why advertisements that don't reach our conscious brain work best.
Basically, our conscious mind and its conscious judgments can butt in and override any unconscious,
and more animalistic, programs.

"When you consciously see [the object], then the judgment about how easy it is to get is both on
the basis of this guttural animalistic thing but also on your conscious judgments," Changizi told
LiveScience.

For example, advertising that takes the form of apparel branded with companies' names, and
products strategically placed in movies and television shows, often goes unnoticed by consumers,
capitalizing on our brain's cost-benefit mechanisms.
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10.10.08  | by Leonard David
Lunar Lander Challenge Back On
The on/off switch for the Northrop Grumman Lunar Lander Challenge is
now in the "on" position. It now will be held at the Las Cruces ...

10.09.08  | by Leonard David
NASA's Mars Science Laboratory: Blastoff in 2009...or Slip City?
Tomorrow, a NASA decision may be forthcoming on the cost-overrun
and highly complex Mars Science Laboratory (MSL) mission. Will a
decision be made to ...

09.20.08  | by Leonard David
Lunar Lander Challenge - Problems Curtail October Competition
The space grapevine was a buzz late last week - looks like the Northrop
Grumman Lunar Lander Challenge at Holloman Air Force Base in New
Mexico will ...
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Environmentally Friendly New Jet Planned
The 'easyJet ecoJet'  would emit 50 percent less
CO2 than today's newest ...

Scientists Get Closer to
Center of the Earth
A new technique pinpoints
Earth's center of ...

Scorching Summers in Store
for Mediterranean
Summers in Mediterranean could
become ...

Animals View all

Young Lizards Dressed For Success
Mother side-blotched lizards know best when it
comes to color patterns in ...

Mysterious Bee Deaths Linked to
Pesticides
Scientists seeing if chemicals are
responsible for honeybee ...

Huge Bird-Like Dinosaur Discovered
Scientists unearthed a gigantic bird-like dinosaur
that weighed as much as ...
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Model Predicts Mob Behavior
Prototype models how people behave in
emergencies and crowd ...

Cheap Lamps Made with Aluminum Foil
Our lives may soon be lit by skinny panels
made of aluminum ...

Spam King Gone, Spam Rolls
On
The arrest of a spam kingpin
does little to deter ...
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Meet the HP ProLiant DL385 G5
The HP ProLiant DL385 G5 server helps reduce resources
and lets you manage systems-or collaborate-remotely

Science. Technology. Sustainability.
Visit the new Innovation Channel on LiveScience.com.

One-stop destination for the lowest domestic
airfares
Search all airlines, including Southwest now!

Get a free brochure
Go exploring with the best ice team on earth. Polar bears or
penguins? Choose now! expeditions.com/ice

HP
The HP portfolio of server solutions helps you push the
envelope-without pushing your budget to the brink. ProLiant
technology, affordably priced.

LiveScience Store
Find everything from weird science to cool gadgets!

Don't toss it, Recycle it!
Find local recycling centers now

Feel Strongly About Energy Options?
Speak your mind about technologies and innovations in our
forums.

BP
There’s energy security in energy diversity.

Facing a Dilemma? Let Geek Logik help.
Use Algebra to inform your decisions

HP
Protect and store your business's critical data with HP
All-in-One and Disk-Based backup systems
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