What’s in a name?

A lot more than we ever knew. Before Chad and I ever got married, we decided that if and when we had kids, we wanted to name them the right name from the beginning. What I mean by that is the name that God has named them. The Bible says that God knew us before we were even in our mother’s womb. If so, what did He call us? Also, when people would have supernatural experiences their name would change.

Example: Abram to Abraham, Saul to Paul, etc. 

Our desire is to name our children not a name that we choose, but one that God shows us is right for our baby. I’ll explain how we perceive He has done that. 

SAMUEL

Like I said we were always pondering this philosophy from the start. I felt drawn to the name Samuel. It kind of went on my mental list of baby names. As I began to read more and more about Samuel in the Bible I realized that kind of anointing was something I wanted for my children. The first year we were married I went on a womens retreat and received some prophecy. I think this was the first time anyone had ever prophesied over me, ever. A number of different things were said, but three things were said about our first child. The first was that this baby would be so highly prophetic that the pregnancy would even change my spirit as I carried the child. The Lord was marrying prophecy and worship in this baby. The second was that the child would have a spirit of Agabus and  would be so very accurate in prophecy.: 

*Agabus was a "prophet," probably one of the seventy disciples of Christ. He prophesied at Antioch of an approaching famine (Acts 11:27,28). Many years later he met Paul at Caesarea, and warned him of the imprisonment and affliction that awaited him at Jerusalem should he persist in going there (Acts 21:10-12).

The last word was “don’t rush what God is doing. His time is perfect time.” 

Well, Samuel in the Bible just happens to be one of the greatest prophets Israel has ever known. Also, we found out that we were pregnant on our third anniversary, 3/21/2003. That was very special and perfect timing to us. 

Now that we knew we were going to have a baby, we really felt to ask for confirmations that we were in fact going to have a little boy and that he truly was to be called Samuel. We got all of those answers in June. 

1) First, we were on our way to Chad’s Nanny’s and had the Bible in the car. We still didn’t know if it was a boy or girl so I said, “God can show us right now.” I told Chad I was going to open the Bible and just read whatever I opened it to. If there was a girl’s name, it was a girl. If there was a boy’s name on the page, it was a boy. What can it hurt? I opened to Isaiah 58. No names in the whole chapter, but a phrase Samuel says to the Lord when he is hearing his name audibly for the first time. “Here am I.” (1 Sam 3) It was a stretch, but I assumed this was the sign of a boy. About 30minutes later I did it again and opened to 1 Chron 9. We knew then it was a boy and what his middle name should be too. I’ll tell you that story later. 

2) We went to worship practice the following Wednesday night. A women there, Diana Mossimoto, was telling a story when we came in about the stone of Ebenezer ( 1 Sam 7). I knew this story well after doing some research for a shoot on Martine Luther King Jr.’s church, Ebenezer Baptist, in Atlanta for Restore America. Apparently she had thought it meant something else weeks ago and was correcting herself. She went on to explain that Samuel was at the battle of the Philistines and anointed a stone with oil at Ebenezer. The word now means “stone of help.” So here we are talking about Samuel. 

3) The very next day I get an e-mail from April Samuels, formally April Wilson, my high school friend who I have not talked to since her wedding 5 years ago. She said I had been on her mind and she did an Internet search on my name. Our wedding came up on Microskapic’s old webpage with Chad’s e-mail address. She e-mailed Chad and asked if he was married to me and that she was trying to get in touch with me. I took this as yet another sign that Samuel was the name.

4) The next week Terry Richani, a producer here at HGTV, wrote a poem for me. She has had lots of experience writing for TV, but has never written poetry. She said that God told her to stop what she was doing and start writing. I had told her earlier that I wanted whoever keeps the baby to pray in tongues over it every day. That is an odd request that scares most people. It didn’t scare her, but she said she couldn’t stop thinking about it. The poem has to do with the whispers from a mother over her child and how that forms his life as a strong man of God. And yes, the child in the poem is a boy. She said she tried to make it neutral, but God kept saying it’s a boy, just keep writing. She gave it to me in the copy room. As I read it, I just started crying. It is everything I want for our son. 

5) It is now July. We found out it’s a boy July 2nd. Terry came to my desk on the 3rd and I told her it’s a boy. She already knew of coarse, along with my mom and sister. I sent out this e-mail later because of the days events.

You are not going to believe this one! I guess I never told Terry we were going to name our child Samuel if it was a boy. This is what she sent me today. She sends out a devotion every morning and today it ended with Samuel being called by God. Terry said it really stuck out to her and sent me this e-mail. I then talked to her in person and told her we are definitely having a boy and the baby's name. She was stunned. To me, this is another confirmation of what we are to name our child. As a reminder, Terry is the producer here at work who wrote the poem for us. She is really developing prophetically huh?

Love you,

Shain

Shain Rievley

Production Coordinator

Scripps Productions

865/ 560-4805 ph

865/ 690-9318 fx
-----Original Message-----

From:
Richani, Terry 

Sent:
Thursday, July 03, 2003 10:12 AM

To:
Rievley, Shain

Subject:
Samuel
Have you thought of the name Samuel?

This verse popped out at me this morning when I was reading my devotions.  Notice the reference to Shiloh...

The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD . 21 The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.

*That’s right, she suggested that we name our son Samuel. She has no idea about the history of the name with us. 

AZEL

This is Samuel’s middle name. It too has confirming stories behind it. 

1) I first heard this name on the show “A wedding story.”It airs on TLC.  I was watching it all the time since we were engaged and needed tips. On one episode a bride’s name was Isel. I immediately loved the sound of this name. I called my mom and sister and told them if we had a girl we would name her Isel. Corina called it “Isill Chisill.”  

2) Anyway, the next Sunday at church pastor Russ taught from Zech 14:5. In the passage we were reading there was a mountain range called Azel. I thought, that’s weird. It sounds like Isel, but it’s more neutral to me. It could be a girl or boy. Chad liked it too and we added it to our mental baby name list. 

Zechariah 14
The LORD Comes and Reigns 
1 A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be divided among you. 
2 I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city. 
3 Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in the day of battle. 4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south. 5 You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake [1] in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 
14:5 Or 5 My mountain valley will be blocked and will extend to Azel. It will be blocked as it was blocked because of the earthquake 

All of this has to do with the last days. Our Bible says that Azel is an area where angels specifically assigned for the last battle are waiting. I have read different things in different versions of the foot notes. 

3) Time passed, we got married….and about one year ago I was reading 1 Chron 9. I thought it was so neat how generations of families had one job at the temple and that was it. You didn’t do anything else. Part of the chapter talks about the genealogy of King Saul. He was part of the tribe of Benjamin, which Glenn and Sybil have gotten prophecies about being in (spiritually speaking). That caught my attention. Before I knew it I’m reading over the generations of musicians and there is the name Azel. It is a man who played music around the ark. I show Chad and we feel like this is more than likely going to be the middle name of our son. 

1 Chron 9

33 Those who were musicians, heads of Levite families, stayed in the rooms of the temple and were exempt from other duties because they were responsible for the work day and night. 
34 All these were heads of Levite families, chiefs as listed in their genealogy, and they lived in Jerusalem. 
The Genealogy of Saul 
35 Jeiel the father [2] of Gibeon lived in Gibeon. 
His wife's name was Maacah, 36 and his firstborn son was Abdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, Nadab, 37 Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah and Mikloth. 38 Mikloth was the father of Shimeam. They too lived near their relatives in Jerusalem. 
39 Ner was the father of Kish, Kish the father of Saul, and Saul the father of Jonathan, Malki-Shua, Abinadab and Esh-Baal….

…., Eleasah his son and Azel his son. 
44 Azel had six sons, and these were their names: 
Azrikam, Bokeru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah and Hanan. These were the sons of Azel. 

4)   
 Back to the drive to Nanny’s looking for names in the Bible we just open


 to….the second time I opened the Bible it was at 1 Chron 9, the passage above. 

So as you can see, we feel like God has clearly shown us that the name of our son is to be SAMUEL AZEL. We can’t wait to meet him and watch his amazing life unfold.

