Mrs. Culliton’s English class-Team 7B


e-mail:  ch_culliton@lgca.org
website:  www.geocities.com/ch_culliton
Welcome to seventh grade English.  The ability to clearly and effectively express yourself using written language is one that you will need the rest of your life.   In this class you will study elements of grammar and apply them to your writing.  You will write at least one formal essay each quarter using the writing process: pre-write, draft, edit and revise, and final draft publishing, as well as many informal writing assignments.

Materials:  The materials you need for my class every single day are as follows:

· pencils-all draft writing must be done in pencil.  I would advise completing homework in pencil as well.   

· pens-for checking and final copies

· a spiral notebook
· a 1-inch binder with 3 section dividers (we will initially arrange this together in class-it is your responsibility to maintain it) with a 2-pocket folder (to hold other loose handouts and homework)

· grammar book with a PAPER BAG cover-I will tell you in class whether you will need your grammar book for class on the following day, and it is your responsibility to be prepared with it on those days.  If remembering to bring it to class becomes a problem, you will be expected to have it every day.  You will also be using a literature book regularly, but that book will be kept in the classroom. 
· your independent silent reading book 

Grading:  Your grade will be an average of classwork, homework, tests/quizzes, and writing earned throughout the quarter.

· classwork-including grammar work from the book, MUG shots, journals, responsibility points, and binder checks

· homework-you will have homework 3-4 nights weekly.  Homework assignments are expected to be completed at the beginning of your assigned class period or will be considered late.   Homework should be done on a clean sheet of notebook paper with a heading in the upper right-hand corner (model in classroom).  I will NOT accept homework completed in anything other than pencil or blue or black ink. 

· tests/quizzes-quizzes will be assigned weekly over what we are reading or reviewing in class.  Larger tests covering units from the grammar and literature books should be studied nightly at the start of the unit of study.  Spelling tests will be assigned every other week.

· writing-you will be expected to write at least one essay each quarter.  I will grade your final draft as well as evidence of your pre-writing, editing, and revising.  Once a week we will also do journal writing to exercise your ability to quickly put thoughts into writing.  I will periodically collect journals and they will become a part of your grade.

Classroom Procedures:

1.  Be in your seat at the time the bell rings with sharpened pencils or you will be marked tardy.  

2.  Have the previous night’s homework on your desk with the correct heading and copy down the

new homework assignment.

3.  Begin working on the bellwork, either correcting the MUG shot off the board or writing your journal.

Procedures for Late Work:


1.  I will accept late homework assignments for half credit one day past their due dates.  It is your 

responsibility to place it in the file on my desk and write “late” at the top.

I will not remind you to turn in any late or absent work. 


2.  Longer assignments, such as projects and essays, will be accepted up to three days late, losing one

letter grade for each day it is turned in late.  

Procedures for Absences:  You are responsible for getting any work missed while you were out of class.  You assignments will be due based on the days of your absence (if you missed three days of school, you have three days to make up your work).  

Upon returning to class after an absence:


1.  Write “absent” at the top of any work that was due while you were out and place it in the file tray on 

my desk.


2.  Refer to the “While You Were Out” board to copy down any classwork and homework that was covered



during your absence in your assignment book.


3.  Look for any homework or graded assignments that were handed back in the bin at the back of the room 



marked with your class period.

Procedures for Dismissal:  Remain in your seats until I dismiss you from class-the bell does not dismiss you.

**********************************************************************************************************************************

Please take this home to review with your parents and return signed by Wednesday, August 30th.  

Student signature _______________________
Parent/Guardian signature______________________________

Print student’s name _____________________   Print Parent/Guardian name(s) __________________________







Parent/Guardian e-mail ________________________________

