ATTENTION GETTERS…to hook your reader!
start your essay with…

· dialogue

· a question

· an interesting fact or statistic

· the definition of a key term

· an interesting observation

· background information

· an anecdote (short story)
PARAGRAPHING

always start a new ¶ (paragraph) when…

· a new idea is introduced

· the setting changes

· a new action begins

· the speaker in dialogue changes

TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES

   

*connect sentences together so that ideas flow smoothly*
	Chronological Order
	first

second

always

then
	next

later

soon

before
	finally

earlier

afterwards

during
	eventually

last year

tomorrow

	Spatial Order
	in front of

behind

next to
	near

lower

above
	below

outside

underneath
	on the left

on the right

in the middle

	Degree
	mainly

strongest

greater
	better

least

greatest
	best

most

worse
	

	Comparison
	similarly

than

either…or
	like

as

and
	also

likewise

neither…nor
	

	Contrast
	however

unlike

opposed to
	but 

instead

yet
	nevertheless

in contrast

although
	

	Cause & Effect
	since

because

as a result
	so

due to

thus
	therefore

if…then

consequently
	


