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Is the Kimono fashion or history? 

If you consider the white wedding dress a fashion item, and our fashion industry certainly does. Then you would have to consider the kimono a fashion item too. Most modern Japanese women do not wear the kimono as an everyday item, but it is still a very important part of a Japanese woman's wardrobe.

The kimono is a form of traditional Japanese clothing that people used to wear in every day life until in the middle of 19th century (the opening of the Japan to the rest of the world). Today kimono are mainly worn for special occasions or events, but in a major Japanese city you can still see some Japanese women wearing them. There are many different kinds of kimono. They are all different in design, who wears them, when and why.
Most Japanese kimono require the assistance from someone experience in putting on these complex outfits. Traditionally this knowledge was pasted down from mother to daughter, but today many Japanese girls attend classes to learn the finer details of this very old tradition.
The first kimono we will look at is the Furisode.
About Kimono

Most kimono are of a uniform shape and size, and are constructed in such a way that one size really does fit all. Kimono are composed of rectangular panels of fabric that are sewn together. This panel design allows it to be neatly folded. Kimono can also be disassembled, cleaned, and then reassembled thanks to this design.

The standard kimono pattern includes the following parts:

· Eri (collar) 

· Erisaki (collar end) 

· Erishita (collar underside) 

· Furi (sleeve portion below the arm hole) 

· Mae sode (sleeve front) 

· Mae migoro (body front) 

· Suso (hem) 

· Senui (back middle seam) 

· Ushiro migoro (body back) 

· Tomoeri (collar topside) 

· Ushiro sode (sleeve back) 

· Sodeguchi (sleeve opening) 

· Sode haba (sleeve width) 

· Kata haba (shoulder width) 

· Yuki (sleeve and shoulder width) 

· Sodetsuke (armhole seam) 

· Sodetake (sleeve depth) 

· Miyatsuguchi (opening under armhole) 

The standard kimono size is as follows:

     Length: 158 cm
     Sleeve and shoulder width: 63 cm
     Sleeve width: 32 cm
     Shoulder width: 31 cm
     Sleeve depth: 49 cm

There is some variation on these dimensions, as you can see in our measurements of the kimonos that we have for sale.

Kimonos can be made of silk, wool, cotton, linen, or synthetic fabrics. Patterns can be produced by weaving, hand painting, embroidery, or use of stencils. Today, weaving by machine is much more common than weaving by hand.

If a kimono is dyed before the weaving process, it is categorized as a sakizome kimono. Sakizome kimonos, also known as woven kimonos, include meisen or habutae (reeled silk), omeshi (heavy crepe), tsumugi (spun silk), sha (silk gauze), and ro (leno weave gauze), kasuri (splash pattern), shima (stripe pattern), koushi (checks or lattice pattern), and joufu (linen).

If a kimono is dyed after weaving, it is categorized as an atozome kimono. Atozome kimonos, also known as dyed kimonos, include garazome (dyed designs on white fabric), tegakizome (hand-painted), rouketsu (yuzen, batik), katazome (stencil), kata yuzen (hand-drawn yuzen), kata komon (small stencil designs), edo komon (small one-color crests), bingata (multicolor dyeing on stencil resist), chuugata (medium stencils for yukata), kasurizome (tie-dye), and mujizome (pattern-less, one-color dyeing).

The main types of formal kimono are:

· Kuro tomesode, a formal kimono for married women. Kuro means black, and tomesode implies sleeves of short width. Kuro tomesode typically have five family crests as well. 

· Iro tomesode, another formal kimono for married women, though less formal than the kuro tomesode. It too has five crests and sleeves of short width. The word iro implies color, which differentiates this formal kimono from the kuro tomesode. 

· Uchikake, a long robe that is an integral part of the traditional Japanese bridal costume. 

· Shiromuku, another traditional bridal robe. The shiromuku is white. 

· Furisode, a kimono with wide, flowing sleeves. Furisode are for single women, and are very colorful and feature ornate designs. 

· Houmongi, a modified version of the furisode or tomesode. Houmongi are meant for formal visits. 

· Mofuku, a kimono for mourning. The mofuku features no design or pattern. 

The information on this page was compiled and condensed from several of the kimono books featured on this site. We especially recommend The Book of Kimono for those interested in further such details about kimono, haori, and obi.

What's Kimono?

Originally the word, Kimono was a generic term for clothing. It literally meant things to wear, and that's what everyone in Japan used to wear before Meiji era. 

However after western clothes were introduced to Japan, the word came to mean traditinal Japanese clothes as opposed to the new western clothes. 

Also the word, Wafuku (Japanese clothes) is often used to describe Kimono these days as opposed to the word, Youfuku (western clothes). 

What kind of Kimono are there?

Everything in the following list is considered Kimono. 

· Kimono (long one that reaches your ankles) 

· Furisode: It's characterized by long sleeves and colorful and bright designs. It's the most formal Kimono for unmarried women. 

· Kurotomesode: It has black background and colorful designs on the bottom. It's the most formal kimono for married women. 

· Irotomesode: It's like Kurotomesode, but the background is not black. It's the second most formal kimono for married women. 

· Houmongi: It's for both married and unmarried women. It's formal, but it could be semi-casual. It's characterized by colorful designs on the back and the sleeves. 

· Tsukesage: It's for both married and unmarried women. It's a little less fancy than Houmongi. 

· Iromuji: It's characterized with the material of one color (no designs, except for the pattern on the material). 

· Komon: It's a casual Kimono, characterized by the design that is equally distributed throughout the kimono. 

· Yukata: It's a summer Kimono, made with cotton. 

· Mofuku: It's for funeral. 

· Haori: It's a short kimono, like a jacket. 

· Michiyuki: It is worn over Kimono as a coat. 

· Juban: It's also called Nagajuban, and it is worn as underwear. 

· Hakama: It's like pants. 

History of Kimonos 
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Originally, "kimono" was the Japanese word for clothing. But in more recent years, the word has been used to refer specifically to traditional Japanese clothing. Kimonos as we know them today came into being during the Heian period (794-1192).
From the Nara period (710-794) until then, Japanese people typically wore either ensembles consisting of separate upper and lower garments (trousers or skirts), or one-piece garments. But in the Heian period, a new kimono-making technique was developed. Known as the straight-line-cut method, it involved cutting pieces of fabric in straight lines and sewing them together. With this technique, kimono makers did not have to concern themselves with the shape of the wearer's body. 
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Straight-line-cut kimonos offered many advantages. They were easy to fold. They were also suitable for all weather: They could be worn in layers to provide warmth in winter, and kimonos made of breathable fabric such as linen were comfortable in summer. These advantages helped kimonos become part of Japanese people's everyday lives.
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Over time, as the practice of wearing kimonos in layers came into fashion, Japanese people began paying attention to how kimonos of different colors looked together, and they developed a heightened sensitivity to color. Typically, color combinations represented either seasonal colors or the political class to which one belonged. It was during this time that what we now think of as traditional Japanese color combinations developed.
During the Kamakura period (1192-1338) and the Muromachi period (1338-1573), both men and women wore brightly colored kimonos. Warriors dressed in colors representing their leaders, and sometimes the battlefield was as gaudy as a fashion show.
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During the Edo period (1603-1868), the Tokugawa warrior clan ruled over Japan. The country was divided up into feudal domains ruled by lords. The samurais of each domain wore identified by the colors and patterns of their "uniforms." They consisted of three parts: a kimono; a sleeveless garment known as a kamishimo worn over the kimono; and a hakama, a trouser-like split skirt. The kamishimo was made of linen, starched to make the shoulders stand out. With so many samurai clothes to make, kimono makers got better and better at their craft, and kimono making grew into an art form. Kimonos became more valuable, and parents handed them down to their children as family heirlooms.
During the Meiji period (1868-1912), Japan was heavily influenced by foreign cultures. The government encouraged people to adopt Western clothing and habits. Government officials and military personnel were required by law to wear Western clothing for official functions. (That law is no longer in effect today.) For ordinary citizens, wearing kimonos on formal occasions were required to use garments decorated with the wearer's family crest, which identified his or her family background.
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Nowadays, Japanese people rarely wear kimonos in everyday life, reserving them for such occasions as weddings, funerals, tea ceremonies, or other special events, such as summer festivals.
Men's Kimono
Kimono were traditionally worn by men as daily wear clothing, but today they are usually only worn for festivals, ceremonies, special occasions and as kimono robes. Men's kimono, like women's can can range from simple to elaborate patterns. Popular kimono patterns include dragons, koi and masculine designs and generally are conservative in color. The kimono background color is usually blue, black, gray or brown with contrasting designs. Kimono with scenes and motifs include; dragons, kanji symbols, bamboo canes or geometric patterns. 

The sleeves for men's kimono are are completely sewn closed under the arm in comparison with the open underarm sleeve on women's kimono. The underarm portion is called tamoto in Japanese.     

The kimono comes from the manufacturer with a matching sash belt. For special occasions, the kimono is worn with a kaku or heko obi belt. For more information about the belts, please see the obi belts page.  

  


To wear a kimono, wrap the right side of the kimono over the body, then overlap it with the left side. Right on top of the left is only used to dress a corpse for burial.

Japanese Clothing - Clothes
Japanese clothing and traditional japanese clothes much like U.S. clothing is worn to compliment the seasons. The traditional forms of Japanese clothing in general is called wafuku. Japanese clothing and japanese clothes are worn also based off a persons age or by the event.

 

Japanese Clothing - Japanese Clothes and Seasons
In the spring, bright colors and spring floral patterned japanese clothing is worn. In autumn, japanese clothes with fall colors and fall patterns are worn. Japanese clothing designs may include chrysanthemums or maple leaves. In the winter, especially near the holidays, japanese clothing with patterns and designs such as the bamboo, pine trees or plum blossoms or worn for they signify good luck and prosperity. The fabric of the japanese clothing also plays a role in the seasons. In the summer, cotton clothes are worn whereas in the fall and winter, heavier or lined clothing is worn. 

 

Japanese Clothing - Japanese Clothes and Events[image: image27.jpg]



Customarily, woven patterns, dyed clothing and repetitive patterns are considered informal japanese clothing. Examples of traditional informal japanese clothing are; cotton yukata, woven cotton haori and dyed ikat kimono. These types of japanese clothes would be used as daily wear, for bath houses or for informal friend and family visits. 

Formal japanese clothing normally takes on either of two characteristics; very elaborate designs or a simple elegant designs. A few examples of elaborate designed japanese clothes worn for an event are uchikake wedding kimono and festive happi coats. The more elegant designs, subdued colors or solid pattern formal japanese clothes would be worn for paying formal visits, funerals or by married women for weddings or formal functions.    

 

Japanese Clothing - Japanese Clothes and Age
For women in particular, traditional japanese clothing like the kimono is not only worn based on the persons age but also by their marital status. Young unmarried women wear kimono with long sleeves that are very vibrant, colorful and rich with patterns. Married women or older women would wear simpler more subdued clothes.

  

Traditional Japanese Clothing Types
The traditional forms of japanese clothing or japanese clothes in general is called wafuku. Traditional japanese clothing can be broken down into the following clothing categories.   

Kimono - meaning clothing or things to wear is the basic japanese clothing 

Yukata - the summer kimono 

Nagajugan - undergarments 

Clothing Accessories - obi, shoes, socks, etc. 

Haori - short silk jackets 

Michiyuki - Overcoats 

Hakama - japanese pants 

Uchikake - most formal kimono 

Shiro-maku - wedding kimono 

Kimono History
The kimono has had a long history in Japan and the kimono has changed over time to reflect the society and culture of that period. 

During the Heian period 794-1185, the custom of elaborate layers of colored kimono robes became popular with Japanese women. Jun-hitoe, twelve unlined robes were frequently worn with the sleeve edges and collars showing the shades of each kimono. Persons of the royal court sometimes wore up to sixteen kimono layers. During the Kamakura period of 1185-1133 with the rising influence of the military class and warriors, people had no patience or need for elaborate kimono. Practicality prevailed and during this period the kosode meaning small sleeve was introduced into the kimono. 

In 1615, military leader Tokugawa moved the capital of Japan from Kyoto, where the emperor resided to Edo, the present day Tokyo. Confucianism was adopted and hierarchy became the guiding principle where citizens were ranked based on their class. During the Edo period, people began to define their status by their kimono clothing. During this time the greatest artistic accomplishments were made with the kimono.

After 1853, the US Navy sailed to Tokyo and the beginning of Japan's commercial industry was opened to the Western world. Although Japanese people continued to wear the kimono for another hundred years, the beginning of the end of this practice was near. 

During the Meiji period of 1868-1912, women began working outside their homes and required different clothing to accommodate their work. The Japanese people developed techniques to compete with the machine woven cloth available from the West. Cloth from other parts of the world were bought to make the kimono and the clothing. During the Taisho period of 1912-1926, Tokyo suffered a devastating earthquake which leveled most of the homes. Many of the old kimono were lost at this time. 

During the Showa period 1926-1989, the japanese government curtailed silk production by taxing it to support the military buildup. Kimono designs became less complex and material was conserved. After World War II, as Japan's economy gradually recovered, kimono became even more affordable and were produced in greater quantities. Europe and America fashion ideas affected the kimono designs and motifs, but their shape remained the same. Kimono and obi colors changed with the season and with the age and status of the wearer. 

Kimono
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The word kimono simply means things to wear and is pronounced kee-mo-no. The plural of kimono is simply kimono. The kimono has had a long history in Japan and the kimono has changed over time to reflect the society and culture of that period. 

Today, a Japanese woman usually owns only one kimono typically a furosode kimono which is worn for the coming of age ceremony on her 19th birthday. For weddings, the complete bridal kimono and kimono apparel is usually rented. Kimono are also very rarely worn as every day clothing anymore. Occasionally, if you go to a small rural town in Japan or one of small islands like Okinawa, you will see the traditional every day kimono worn by elders. To learn about the kimono history click the next button.

The Kimono is the traditional clothing of Japan. There are many types of kimonos worn by men, women, and children. The cut, color. fabric, and decorations will vary according to the sex, age, marital status, season of the year, and the occasion. It is usually made out of linen, cotton, or silk.

The woman's kimono is the most elaborate and varied in style and design. The sleeves of the kimono indicate the age and marital status of a woman. A young unmarried woman would wear a furisode, a colorful kimono with flowing sleeves that hang almost to the ankles. The furisode, made of chirimen is appropriate to wear on formal and ceremonial occasions, such as weddings. In contrast, a married woman wears a kimono with a short sleeve.

The obi is the sash tied around the waist. It can be tied in a variety of simple or complex ways in the back. An obi may be as wide as one foot and as long as 13 feet. It can be tied as a simple bow or as complex as a butterfly.

The summer kimono is called a yukata. It is made of light-weight cotton. It is used to attend festivals. Most yukatas are navy blue and white, but girls and young women sometimes wear brightly colored floral-patterned yukatas.

No buttons are used in fastening the kimono, and it is draped across the body from left to right and is held in place by a sash and an obi.

A man usually wears a conservatively styled kimono of blue, grey, or white. In the summer the man also wears a yukata with wooden geta sandals. The man's obi is narrow and tied in a simple knot and is worn lower on the right hip.

Socks with a split toe, called tabi, are worn with all kimonos, both by men and women.

The most popular form of footwear is the wooden geta or the zori. The geta was originally designed to keep the feet clean in the muddy streets. The wooden sole is supported by two lateral slats and the shoe is kept on by two thongs that pass between the first and second toes.

The zori have flat soles of woven straw, flax, or bamboo, covered with a material or leather. The thong is similar to the geta. They are now worn by both men and women as formal footwear.

The kimono has gone through several variations related to the historic period. On world wide web site http://www.-japan.mit.edu/kimono.intro.html is a good summary of the kimono and good color photographs of kimonos.

What is kimono?

The word kimono in the broad sense refers to all types of clothing, but is usually used in the narrow sense for the traditional Japanese wrap-around garment, as opposed to western clothes.
In spite of various changes in style, kimono has basically remained unchanged for centuries. Kosode, the predecessor of kimono, was worn as an undergarment from 8th century, and as the everyday outer garment from about the mid-16th century (see HISTORY OF KIMONO).
Other than the wrap-around style, long sleevesfeature the appearance of most of kimono (see KINDS OF CONTEMPORARY KIMONO), though kosode literally means small sleeves. As concerns its function, flexibility in size and large allowance for wearer's creativity can be characteristics of kimono (see HOW TO PUT ON A KIMONO).

HISTORY OF KIMONO 

	DATE
	ABOUT KIMONO
	PICTURE
	WORLD

	ca10000BC-300BC
Jyomon period
	Clothes were made of animal hide or bark.
	-
	6CBC: Buddhism was originated.
334BC: Alexander the Great began his conquest of the East.
221BC Qin dynasty unified China.
27BC: Rome was imperialized..
1C: Christianity was originated.
late-4C:Volkerwanderung
6C: Islam was originated.
618: Tang dynasty

























800: Charles the Great was crowned.









1066: Norman Conquest



1096: The first Crusade



















1215: Magna Carta
1337: Hundred Years' War began.
1492: Columbus landed in the Bahamas.
1498: Gama reached India.

















1607: English settlement was established in Virginia, North America.

1644: Manchus established the Qing dynasty in China.

1776: The US Declaration of Independence.
1789: French Revolution
1804: Napoleon crowned himself emperor of France.
1839: Opium War
1861: Civil War(US)









1914 WWI
1917: October Revolution (Russia)
1929: Prolonged depression began.
1939 WWII

	ca300BC-300AD
Yayoi period
	Most of the clothes were made of hemp and loosely fastened.
Though sericulture and weaving techniques were introduced, silk fabric remained white because they did not have skills to dye it.
MEN:kesa-i , WOMEN:kanto-i 
	NOW DRAWING!
	

	300-710
Kofun period
	In the process of centralizing the nation, rules of dress for aristocrats and court officials were established.
MEN, WOMEN: chofuku (A,B)
	A
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	710-794
Nara period
	Not only the system for the administration of taxation, census, and landholding, but also clothing styles were reformed following Tang China.
MEN

MEN
CEREMONIAL
raifuku (C)
COURT
chofuku (D)
WOMEN
CEREMONIAL
raifuku (E)
EVERYDAY
- (F)
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	794-1192
Heian period
	With the stop of sending regular envoy to Tang China, Japanese own peculiar culture flourished. As for clothes, though cutting style was simplified, its color and layered color patterns*1 were highly developed, expressing seasons, historical motif, virtues, directions, and elements of the earth.
MEN:

ARISTOCRATS
CEREMONIAL: sokutai [civil office](G), bukan-sokutai [military officer](H)
IN COURT: ikan (I)
EVERYDAY: noshi (J)
WARRIORS
EVERYDAY: hitatare (since late-Heian period)(K)
WOMEN:
Clothing became more voluminous and stiffer. Court women wore 10 or even 20 layers at a time. This layered dressing is called "jyuni-hitoe", which is literally translated as "12 layers."

ARISTOCRATS,
LADIES-IN-WAITING
CEREMONIAL: jyuni-hitoe (nyobo-shozoku) (L)
SEMI-CEREMONIAL: ko-uchigi (M)
EVERYDAY: uchigibakama (N)
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	1192-1568
Kamakura period,
Muromachi period
	The aristocratic culture decayed and the samurai*2 gained power. Clothes were modified to be simpler and easier to move around in to fit the more active lifestyle of the samurai.
MEN(WARRIORS): hitatare , suoh (O)
WOMEN(streetclothes): mushi-no-tareginu (P), tsubo-sozoku (Q)
	O
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	1568-1600
Azuchi-Momoyama period
	The powerful generals Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi, great patrons of the arts, encouraged a wave of bold, decorative brilliance.
MEN: The samurai continued to wear matched upper and lower garments (kamishimo R). The upper garment was sleeveless. Gradually the material was made stiffer and the shoulders more flared. Together with trailing pleated trousers (nagabakama S), this continued as formal wear for samurai throughout the Edo period.
WOMEN: uchikake-sugata (T)
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	1600-1868
Edo period
	Reflecting the peaceful period of 250 years, the wealthy merchants supported new forms of artistic expression. The kosode, which was an underwear in Heian period, became the basic garment for both men and women, being decorated more brilliantly with the newly developed techniques. This is the direct predecessor of kimono of today.
MEN:
SAMURAI IN COURT: kamishimo + hakama (similar to R+S)
EVERYDAY: haori + kosode (U)
WOMEN:

uchikake
=kosode + uchikake (similar to T)
kosode
(developed formal style)
FOR MARRIED: edozuma
FOR UNMARRIED: furisode (V)
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	1868-
Meiji era,
Taisho era,
Showa era,
Heisei era
	After the Meijii Restoration, the Japanese slowly changed over to Western clothing. After World War, it became a custom to wear western clothing for all classes. Nowadays, you will be looked back at if you are in kimono as it is very rare to see. (see OCCASIONS)
MEN: First, civil servants' uniforms were westernized. Soon students were also wearing western uniforms. By World War,almost all men dressed in trousers, shirts, and jackets.
WOMEN: Though aristocracy sported imported western gowns and accessories at the European-style ball in late-19th century, women were generally slower in adopting western styles. After World War, professional and educated women began o adopt western clothing as their daily wear.
*The Imperial household still uses the costumes of the Heian period for the formal occasions of coronations and weddings.
	SEE PHOTOGALLERY
FOR PICTURES.
	


NOTES*1*2 

	1
	The layered color pattern is called "kasane no irome".

	2
	WHAT'S SAMURAI?
The word "samurai" originally means "people who wait to serve their masters". Samurai were mere warriors who served aristocrats in Heian period. In the absence of an effective centralized military system, however, warrior bands began to assume more power, first in the provinces and then over the court when the Taira family (Heike, Heishi) seized power in Kyoto, the capital at that time, in the mid-12th century. Though the Taira were overthrown as they made the mistake of becoming aristocratic, forgetting the origin of their power, the new conqueror established a military government called Kamakura shogunate in 1192. This was the first period of warrior (samurai) domination, and roughly speaking, it continued till the Meiji Restoration in late-19th century. The court remained as an origin of authority, but its practical influence weakened.
After the Tokugawa family established a powerful and enduring shogunate in the city of Edo (now Tokyo) in 1603, the ruling samurai class, though which had only 1% of population, flourished as one of the cultural centers.


