MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN, NORTH TORONTO

Tuesday, March 10, 2009

CALL TO ORDER


Vice President, Janny Beare called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

ATTENDANCE

There were 55 members in attendance.

OPENING REMARKS


Janny welcomed us to the meeting and extended a special welcome to our  guests, Janet Edmison and Wendy Spratt and returning member Ann Hughson.

MINUTES

The minutes of the general meeting of February 10, 2009 have been posted with no errors or omissions noted.

MOTION that the minutes of the general meeting of February 10, 2009 be accepted as posted.

MOVED by Janet Dunfield  SECONDED by Ruth Parker

CARRIED

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Janny outlined the resolutions which will be presented at our meeting in April:

#1   Addressing Climate Change: Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

#2   Canadian Department of Peace

#3  Employment Insurance Reform

#4  Promoting Financial Capability and Financial Literacy in Canada

#5  Protecting the Health of Canadians by Reducing Environmental Toxins

Janny encouraged us all to participate in our fund raising gala which is to be held on April 24 at Eglinton - St. George’s United Church.  Buy your tickets!

The budget for 2009 – 2010 will be presented at our AGM on May 12.

CHANGE TO OUR CONSTITUTION

Donni McLean presented the proposed changes to Article 1 of our constitution pertaining to membership criteria as requested by CFUW.  

MOTION that

Article 1 Part (a) Membership shall be open to any woman who has a university degree or equivalent from an accredited university anywhere in the world or who has earned professional qualifications that currently require a university or college degree

be inserted into the CFUW North Toronto Constitution.

MOVED by Donni McLean   SECONDED by Barbara Snively

CARRIED (unanimous)

MOTION that

Article 1 Part (b) Student Membership shall be open to the following if she is:

- a full time university or college student;

- enrolled in a degree, diploma, or equivalent program that could lead to graduate studies; and

· a resident of Canada.

· A student member is entitled to all the privileges and responsibilities of the   Canadian Federation of University Women (henceforth to be written as CFUW).

- Student members pay 50 per cent of the CFUW per capita national dues.

be inserted into the CFUW North Toronto Constitution.

MOVED by Donni McLean  SECONDED by Kathi Willing

CARRIED (unanimous)

MOTION that

Article 1 Part (c) Associate membership shall be open to:

A woman who does not meet the criteria of membership as outlined in Section 1(a) but who:

- has made a contribution which supports the goals of CFUW through her career, political activity or volunteer work; and

- is committed to the goals of CFUW North Toronto.

- Associate members do not vote on matters affecting any national CFUW/FCDU policies and may not hold any CFUW/FCDU office.

- Associate members may not hold the position of President or Vice President in CFUW North Toronto. (The last two bullets are requirements for associate members outlined by CFUW in its membership criteria.)

- Associate memberships may not exceed 20% of the total membership of the club.

be inserted into the CFUW North Toronto Constitution.

MOVED by Donni McLean  SECONDED by Barb Snively

CARRIED (unanimous)

Many thanks to committee members: Paula Barber, Donni  McLean, Barb Snively, and Ksenija Klinger-Brezina for their work on this constitutional change.

SLATE of OFFICERS for 2009-2010

Janny presented the following slate which will be voted upon at the general meeting in April:

President :  Janny Beare

Past President:   Joanne Turner

Vice President:   Susanne Jeffery

Secretary:   Nancy Westcott

Treasurer:   Ann Anand

Membership Convenor:  Ksenija Klinger-Brezina; alternate: Nancy Peters

Communications and Webspinner: Helen Leduc

Programme Convenor:   Donnie Farley; alternate: Antonieta Marticorena

Publicity:  Linda Andrews (alternate); alternate: Linda Andrews

Hospitality: Roz Bovaird; Alternate: Elizabeth Bowerman

Fundraising: Janet Dunfield

Charitable Trust Scholarship Fund

Chair: Ruth Parker

Secretary Treasurer: Jeanette MacDonald

Club Representative: Susanne Jeffery

Ontario Council Standing Committees

Education: Cathy Gifford

Legislation: Current Issues Members

Status: of Women: Linda Woodcock

Liaison Representatives

IFUW Representative: Donni McLean

CFUW Representative: unfilled

Archivist: Katherine Spence

The following members have agreed to assume responsibility as indicated, but are not on the executive:

Wendy Frew: newsletter

Helen Leduc: representative on the ad-hoc Committee of the Toronto Caucus on                

Poverty 

Melanie Duras and Faye Louriv: dinner for AGM

Daphne Hamlin and Flo Morson: assistance with fundraising

Donni McLean: December 6 luncheon representative

Kiyomi Sakamoto: new members’ dinner

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Susanne outlined our club’s commitments to help young women finance their education.  We have endowment funds at Ryerson University, York University and at the University of Toronto. We also provide six scholarships of $500 each to our local high schools.  Our efforts are very much appreciated.  Susanne thanked the many members who contribute to the Scholarship Fund when they pay their membership dues.  She thanked the members who organize the book sales and raise about $500 a year for the Fund.  As well, our fundraising event - this year the gala on April 24 - provides a significant amount of money which is  needed for our scholarships.  Susanne thanked Norma for her hard work in putting this together,  and encouraged us all to ensure a successful evening.

Susanne has learned that our members are eligible to join the Faculty Club at the University of Toronto as a result of our endowment fund.  Please contact her for details if you are interested.  Susanne and Janny attended a dinner at Woodsworth College where our efforts were recognized with appreciation.

Ruth Parker, secretary-treasurer of the Scholarship Fund, thanked the members who have made contributions, and noted that the annual fundraising event has traditionally given the fund a financial boost.  She is looking forward to seeing us on April 24.

Kay McKellar  told us about the outstanding musical talent that has been lined up for our gala.

HOSPITALITY

Ros  thanked the Art Sparks Group for preparing the delicious St. Patricks’s Day themed refreshments for this meeting.  

IFUW

Maddy reported that 170 women belong to an organization called “Women Graduates, U.S.A.” and they are working toward joining IFUW .  Their website is www.wg-usa.org.  This group has come into being as a result of the U.S. University Women’s Clubs opting out of IFUW .  The next IFUW conference will be in Mexico City in August 2010.  Maddy had a wonderful experience in Manchester in 2007 and she will bring her photos to the May 12 AGM.

INTEREST GROUPS

Art Sparks

Cecily Stone announced that the group will meet  on March 31at 10:30 at the Bata Shoe Museum for an hour long tour.  Lunch will follow at the downtown UWC clubhouse.  ( museum cost: $12; lunch cost: $22)

On Friday, May 8 a visit to OCAD is planned in order to see a student exhibition of art. Lunch will be arranged as well.

Thread Arts

A visit to the Textile Museum is planned for Tuesday, March 24.  A tour of the exhibit, which includes the work of Judy Chicago, will take place at 1:30 p.m. .  Please contact Kiyomi Sakamoto if you wish to attend.

Current Issues

The next meeting is on March 16 at 7 p.m. at Janny Beare’s (107 Cranbrooke Avenue  416-489-3656).   The five resolutions will be discussed.

ONTARIO COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEES

EDUCATION

Sally Smith reported on the four Discussion Guidelines from CFUW Ontario Council relating to the governance of school boards:  Modernizing the Education Act, Identifying Effective Governance Practices, Supporting School Board Leaders, and Strengthening School Board Accountability.  Our input is encouraged.  Please see more at:www.peopleforeducation.com/governance-review09 and www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng

Sally noted that the CFUW Ontario Council has advocated the achievement and maintenance of high standards of public education and has committed to continuing to monitor policy and funding and ensuring equal access for all.

STATUS OF WOMEN

Ksenija Klinger-Brezina  reminded us on behalf of Linda Woodcock and Elizabeth Bowerman to bring toiletries to our general meetings for distribution at a local women’s shelter.  

NEWSLETTER

Donnie Farley asked that submissions for the newsletter be forwarded to her promptly.  It is hoped that the newsletter will be out before the end of March.

OTHER BUSINESS

Linda Andrews is selling tickets for our Gala on April 24 ($20) and for our AGM on May 12 ($55).

International Women’s Day will be recognized at a dinner on March 26.  Please contact Janny for details if you are interested in attending.

ADJOURNMENT at 8:35 p.m.

