The Industrial Revolution: Part One


The Industrial Revolution was a major turning point in the history of civilization. This historical event radically changed the ways people had made things for centuries. This period of sudden and rapid change occurred during the 18th and 19th centuries with most of the changes occurring between 1750 and 1850. Prior to the Industrial Revolution, most people lived on farms and in rural areas. The way of life was hard and living conditions were harsh. Most homes were poorly heated and did not have running water. Water was usually obtained by nearby wells and streams. Electricity was not around before the Industrial Revolution, and candles and fires were the only things around to aid them in seeing when it was dark and keeping people warm. Indoor plumbing also didn’t exist; instead they had outhouses with holes leading to a compartment underground. It was also common to keep a container next to the bed to dispose of ones excrements during the night or day when it was too cold to walk out to the outhouse. Most people made all of their food, and usually the whole family participated in doing so. This act of making enough food for the family usually took up most of the working day. As if making their own food wasn’t already time consuming and hard, people usually made their own clothes as well. 


Before the Industrial Revolution, a person’s ability to transform their surroundings into something useful on a large scale was greatly limited. Most tools and products constructed before the Industrial Revolution were made individually by hand or with the aid of very simple machines. Factories that we know today did not exist then. 


Under this system of production, merchants brought goods to the homes of the workers where the materials were turned into finished goods. The workers were paid by the number of products they produced. This type of an arrangement suited the cottage workers who were usually house wives. The work that they did could also be done on their own time, and could also be scheduled around other house hold chores that needed to be done. Although this method of working was convenient and good for the workers, it was never truly good concerning making mass quantities of something. A method had not yet been invented for doing this. 



While most women worked at home working with weaving or making things out of clothe, men usually worked out of the home and belonged to what we call, guilds. Guilds were a group of men who practiced the same crafts. They united to protect their members and uphold standards of quality. 


The industrial revolution took cottage workers out of their homes and craftsmen out of their shops, and placed them in factories that operate larger and more efficient, power driven machines. England is considered the birth place of the Industrial Revolution. The period that historians call the Industrial Revolution, began in the 1700’s. 


During this period of the dawning of the Industrial Revolution, England possessed the five conditions necessary for a revolution industry to occur. One of these was that they possessed good natural resources like coal deposits, and had a mild climate. The second is a large labor force. Agricultural advances lead to a great increase in food production. This, in turn, lead to an increasing population, this resulted in more people being available to work in factories. The third being that England had the availability of capital. England had increased its capital over time from over seas exporting and importing of goods. Therefore, money was available to build machines and factories. The fourth, the availability of markets. Since the British had colonies around the world, places where ready made markets were available for England to ship out large quantities of goods. Also, the British themselves needed more food, clothing and household items as a result of the population increase. And the final one, England had a favorable government. English laws concerning land holdings, made possible the building of new roads and canals. Patents were granted to encourage inventions. Taxes were also lowered on goods made from industries. 


The first textile mills appeared in England in the 1740’s and by 1780, there were over a hundred in existence, and several more in Scotland. Most of the cotton used in the mills in England came from the United States. At one time, 90% of all cotton exported from the United States and used in the British textile mills. By 1790, more yarn was being produced than could be used to weave. It seemed to everyone that they would not be able to find a way to invent a machine that could mass produce woven items. Weaving by hand was a long and tedious process. In 1874, they finally invented a machine that made mechanical weaving possible. This brought about a lot of cheap fabric being made so more people could afford this new luxury. 


With this new invention, the Industrial Revolution was well on its way to the turning point in human civilization.     

