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International Baccalaureate MYP
The California state standards will be the driving force behind the curriculum for Algebra.   By the end of the one-year honors program, the student who has successfully completed this course will be ready for entrance into the Geometry program in ninth grade.  In accordance with the International Baccalaureate (IB) Program, there will be integration of other curricular areas such as science, technology, fine arts and foreign language, where feasible.  Additionally, the Areas of Interaction (AoI’s – the guiding force in the IB Program) will be themes interwoven throughout the curriculum.  With the use of these AoI’s, the curriculum takes on the global nature of the IB Program with a focus on real-world issues.  Application of knowledge with analysis, evaluation and reflection gives the program its unique identity.

Resources

The primary textbook is Algebra:  Structure and Method, published by McDougal Littell.  Computer software, the Internet and other pertinent resources will also be included.

Grades

Graded work will include daily textbook assignments or related worksheets, problem-solving tasks, focus sets, performance assessments, quizzes and tests. Read ahead for more details.

· Daily Assignments:  These will be collected as a packet at the time a chapter test is administered.  However, full credit will be given only if the assignments are completed in a timely manner and will be checked daily.  Missing work may still receive half credit if completed by the packet due date.  If work is not shown, credit will not be given.  Algebra is an ongoing daily building process which requires consistent effort by the student.   In addition, concepts are covered each day with model problems, but the majority of the class time is spent on student involvement in the solution of practice problems.  There is ample opportunity to ask other students and the teacher for assistance.  All students are expected to keep a neat and well-organized record of these daily lessons and to submit them as a “Note” packet on the day of the exam for that chapter.  These packets will also be graded.  (Pencils, erasers and a yellow highlighter will be required on a daily basis in class.)

· Focus Sets:  The objective of the focus sets is to review concepts which are assumed to have been mastered at earlier grade levels.  Algebraic concepts are taught based on this assumption since, for the most part, they are math standards

from earlier grade levels.  They will also be test items on the standardized tests given by the state in the spring.  These focus review problems will be completed at home and reviewed at school.  Packets will be graded at the completion of the problem sets.  All pertinent work must be shown or no credit will be given.

· Challenges:  Challenges are designed to enhance problem-solving skills and apply algebraic concepts to real world situations through the use of the Areas of Interaction.  Challenges will be assigned on Monday and collected the following Monday.  These will be spaced out throughout the trimester, most likely every other week.  Activities assigned as Challenges will be P.O.W.’s (Problems of the Week), R.W.A.’s (Real World Applications), Technology Activities, Multicultural Lessons, among others.

· Quizzes/Tests:  Quizzes and tests carry individual grade weights in the averaging process.  Tests are assigned double weight in relation to a quiz and are graded to a scale of 100%.  All test scores earned below a grade of 70% may be replaced with a make-up test, usually of a simpler nature.  However, retest grades cap at 70%.

Grades will be posted in the classroom starting the second week of school and will be updated on a weekly basis.  Students will know their grade averages at all times as well as what they are missing by simply checking the posted grades.

Late work will be accepted only with a Late Work Form, which requires a parent/guardian signature, and will be subject to a 50% grade reduction.  (Work made up from an absence will receive full credit if turned in within the grace period, which is within as many days as the student is absent.  No form is required for this work.)

Grades will be earned by the student according to the following scale:

90%+:  A          80-89%:  B          70-79%:  C          60-69%:  D          <60%:  F

Our team conference time is 8:00 a.m. – 8:40 a.m..  Teachers on our team may be contacted directly by telephone (951-736-3321) during this conference period.  Voice mail is available at other times.  In addition, I may be contacted by school e-mail at gbosquez@cnusd.k12.ca.us .

