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	"Thank you for letting me be part of your family. Thank you for taking me with you to that cottage up north, to the beach, the picnic, your work place and your backyard.  Thank you for sneaking your transistor under the pillow as you grew up loving the Tigers.  Now I might have been a small part of your life. But you have been a very large part of mine. And it's my privilege and honor to share with you the greatest game of all."    - Ernie Harwell


Winter Waivers

The players on the attached list were waived by their CFCL teams and are eligible to be claimed in the first round of Winter Waivers.  This first round of waivers will last until NOON on Friday, October 11.

NOTE:  You don't have to wait until Friday to submit your claims.  Since the priority for waiver claims goes in reverse order of the standings, you might want to submit a waiver claim earlier, which will give me time to get in touch with you if someone lower than you in the standings claims the player you wanted.  Either that, or you might want to give a list of 4-5 players you want, in the order of preference, in case your first couple picks don't work out.
Remember, you're allowed to attempt to claim as many players as you like.  If you do claim more than one player, please RANK THEM IN THE ORDER OF PREFERENCE.  This ranking may determine which players you do or do not get.  For details on what happens if multiple teams claim the same player, see the Constitution.  If you don't supply an explicit ranking, I'll assume the order that you name them is the order in which you want them.

All unclaimed players go into the Free Agent Pool for next year's Draft.  Also, remember that if you want to claim a player on waivers, you must waive a player on your 23-man roster to make room for him.  All the waived players will go through the second round of waivers.

Take a good look at the list, particularly you rebuilding teams -- there's a lot of good talent and cheap potential available.  The salary and contract status that the player will receive if he is claimed is listed.  W contract players will be come D contracts on Draft Day, minor leaguers will keep their M contract status until they lose their rookie status or you activate them. 

Last year, 41 players were claimed (31 in the first round), including solid 2002 performers such as Mike Williams, Jeff Bagwell, Jay Payton, Kirk Rueter, and others.  So start digging…

Rock the Vote

There’s still time to submit your votes for the 2002 CFCL Awards.  There are very tight races for several awards, so your votes could make the difference.  Vote online at:


http://fp.geocities.com//copgeek/_vti_bin/shtml.exe/ballot.html

Ballots must be submitted by Noon on Monday October 7.

So Long, Ernie

The quote this week is, obviously, from Ernie Harwell's last broadcast.  Here's his entire farewell:

"The Tigers have just finished their 2002 season. And I've just finished my baseball broadcasting career, and it's time to say good-bye. But I think good-byes are sad, and I'd much rather say hello. Hello to a new adventure. 

"I'm not leaving, folks. I'll still be with you, living my life in Michigan, my home state, surrounded by family and friends.  And rather than good-bye, please allow me to say thank you.

"Thank you for letting me be part of your family. Thank you for taking me with you to that cottage up north, to the beach, the picnic, your work place and your backyard.  Thank you for sneaking your transistor under the pillow as you grew up loving the Tigers.

"Now I might have been a small part of your life. But you have been a very large part of mine. And it's my privilege and honor to share with you the greatest game of all.

"Now God has a new adventure for me. And I'm ready to move on. So I leave you with a deep sense of appreciation for your longtime loyalty and support.  I thank you very much, and God bless all of you."

The Reservoir Dogs’ Other Life

Jason’s Reservoir Dogs may have turned in a disappointing rookie season in the CFCL, but 2002 wasn’t a total waste for Jason.  His team in the AL ToutWars expert league captured the 2002 title.  In doing so, Jason bested such luminaries as Ron Shandler, Mat Olkin, Jim Callis, and Lawr Michaels.

Congrats, Jason!

CFCL Survey Results, Part 2

Continuing from last week, here are the rest of the results from the end-of-season Opinion Survey.  This part includes all the feedback on the ever-popular topic of Draft Day Length.

Draft Day.  There were some very interesting responses to these questions, and based on the seeming contradictions revealed this topic will deserve some discussion this off season.

Which of the following are main contributors to the length of Draft Day?

6
The number of players that need to be acquired
6
Time deciding whether to bid
4
Time deciding who to nominate
1
Time between picks in Rotation Draft
1
Around-the-room bidding format
1
Distance-mediated technology issues

Comments about the length of Draft Day:

The sheer number of players to be drafted is the #1 contributor to the length of the day.

[Next year] I’m bringing some grass to watch grow (
Anything that could be done to shorten the day without reducing the fun or strategy should be explored.  This would be known as identifying the problem without solving it.

I don’t have much of a problem with the length of the draft.  We’ve gotten better, but we can only shorten things so much.  There’s a lot that needs to be accomplished.

I have no problem with the length of the draft.  I wouldn’t mind it being a shorter day, but I wouldn’t want to change the day too much.

Long, but overall I don’t have a problem with it.

The reserve draft takes too long.  Also, whenever there’s technology involved and/or an owner calls in, the draft can drag while we deal with technical and communication glitches.

Would you be in favor of a “nomination clock”?

8
No, I don’t think a nomination clock is needed
5
Yes, I think a nomination clock is really required

If we used a nomination clock, how long should an owner be given to nominate a player?

4
2 minutes
3
15 seconds
2
1 minute
2
30 seconds
1
45 seconds
1
be prepared!

Average time:  1 minute

Would you be in favor of a bidding clock?

8
Yes, I think a bidding clock is really required
5
No, I don’t thing a bidding clock is really required

If we used a bidding clock, how long should an owner be given to bid on a player?

5
1 minute
4
30 seconds
1
3 minutes
1
2 minutes
1
45 seconds
1
15 seconds

Average time:  1 minute

On average, what is a reasonable length of time to allow for the acquisition of a single player (from the time on player is nominated until the next player is nominated)?

4
As long as it takes
3
5 minutes
2
3 minutes
2
2 minutes
1
6 minutes
1
4 minutes

Average time:  4 minutes (does not include votes for “as long as it takes”)

Would you be willing to switch to a “true auction format” rather than “around-the-table” bidding?

6
I’d be willing to try it
5
No, absolutely not
1
Yes, definitely

Comments about Draft Day:

If any clock is used for the time limits, I think we also need to take into account the time an owner has possibly put into preparing for the draft, so that they can make decisions in the best interest of their team without being unfairly rushed.

I need to bring a bigger cooler, but otherwise it is very well-organized and I am looking forward to it again next year.

[Regarding the auction format]  We’d have to get someone to run it, that would be the problem.

More booze.

I don’t see how implementing the auction format would significantly reduce the length of the draft.  I would have picked the option that went along the lines of “would be willing to tolerate it, but am not really thrilled about it.”

I think there is too much strategy and suspense involved in the current method of bidding to change it to an auction format.  That said, I think that may be the only way to significantly speed up the Draft.  I’m not sure clocks on bidding and nominating are a practical solution.

I think that other than the occasional tech issue or protracted analysis when bidding, there isn’t much of anything I’d do to change the way the draft operates.  I’m not going to stand in the way if the consensus is to experiment however.

Usually enjoyable, although a strict clean-up after yourself policy should be enforced to protect owners from the dreaded “rotting chicken-carcass effect”.

General Comments/Feedback

Thanks as always for all your efforting throughout the year despite the roadblocks that Boise has thrown in your way.

Maybe I’m missing something.  Have people been complaining about the length of the Draft?

Don’t ever let me bid on Ken Griffey Jr again.

I’ve never seen a fantasy league run as well as you did.  It’s been a joy to be a part of it.

Is there a way to tailor the website to accommodate transactions being entered into a message board where they’re time stamped?  Not sure how this would work with the FAAB bidding but we could probably figure something out.  This way a transaction deadline could be online and scheduled for, say 12:00 AM Sunday night and would be much easier to administer and manage.  Also, I think the CFCL trade deadline should match the time of the official MLB date/time (this year the CFCL deadline was noon while the MLB deadline was 3:00 CT).  Since many trades are consummated on the last day, this would give us more time to negotiate and/or see who’s traded to the NL or AL.

2002 Toppers

Based on the final 2002 standings, here are the teams that will receive Toppers, the number of Toppers the team receives, and the players who are eligible for Topper use:

	RUFFINS (1)
  L Castillo
  R Dempster
  M Lowell
  J Smoltz
	HARD HATS (1)
  B Chen
	DOORMATTS (1)
  D Miller
  R Sexson
  P Wilson
	MEISTERS (3)
  M Grudzielanek
  M Piazza

	STONES (3)
  M Alou
  D Dreifort
  J Edmonds
  R Klesko
  J Wright
	SIX PACKS (2)
  A Benitez
	RES. DOGS (2)
  no B contract players
	PICTS (2)
  no B contract players
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