CFCL REPORT and ROSTER CHANGES
Oct 1, 2002

	"No sport improves so radically as baseball in October. Those who love the game always insist that it rewards its fans in direct proportion to the intensity of their interest. The more you care and the more you know, the more the sport repays you with pleasure. Remember, a bad World Series is even rarer than a good Super Bowl."    - Thomas Boswell


October 1

SIX PACKS claim J Cust on waivers, waive G Jenkins (waive period ends 10-11 – NOTE that waiver period ends a week from Friday, not next Tuesday).

The following players played out their contracts and have become free agents.  Assuming they remain in the National League, these players will be available in next year's Draft:

	ABREU, B
	
	HERNANDEZ, L.
	
	ROMANO, J.

	ALOU, M.
	
	HOFFMAN, T.
	
	RUSCH, G.

	ARMAS, T.
	
	JIMENEZ, J.
	
	SEXSON, R.

	ASTACIO, P.
	
	JONES, C.
	
	SHEFFIELD, G.

	BENITEZ, A.
	
	JOSE, F.
	
	SMOLTZ, J.

	CARROLL, J.
	
	KIM, B.
	
	SNEAD, E.

	CASTILLO, L.
	
	KLESKO, R.
	
	STRICKLAND, S.

	CHEN, B.
	
	LAMPKIN, T.
	
	SURHOFF, BJ.

	DEMPSTER, R.
	
	LOWELL, M.
	
	TOCA, J.

	DESSENS, E.
	
	LUGO, J.
	
	TORRES, S.

	DIGGINS, B.
	
	MADDUX, G.
	
	WALKER, T.

	DREIFORT, D.
	
	MILLER, D.
	
	WHITE, Ri.

	EDMONDS, J.
	
	MORRIS, M.
	
	WILLIAMS, W.

	ESTES, S.
	
	NEN, R.
	
	WILSON, P.

	GAGNE, E.
	
	PIAZZA, M.
	
	WRIGHT, J.

	GRUDZIELANEK, M.
	
	
	
	


Free Agent Bids and Waiver Claims

	None
  
	

	

	



Winter Waivers

A quick refresher – for Winter Waivers, each team must submit a list or 23 keepers from their current roster.  All players not kept will go through a waiver period lasting one week during which they are eligible to be claimed by any CFCL team.  Teams that successfully claim one or more players in a round must waive players from their 23-man roster to make room for them.  These waived players then form the waiver pool for the second round.  Waivers continue this way until we reach a round where no one gets claimed.  For more detail about Winter Waivers, see ARTICLE XVIII.  in the CFCL Constitution.

The lists of 23 keepers for Winter Roster must be submitted via e-mail or telephone (or both) by Noon on Thursday, October 3.

A couple other very important things to remember:

1.  The limit of 23 players includes BOTH major leaguers and minor leaguers (M contracts).  This isn't like the cuts before Draft Day where you can keep 15 players, plus 4 M contract players -- it's 23 players total.

2.  Remember, all players who were on B contracts were automatically released at the end of the season, so make sure not to include any of them on your list of 23 keepers.  Current rosters are available in Excel format in the Download Center at the website.

3.  Once the first round of Winter Waivers is complete, teams are free to trade players without restriction.

4.  If you’re e-mailing your cuts, send them to the Roster Move address:  rostmove@hotmail.com and davidmahlan@boiseoffice.com.  If you’re phoning them in, call me at (630) 605-8711.

5.  Whether you’re e-mailing your cuts or phoning them in, I highly recommend that you supply the list of players you’re keeping AND the list of players you’re cutting.  This will help make sure no one slips through any cracks.

Get Thee To The Polls

The 2002 CFCL Awards ballot is now up on the web and ready to accept your votes.  As in previous years, I’ve selected nominees for the various awards and provided their stats and other relevant information.  In a switch from past ballots, this year you’re not limited to the nominees I’ve selected.  Rather than clicking on a nominee in a drop-down list, you’ll write in your top three choices for each award, whether it’s someone I’ve nominated or someone you’ve come up with on your own.

To vote, simply go to:


http://fp.geocities.com//copgeek/_vti_bin/shtml.exe/ballot.html

In order to give me time to compile the results and get things ready for the Awards Banquet, all completed ballots must be submitted by Noon on Monday October 7.  If you have any questions or problems with the ballot, let me know.

2002 Season Wrap-Up

After 14 long years, the wait is over – Eric’s Lambchops are Champions of the CFCL.  In taking the 2002 crown, the Chops performed the very rare feat of going from worst-to-first in a single season.  The Six Packs are the only other CFCL franchise to make such a dramatic improvement within one sesaon.

Coming into the season, the Lambchops were the oldest CFCL franchise without a Championship.  They have now passed that mantle to the DoorMatts and direct their focus to becoming only the second CFCL team in history to repeat.

After an terribly disappointing last place finish in 2001, owner Eric Lamb nearly pulled the plug on the franchise.  Lamb feared that restrictions on his time were hurting the team and figured it would be better to withdraw the team from the league.  The Lambchops were given a second chance, though, when Lamb decided to bring on Assistant GM John Lemon to share the work load, and the duo immediately became the most successful ownership team in CFCL history.

From Period 4 on, the team was never lower than 2nd place, and when they opened up a 5-point lead at the end of May, they never looked back, cruising to the first Championship in franchise history.  They withstood a mid-season charge from the Copperfields, who edged within a couple points in August, but their hold on 1st place was never really in jeopardy.  Not even the death of pitcher Daryl Kile, for whom the Chops traded only a day before he died, could derail the Lambchop express.

The second place Dem Rebels were languishing in 9th place, 35 points out of first place in mid-June, but combined a handful of trades with some key free agent pick-ups and rose steadily in the standings over the next few months. They never quite made a charge at the Lambchops, but soared past Tenacious B and the Copperfields into 2nd place over the last month of the season.

The 8.5 points that separated the Rebels from the defending champion David’s Copperfields belies the closeness of the race for second place.  With just five games left in the season, the Copperfields stood a mere half point behind the Rebels, but the southerners finished strong while the Coppers faded in the final days.  The third place finish is the Copperfields’ lowest since 1991 when they came in 4th.

Right on the Copperfields’ heals were Tenacious B, who repeated in 4th place after finishing there in 2001 as Bruce’s Witzke a Go-Go.  Like the Rebels, Tenacious B mustered a valiant effort to rebound from a slow start and pulled of a blockbuster trade at the trading deadline.  The deal brought them Sammy Sosa, Roberto Alomar, and Glendon Rusch, and had Tenacious B pushing the limits of the salary cap for the entire second half.  The tenacious ones rose as high as 3rd place in the last month of the season, before slipping back to 4th place.

David’s Ruffins put on an incredible display in the season’s final week, producing an offense of .300-21-47-6 for the week and picked up a point apiece in the HR, RBI, and SB categories.  The 3-point gain was just enough to edge Matt’s Hard Hats for 5th place glory.  2002 marks the 3rd straight 5th place finish for the Ruffins, who will be awarded with the #1 pick in each round of the 2003 Rotation Draft.

That Matt’s Hard Hats were beaten out of 5th place in the season’s final day could be seen as something of sweet revenge – last year the Hard Hats lept over two teams in the last few days of the season to finish in 7th place.  In truth, this year’s Hats were within striking distance of 4th place when the season ended, and they have improved their place in the standings every year of their existence.  Things bode well for the future, as the Hats, together with the Reservoir Dogs, own the vast majority of top pitching prospects in the league.

The DoorMatts were near the top of the standings for much of the season, and were in 3rd place as late as the beginning of August.  Although they lost only 5 points in that time frame, they tumbled four places in the standings to finish in 7th place.

Da Paul Meisters hovered around the middle of the pack all season, but were never able to put together a concerted push for one of the top spots.  In the end, they finished solidly in 8th place.

Steve’s Stones’ season was torpedoed by the season-long loss of ace starter Kevin Brown, their big investment in the 2002 Draft.  The Stones were never able to overcome Brown’s injury and the slow start of key offensive part Moises Alou, and finished in 9th place.

Tenth place went to the team most experts tabbed to run away with the 2002 CFCL Championship, the Six Packs.  Discouraged by a slow start from their offense, they started unloading talent in an effort to build for 2003.  The last time the Six Packs made such a move, they took the Championship the following season.

The CFCL rookie Reservoir Dogs came out of the gate with a bang in 2002, near the top of the standings for the first few weeks.  They quickly plummeted, though, and finished a disappointing 11th, saved from a last place finish only by the helplessness of the bottom-dwelling Nick’s Picts.  The Picts suffered early-season injuries to key players such as Ken Griffey, Jr., and Woody Williams, and decided to rebuild before the season’s third week was over.  

CFCL Survey Results, Part 1

A couple weeks ago I promised to publish the results of the end-of-season opinion survey that everyone filled out.  Before I get to the details of the results, I want to say thanks to everyone for taking the time to complete the survey and share your input/thoughts.  And on a personal note, thank you to those of you who wrote kind words about the way the league was run, etc.

Since there’s a lot of material in the survey results, I’ll break it into a couple parts.  Part 2 will be published next week.

CFCL, 2003.  11 of 13 general managers said they planned on returning for the 2003 season.  As reported in an earlier report, the Stones and Tenacious B are not certain about coming back.  Here’s hoping they see the light and re-up for another season.

Awards Banquet.  It’s pretty pointless to detail most of the results for this portion of the survey, but just to summarize:

- Most of the in-town owners felt they’d be able to make it to the banquet.

- There was no location that scored consistently outstanding in terms of preference, but the Oak Park area seemed to be pretty central to everyone and thus is probably the place we’d best be able to maximize attendance.

- The majority of owners felt it would be great to be able to watch a playoff game at the banquet, but only one thought it was imperative.  We’ll do our best.

Transaction Reporting.  There were varied responses to the scheduling of the transaction reporting deadline.  Tuesday and Sunday each received 5 votes, Monday received 2, and Saturday received 1.  Here are some comments that were provided:

Any day other than Tuesday will be an adjustment since we’ve had Tuesday for 18 years.  But I’m more of the Matt way of thinking.  You put so much time and effort into getting things done in a more than timely fashion, the ultimate day should be the day that works best for you.

[From an owner who voted for Monday]  No good reason for a change.  Monday would simply be a more convenient time for me.

It really makes no difference to me when we report.  IMO the important thing is that it is convenient for David (or whoever else might be at the controls).  The only thing that may be iffy about a noon transaction deadline on a weekend is that some games may actually begin before transactions need to be turned in.  I don’t know if this is a big thing or not, but thought I’d throw it out there anyway.

As long as I have some internet/e-mail availability at work, I like the fact that I have the weekend plus one weekday to make my transactions.

Next week, Part 2:  Draft Day Length and General Comments.

2002 Toppers

Based on the final 2002 standings, here are the teams that will receive Toppers, the number of Toppers the team receives, and the players who are eligible for Topper use:

	RUFFINS (1)
  L Castillo
  R Dempster
  M Lowell
  J Smoltz
	HARD HATS (1)
  B Chen
	DOORMATTS (1)
  D Miller
  R Sexson
  P Wilson
	MEISTERS (3)
  M Grudzielanek
  M Piazza

	STONES (3)
  M Alou
  D Dreifort
  J Edmonds
  R Klesko
  J Wright
	SIX PACKS (2)
  A Benitez
	RES. DOGS (2)
  no B contract players
	PICTS (2)
  no B contract players


Record Book

	Weekly Records
	
	
	
	Seasonal Records
	
	

	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	PERIOD END
	
	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	YEAR

	HR
	Ruffins
	24
	4/11/00
	
	HR
	Copperfields
	318
	2000

	RBI
	Copperfields
	70
	9/11/00
	
	RBI
	Copperfields
	1201
	2000

	SB
	Ruffins
	20
	7/29/97
	
	SB
	Bald Eagles
	312
	1988

	BA
	Ruffins
	.3625
	5/30/00
	
	BA
	Copperfields
	.2969
	2000

	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	9
	7/20/98
	
	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	129
	1998

	S
	Dem Rebels
	11
	7/11/00
	
	S
	Six Packs
	129
	1999

	ERA
	Copperfields
	0.81
	9/18/00
	
	ERA
	Mudville Sluggers
	2.82800
	1985

	RAT
	Copperfields
	0.78
	9/18/00
	
	RAT
	Copperfields
	1.15048
	1992

	
	
	
	
	
	OFF Pts
	Copperfields
	45
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	PIT Pts
	Copperfields
	43.5
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	TOT Pts
	Copperfields
	88.5
	2000
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