CFCL REPORT and ROSTER CHANGES
Sep 24, 2002

	"At this time of year, I think about baseball when I wake up in the morning.  I think about it all day.  And I dream about it at night.  The only time I don’t think about it is when I’m playing it."    - Carl Yastrzemski


September 24

COPPERFIELDS reserve F Jose, activate G Blum from the Reserve List.

COPPERFIELDS reserve J Franco, activate A Galarraga from the Reserve List.

DEM REBELS reserve O Merced, activate A Echevarria from the Reserve List.

DEM REBELS reserve W Williams, activate C Hammond from the Reserve List.

HARD HATS reserve D Moss, activate M Prior from the Reserve List.

HARD HATS reserve L Vizcaino, activate C Almanzar from the Reserve List.

TENACIOUS B reserve L Gonzalez, activate A Rios from the Reserve List.

TENACIOUS B call T Lampkin (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, waive H Blanco (waive period ends 10-1).

TENACIOUS B reserve A Fox, activate M Cairo from the Reserve List.

TENACIOUS B reserve M Koplove, activate J Mesa from the Reserve List.

TENACIOUS B reserve R Taylor, activate M Grace from the Reserve List.

TENACIOUS B call SW Kim (.08) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve B Meadows, waive D Mlicki (waive period ends 10-1).

TENACIOUS B call R White (.08) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve M Crudale, waive B Ausmus (waive period ends 10-1).

TENACIOUS B call J Carroll (.10) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve E Young, waive S Sullivan (waive period ends 10-1).

RUFFINS reserve J Riedling, activate J Cruz from the Reserve List.

RUFFINS call BJ Surhoff (.10) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive W Gonzalez (waive period ends 10-1).

RUFFINS call J Toca (.10) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive J Cust (waive period ends 10-1).

Free Agent Bids and Waiver Claims

	None
  
	

	

	



Winter Waivers

After setting a date for the banquet, we’re able to determine the scheduling for the rest of the CFCL post-season activities.

We always try to have the first round of Winter Waivers out of the way before the banquet so that teams that are inclined to do so can make trades at the banquet.  So, with that in mind we come up with the following set of dates:

September 29 (Sunday)
2002 Season Ends
October 3 (Thursday)
Winter Roster Cuts Due at Noon, waived players posted
October 11 (Friday)

First Round of Winter Waivers End
October 13 (Sunday)
Banquet, Results of First Round Announced

The key date here is obviously October 3 when cuts are due.

As a refresher, by Noon on October 3 every team must submit their list of 23 keepers for their winter roster and the list of players they’re going to waive.  Any players who are not kept will then go through a waiver period that will end at Noon on October 11.  Here are a few guidelines:

Do NOT include any B contract players on your list of 23 keepers – the contracts for these players expire on the after the last game of the season and they will be automatically released.

Note that the 23 players you can keep includes both major leaguers AND M-contract players.  You can keep 23 players total.

When you submit your information, send both a list of your 23 keepers AND a list of the players you’re waiving.  This will help ensure we’re both on the same page and that no players slip through the cracks.

CFCL Awards

Next week I’ll be posting information about voting on CFCL Awards.  Voting will take place using an on-line ballot, just like last year.

To prepare, you can visit the Awards section of the CFCL Internet Headquarters (http://members.aol.com/dmahlan/award-fm.html), which lists a description for each of the awards as well as past winners.  Remember that voting for MVP, Cy Young, and Rookie of the Year are done on a write-in basis, so start giving it some thought.

You should also drop by the CFCL Message Board (http://members3.boardhost.com/cfclpost/) where Matt Grage has started a thread discussing candidates for the various awards.

Completed ballots will probably be due around October 7.

Survey Delay

I know I wrote last week that I’d write about the survey results this week, but there’s been a lot of other stuff to do and I haven’t gotten to it yet.  Hopefully next week …

Race Review

As has become something of a CFCL tradition, we near the end of the season with some very tight races still underway.  Ok, First place has pretty much been decided for quite a while now, but the battle for Second Place is pretty intense.  There’s also a heavy 3-way race for 5th place, which carries with it the #1 pick in each round next year’s Rotation Draft.

There’s not much you can say about the Lambchops.  They’ve been firmly ensconced in First Place since late May and it seems like they clinched the top spot over a month ago.  They haven’t been challenged point-wise since the Copperfields inched within 4.5 points of them in early August.

The 5.5 point lead the Rebels currently hold over the Copperfields belies how close the two teams are to each other.  As we enter the final week, there are points to be won and lost by both teams in every category:

Home Runs:  The Copperfields trail the Rebels by only 1 homer.  A couple well-time Copperfield long-balls would take a significant chunk out of the Rebels’ overall lead.

RBIs:  The Rebels lead the Copperfields by 3 RBI.  The Meisters could easily play spoiler in this category, as they’re only 1 RBI behind the Copperfields and 5 behind the Rebels.  If the Meisters wedge themselves between the Coppers and Rebels it could mean a solidification of the Rebel lead or a boost to the Coppers, depending on which of the two teams ends up on top of the pile.

Stolen Bases:  Neither the Rebels nor the Copperfields stand to lose any ground in the SB category in the final week, however, they’re both within 4 SB of catching the team in front of them, so they can each pick up a point here.  The Rebels trail the Hard Hats, and the Coppers are behind Tenacious B.

Batting Average:  It can’t get much closer than this.  The Rebels hold a slim lead of .0008 of BA over the Copperfields entering the final period.  It only takes a few bloopers to drop or nubbers to wiggle their way through the infield for the Copperfields to jump ahead of the Rebels. 

ERA:  The Rebels currently lead the Hard Hats by 0.04 in ERA.  Rumors that Hard Hats ace Randy Johnson may be held out of his final start of the season may make it difficult for the Hard Hats to catch the Rebels, though.  A little farther down in the category, the Coppers lead the Labmchops by 0.07.  Given the inconsistency of the Copperfield staff so far this year, and the magical season the Lambchops are having, there’s every chance the Copperfields may lose a point here before the season’s over.

WHIP:  Once again, it’s the Rebels vs the Hard Hats, and the Copperfields vs the Lambchops.  The Rebels are ahead of the Hats by 0.003 in WHIP, though again, if Johnson sits this week the Hard Hats will be hard pressed to make up that difference.  Meanwhile, the Copperfields trail the Lambchops by the same margin – 0.003.

Wins:  Wins will be a key category, as nearly anything could happen.  With a week to go, the Rebels trail the Picts by 2 Wins and the Ruffins (0 Wins last week) by 3.  A good week by Rebel starters could go a long way toward cementing their lead.  On the other hand, Woody Williams may be finished for the season, Sean Estes seems to have lost his spot in the rotation, and there are rumors that Peter Munro has as well.  On the third hand, the Rebels still have Kirk Rueter and Elmer Dessens to toss out there, and more importantly, Steal of the Year candidate Odalis Perez looks like he may get a couple starts this week.  Things are even tighter for the Copperfields.  The Coppers are currently tied in Wins with Da Paul Meisters, so they could lose half a point just as easily as gain a half.  Beyond that, they’re only 2 Wins behind the Lambchops, so a 1.5 point gain isn’t out of the question.  Neither is the loss of a point and a half, as the Copperfields are only 2 Wins ahead of the Six Packs.

Saves:  Here’s another category where the Copperfields and Rebels will go head-to-head in the final week, as they’re currently tied in Saves.  Neither team looks to gain or lose more than a point here, but that single point could easily decide the race for Second Place.  The Rebels have to be considered the favorites here as they have Robb Nen and Jose Jimenez to close things out, while the Copperfields have Trevor Hoffman and Scott Stewart who is returning from injury.

I’ve remarked several times during the season how close things are.  Obviously, the Lambchops are in First to stay, and their finish hasn’t really been in question for a couple months now.  Beyond that, though, things are tight all over.  The analysis above illustrates that even where the total points may not appear close, there’s so much parity in the categories that large gains or losses can be made, even this late in the season.  Last week, an incredible 25 points changed hands, including 9.5 between the Rebels and Copperfields combined.  It’s fitting that in what has to be considered one of the closest overall races in CFCL history, the leagues’ two oldest franchise should enter the final week locked in such an intense struggle.  .  While the battlefield for Second Place may have seemed to have narrowed to two teams, don’t count out Tenacious B, who could still edge ahead of both the Rebels and Copperfields.

And that’s not the only race.  Only 2.5 points separate the Hard Hats, Ruffins, and Doormatts as they battle for 5th place.  The categories here are just as close as they are in the Rebel/Copperfield contest:

Home Runs:  The Ruffins trail the Lambchops by 1 HR, while the DoorMatts are tied in HR with Tenacious B.

RBIs:  The DoorMatts are only 6 RBI behind the Lambchops.

Stolen Bases:  The Ruffins are ahead of the DoorMatts by only 1 SB.

Batting Average:  The Hard Hats could lose a point to the Six Packs, whom they lead by only .0005 of BA.

ERA:  The DoorMatts lead the Ruffins by 0.06 in ERA, while the Hard Hats could gain a point as they trail the Rebels by only 0.04.

WHIP:  The Ruffins and DoorMatts appear to be secure in their spots in this category, but the Hard Hats could lose a point.  They trail the Rebels by only 0.003 in WHIP.  Randy Johnson will play a key role in deciding both the race for Second Place and the race for Fifth – whether he pitches or not this week could have a big impact on the Hard Hats’ and Rebels’ fortunes.

Wins:  The Ruffins the only team with a chance of movement here.  They are 3 Wins behind the Six Packs, but only 1 Win ahead of the Picts and just 3 in front of the Rebels.

Saves:  The Ruffins are 3 Saves behind the Lambchops, and the DoorMatts trail the Hard Hats by that same 3 Save margin.

Da Paul Meisters, the Stones, and the Picts all seem firmly entrenched in their current spot in the standings, but there is one last race to keep an eye on:  the one between the Six Packs and Reservoir Dogs for 10th place.  Or perhaps it’s the race to stay out of 11th.  The Six Packs currently lead the Dogs by a single point, but this is one of those cases where the space between the teams is actually a lot larger than the overall points would indicate.  There’s really only one category where movement could occur:

WHIP:  The Dogs trail the Packs by 0.011 in WHIP.  If the Dogs have a great pitching week and the Packs struggle, the teams could meet in the middle with the Reservoir Dogs leap-frogging over the Six Packs in both WHIP and the overall standings.

Whew.  As you can see, there’s a lot that can occur over the next 6 days.  When all is said and done, there’s only one result we’ll always remember – that the Lambchops were the 2002 CFCL Champions.  While the crowning of the Lambchops may be a foregone conclusion, there are still some thrills to be had, as nearly every team can have an impact on one of the races that still remain.  Good luck to everyone, and thanks for another very close season.

We Have A Winner…

By the slimmest of possible margins, Rich edged Kelly in the Baseball Literature Quiz and walks away with my extra copy of Fielder’s Choice, an anthology of baseball fiction.  Rich’s victory comes as something of a revenge against Kelly.  Last year, in the season-long competition for a copy of the original 1984 edition of Rotisserie League Baseball, Kelly came from behind to just beat out Rich. 

This time around, Rich snuck past Kelly by a mere half a point.  Rich scored 15.5 out of a possible 19 points, while Kelly scored 15.  Eric (4 points) and Paul (7.5 points) also submitted entries, but couldn’t come close to the CFCL’s resident Trivia Twins.

Below are the answers to each question.  For interest, I’ll also indicate where Rich and Kelly lost points.

1.
What major league team played an exhibition game that lasted more than 2000 innings against a team of all stars from an amateur league in the Midwest US?

1908 Chicago Cubs (in WP Kinsella’s “The Iowa Baseball Confederacy”)
2.
What British humorist wrote “The Pitcher and the Plutocrat”? 

PG Wodehouse
3.
Name the novel by John R. Tunis in which a young farm-boy pitcher named Roy makes it to the big leagues, is hurt, and fights to make it back to the majors, not as a pitcher but as his team’s star slugger. 

“The Kid from Tomkinsville” (published 4 years before Malamud’s “The Natural”)
4.
One of the world’s best selling authors reportedly marks the baseball off-season by starting a beard at the end of the World Series and keeps it until spring training starts the following year.  Who is it? 

Stephen King (Rich:  John Grisham)
5.
Picher Jack Keefe, the hero of Ring Lardner’s “You Know Me Al”, played for what team? 

Chicago White Sox
6.
Which of the following was not a Mudville teammate of Casey’s?

Blake, Barrows, Burton, or Flynn

Burton
7
Who introduces Nick Carroway to Meyer Wolshiem, the man supposedly responsible for fixing the 1919 World Series? 

Jay “The Great” Gatsby
8.
Who ruthlessly pricked the gonfalon bubble? 

Joe Tinker, Johnny Evers, and Frank Chance 
           (“…Ruthlessly pricking our gonfalon bubble, Making a Giant hit into a double…”)
9.
In WP Kinsella’s novel “Shoeless Joe”, Ray Kinsella goes cross-country in search of which author? 

JD Salinger
10.
Who was proprietor of the Universal Baseball Association? 

J. Henry Waugh (in Robert Coover’s novel)
11.
What former major league pitcher teamed with Eliot Asinof to write a suspense novel about an umpire trying to throw a ball game? 

Jim Bouton
12.
In the WP Kinsella short story “The Fadeaway”, a manager calls to the bullpen and instead of the coach answering the phone, it is answered by which Hall of Famer?  (The title of the story should provide a hint). 

Christy Mathewson  (Kelly: Dizzy Dean)
13.
Who wrote “The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon”, about a girl who is lost in the woods and keeps her sanity by listening to Boston Red Sox games on her Walkman and holding imaginary conversations with Tom “Flash” Gordon? 

Stephen King
14.
In “The Natural,” what happens in Hobbs’ final at-bat? 

He strikes out  (Rich: He homers)
15.
What novel began as an April Fools joke published in Sports Illustrated? 

The Curious Case Of Sidd Finch  (Rich gets half credit for: “The Legend of Sidd Finch”)
16.
Which of the original Rotisserie League’s owners wrote a novel about the fixing of the 1919 World Series?  What was the name of the novel? 

Harry Stein, “Hoopla” (Kelly: Brendan Boyd, “Blue Ruin”  Rich gets 1 of 2 possible points; forgot to name novel) 
17.
In Mark Harris’ “Bang The Drum Slowly”, how does catcher Bruce Pearson die? 

Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
18.
In the WP Kinsella’s short story “The Thrill of the Grass” the men in a Major League city sneak into their team’s stadium during the 1981 baseball strike.  What is the purpose of their mission? 

To replace the artificial turf with natural grass (Kelly: To play a game)
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	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	PERIOD END
	
	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	YEAR

	HR
	Ruffins
	24
	4/11/00
	
	HR
	Copperfields
	318
	2000

	RBI
	Copperfields
	70
	9/11/00
	
	RBI
	Copperfields
	1201
	2000

	SB
	Ruffins
	20
	7/29/97
	
	SB
	Bald Eagles
	312
	1988

	BA
	Ruffins
	.3625
	5/30/00
	
	BA
	Copperfields
	.2969
	2000

	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	9
	7/20/98
	
	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	129
	1998

	S
	Dem Rebels
	11
	7/11/00
	
	S
	Six Packs
	129
	1999

	ERA
	Copperfields
	0.81
	9/18/00
	
	ERA
	Mudville Sluggers
	2.82800
	1985

	RAT
	Copperfields
	0.78
	9/18/00
	
	RAT
	Copperfields
	1.15048
	1992

	
	
	
	
	
	OFF Pts
	Copperfields
	45
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	PIT Pts
	Copperfields
	43.5
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	TOT Pts
	Copperfields
	88.5
	2000
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