CFCL REPORT and ROSTER CHANGES
Sep 17, 2002

“All literary men are Red Sox fans.  To be a Yankee fan in literary society is to endanger your life.”    - John Cheever

September 17

COPPERFIELDS reserve R Hidalgo, activate F Jose from the Reserve List.

COPPERFIELDS reserve A Galarraga, activate J Franco from the Reserve List.

COPPERFIELDS reserve J Borowski, activate S Stewart from the Reserve List.

COPPERFIELDS reserve S Reed, activate C Pavano from the Reserve List.

COPPERFIELDS claim WM Pena on waivers, reserve him, waive J Fikac (waive period ends 9-26).

COPPERFIELDS call J Romano (.07) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve G Blum, waive M Scutaro (waive period ends 9-26).

DEM REBELS reserve A Echevarria, activate M Williams from the Reserve List.

DEM REBELS reserve T Hundley, activate B Schneider from the Reserve List.

LAMBCHOPS reserve D Weathers, activate M Morris from the Reserve List.

LAMBCHOPS reserve L Hernandez, activate T Armas from the Reserve List.

LAMBCHOPS reserve B Mueller, activate K Young from the Reserve List.

LAMBCHOPS activate M Loretta for September Roster Expansion.

RUFFINS reserve J Cust, activate R Branyan from the Reserve List.

RUFFINS reserve R Vazquez, activate B Hill from the Reserve List.

DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve D Bragg, activate T Goodwin from the Reserve List.

DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve K Gryboski, activate M Herges from the Reserve List.

TENACIOUS B reserve B Ausmus, activate H Blanco from the Reserve List.

TENACIOUS B call E Chavez (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve A Rios, waive N Cruz (waive period ends 9-26).

Free Agent Bids and Waiver Claims

None
  







Mark Your Calendars

After sifting through all the survey responses, I think we’ve identified a date for the banquet that should work for the majority of us.  The date we’ve chosen is:

Sunday October 13

It’s always nearly impossible to find a date that works for everyone, and I realize that there are some people who may have conflicts with this date.  In the end, though, we chose a date on which the majority of people were available, and we especially wanted to find one when we were sure the expected Champions could attend.  It sounds as if Eric’s partner in crime, John, might be able to make this date – we’re just waiting to hear official confirmation on his attendance.

Based on the survey results, Rich, Kelly, Matt G., Paul, David M., Bruce, Eric, and Steve all said they’d be available, which would make for a pretty nice turnout if everyone shows up.  

The location is tentatively set for Giordano’s in Oak Park, the same place as last year’s banquet.  Again, we’re pretty well spread around the Chicago metropolitan area, so it was impossible to chose a place everyone rated at “perfect”, however Oak Park is pretty central to everybody and most people thought they’d be able to make it there.

We’ll set a definite time and place soon, but for now keep the evening of October 13 free.

Baseball Literature Quiz

A few months ago I was browsing the Daedalus Books website (http://www.daedalus-books.com) – an excellent source for cheap books and cut-out CDs, by the way – and found a listing for “Fielder’s Choice,” an anthology of baseball fiction compiled by Jerome Holtzman.  At the bargain price of just three bucks or so, I couldn’t pass it up so I ordered one.  

Then a couple weeks ago I was cleaning off some bookshelves at home and -- surprise, surprise – discovered I already owned a copy of the book.  And you know what it means when I end up with a duplicate baseball book – that’s right, it’s Trivia Time.

Earlier this year, it was baseball movie trivia for a copy of the “Bull Durham” DVD.  This time around, since the prize is a book of fiction, our topic will be Baseball Fiction.

Whoever correctly answers the most of the following questions correctly will receive my previously owned copy of “Fielder’s Choice.”

Entries should be e-mailed to me at dmahlan@aol.com and davidmahlan@boiseoffice.com.  They must be received by Friday September 20.  Good luck!

1.
What major league team played an exhibition game that lasted more than 2000 innings against a team of all stars from an amateur league in the Midwest US?

2.
What British humorist wrote “The Pitcher and the Plutocrat”?

3.
Name the novel by John R. Tunis in which a young farm-boy pitcher named Roy makes it to the big leagues, is hurt, and fights to make it back to the majors, not as a pitcher but as his team’s star slugger.

4.
One of the world’s best selling authors reportedly marks the baseball off-season by starting a beard at the end of the World Series and keeps it until spring training starts the following year.  Who is it?

5.
Picher Jack Keefe, the hero of Ring Lardner’s “You Know Me Al”, played for what team?

6.
Which of the following was not a Mudville teammate of Casey’s?

Blake, Barrows, Burton, or Flynn

7
Who introduces Nick Carroway to Meyer Wolshiem, the man supposedly responsible for fixing the 1919 World Series?

8.
Who ruthlessly pricked the gonfalon bubble?

9.
In WP Kinsella’s novel “Shoeless Joe”, Ray Kinsella goes cross-country in search of which author?

10.
Who was proprietor of the Universal Baseball Association?

11.
What former major league pitcher teamed with Eliot Asinof to write a suspense novel about an umpire trying to throw a ball game?

12.
In the WP Kinsella short story “The Fadeaway”, a manager calls to the bullpen and instead of the coach answering the phone, it is answered by which Hall of Famer?  (The title of the story should provide a hint).

13.
Who wrote “The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon”, about a girl who is lost in the woods and keeps her sanity by listening to Boston Red Sox games on her Walkman and holding imaginary conversations with Tom “Flash” Gordon?

14.
In “The Natural,” what happens in Hobbs’ final at-bat?

15.
What novel began as an April Fools joke published in Sports Illustrated?

16.
Which of the original Rotisserie League’s owners wrote a novel about the fixing of the 1919 World Series?  What was the name of the novel?

17.
In Mark Harris’ “Bang The Drum Slowly”, how does catcher Bruce Pearson die?

18.
In the WP Kinsella’s short story “The Thrill of the Grass” the men in a Major League city sneak into their team’s stadium during the 1981 baseball strike.  What is the purpose of their mission?

The Survey Says…

Thanks to everyone for responding to the Opinion Survey.  There was definitely some feedback to chew on, and I will get into detail and reprint comments in later reports.  

For now, though, the good news is that we’ve gotten definite confirmation from 9 franchises that they’re planning on returning next year.  No word yet from the DoorMatts, and Tenacious B and Steve’s Stones are undecided.  Bruce says:

I have 3 simple requirements for returning next year: 1. I finish in the top 3 in the standings this year, 2. AL players are eligible to be drafted on our active rosters and 3. The letter 'e' be stricken from the English language....Okay, I realize that some of these are unreasonable (AL players!) but I'm 90% certain I'll be back, I have a few time constraints that I'll need to consider or factor into my participation next year.

And Steve wants to do a little soul searching this off-season before committing to a return.

I’ll get into the meat of the survey results in next week’s reports.
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Seasonal Records



CAT
TEAM
STAT
PERIOD END

CAT
TEAM
STAT
YEAR

HR
Ruffins
24
4/11/00

HR
Copperfields
318
2000

RBI
Copperfields
70
9/11/00

RBI
Copperfields
1201
2000

SB
Ruffins
20
7/29/97

SB
Bald Eagles
312
1988

BA
Ruffins
.3625
5/30/00

BA
Copperfields
.2969
2000

W
Da Paul Meisters
9
7/20/98

W
Da Paul Meisters
129
1998

S
Dem Rebels
11
7/11/00

S
Six Packs
129
1999

ERA
Copperfields
0.81
9/18/00

ERA
Mudville Sluggers
2.82800
1985

RAT
Copperfields
0.78
9/18/00

RAT
Copperfields
1.15048
1992






OFF Pts
Copperfields
45
2000






PIT Pts
Copperfields
43.5
2000






TOT Pts
Copperfields
88.5
2000
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