CFCL REPORT and ROSTER CHANGES
Jul 9, 2002

"For me, Williams is the classic ballplayer of the game on a hot August weekday, before a small crowd, when the only thing at stake is the tissue-thin difference between a thing done well and a thing done ill." – John Updike

July 2

HARD HATS reserve J Fassero, activate B Penny from the Reserve List.

HARD HATS reserve S Williamson, activate B Anderson from the Reserve List.

July 4

STONES reserve J Witasick, activate T Gordon from the Reserve List.

July 5

HARD HATS reserve T Lee, activate A Cintron from the Reserve List.

July 6

PICTS trade W Williams and their 13th and 15th round 2003 Rotation Draft picks to DEM REBELS for L Pineda and N Neugebauer.

PICTS activate T Spooneybarger, waive B Prinz (waive period ends 7-16).

DEM REBELS reserve K Jarvis.

SIX PACKS trade H Nomo, E Alfonzo, and A Brown to LAMBCHOPS for T Houston and their 4th, 8th, and 10th round 2003 Rotation Draft picks.

SIX PACKS activate M Matthews and G Norton from the Reserve List.

LAMBCHOPS reserve J Beimel, activate K Young.

LAMBCHOPS reserve A Brown, waive De Bautista (waive period ends 7-16).

LAMBCHOPS waive H Kuo (waive period ends 7-16).

July 7

COPPERFIELDS reserve C Miller, activate B Petrick from the Reserve List.

July 9

LAMBCHOPS reserve J D'Amico, activate M Yoshii from the Reserve List.

SIX PACKS reserve G Norton, activate Ol. Perez from the Reserve List.

SIX PACKS reserve M Matthews, activate M Tejera from the Reserve List.

SIX PACKS reserve K Ligentberg, activate J Thomson from the Reserve List.

SIX PACKS call J Fernandez (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him.

DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve D Bragg, activate M DiFelice from the Reserve List.

DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve S Dunston, activate JT Snow from the Reserve List.

Free Agent Bids and Waiver Claims

None





James on Baylor

Last Christmas, Michelle got me a copy of Bill James' outstanding New Historical Baseball Abstract.  While I haven’t had the time to sit down and digest it fully (it’s nearly 1000 pages), I pick it up (no small feat) and flip though it often.  It’s a great book for browsing or reading in snippets.  

The first part of the book is a decade-by-decade look at baseball, starting in the 1870s.  It’s not a “historical” look at the events that happened in that decade, which you can get in dozens of other books.  It’s more a look at how the game was played, and where, and by whom.

The second part of the book are player ratings.  Most people know James for his work with statistics, and he doesn’t disappoint here.  James invented a new measurement, called a Win Share, for the book, and he used it in ranking the top 100 players at each position.

It’s important to note, though, that this is NOT a statistics book.  Yes, the rankings have their basis in Win Shares, but it’s James’ comments on the players that are the meat.

I’ll write more about the book later in the year, but for now I’ll share James’ comment on Don Baylor, which I happened across this weekend.  By the way, James rates Dandy Don as the 40th best left fielder of all time (between Harry Stovey and Don Buford).  Here’s what James had to say:

Don is our triple-threat player.  He can hit, run, and lob.  – Merv Rettenmund

Don Baylor is the only outfielder in major league history who never doubled off or doubled up a runner.  His career double play total was zero.  Everybody else in 500 or more games had at least two…

That which defines Don Baylor, I think, is the image of strength.  He projects an image of great strength.  He projects an image of great strength, great determination and force of will;  as Fred White used to say, “he just looks like an RBI standing up there.”  But personally, I find him almost intolerable, because, to me, he seems to be engaged in a perpetual charade designed to project the image of great strength.  As a manager, he seems to be using this image of great strength, great conviction in the rectitude of his actions, as a substitute for having any reason for what he is doing.  I’m not suggesting that you should react to him that way; that’s just me.

Loosen Those Purse Strings

Effective Noon on Wednesday (the day after the All Star Game), the in-season salary cap increases to $3.50.  It will remain at that level until September 1, when rosters can increase to 24 players and the cap increases to $3.60.

Speaking of the salary cap, the Executive Committee discussed it this morning.  Actually, what we discussed was the timing of when it increases, and we didn't see any reason we should wait until AFTER the All Star Game was played.  It makes more sense to increase the cap on the day of the game, which is always a Tuesday - that way we don't have to wait a full week to take advantage of the increase.

So, the EC is recommending that we change the Constitution so the in-season salary cap increases to $3.50 at Noon on the day of the Tuesday of the All Star Break.  Since this is a change, it is subject to league-wide approval (which we'll handle at the end of the year).  If approved, the change would go into effect for the 2003 season.
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HR
Ruffins
24
4/11/00

HR
Copperfields
318
2000

RBI
Copperfields
70
9/11/00

RBI
Copperfields
1201
2000

SB
Ruffins
20
7/29/97

SB
Bald Eagles
312
1988

BA
Ruffins
.3625
5/30/00

BA
Copperfields
.2969
2000

W
Da Paul Meisters
9
7/20/98

W
Da Paul Meisters
129
1998

S
Dem Rebels
11
7/11/00

S
Six Packs
129
1999

ERA
Copperfields
0.81
9/18/00

ERA
Mudville Sluggers
2.82800
1985

RAT
Copperfields
0.78
9/18/00

RAT
Copperfields
1.15048
1992






OFF Pts
Copperfields
45
2000






PIT Pts
Copperfields
43.5
2000






TOT Pts
Copperfields
88.5
2000

07-09-02

Page 2

