CFCL REPORT and ROSTER CHANGES
May 14, 2002

A Mother’s Day Thought from Leo the Lip: "If I were playing third base and my mother were rounding third with the run that was going to beat us, I'd trip her. Oh, I'd pick her up and brush her off and say, "Sorry, Mom," but nobody beats me." - Leo Durocher

May 7

STONES reserve A Gonzalez (FLA), activate P Reese.

May 8

DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve S Dunston, activate T Goodwin from the Reserve List.

May 11

DEM REBELS reserve K Jarvis, activate L Pineda from the Reserve List.

May 14

COPPERFIELDS reserve J Fikac, activate S Stewart from the Reserve List.

COPPERFIELDS reserve S Reed, activate G Colbrunn from the Reserve List.

COPPERFIELDS call E Chavez (.08) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve C Stynes, waive B Howard (waive period ends 5-21).

STONES reserve D DeShields, activate J McEwing from the Reserve List.

STONES call C Fox (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive BJ Surhoff (waive period ends 5-21).

DEM REBELS reserve A Gonzalez (CHI), activate A Fox from the Reserve List.

RUFFINS reserve M Bellhorn, activate C Hermansen from the Reserve List.

RUFFINS reserve R Mahay, activate T Redding from the Reserve List.

LAMBCHOPS reserve R Brown, activate Q McCracken from the Reserve List.

DOORMATTS reserve S Chacon, activate H Izquierdo from the Reserve List.

DA PAUL MEISTERS reserve J Rijo, activate G Stechschulte from the Reserve List.

SIX PACKS call T O'Leary (.07) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, release L Garcia.

SIX PACKS call M Matthews (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive M Scutaro (waive period ends 5-21).

RESERVOIR DOGS reserve M Mordecai, activate B Butler from the Reserve List.

RESERVOIR DOGS claim T Spooneybarger on waivers, reserve him, waive M Mordecai (waive period ends 5-21).

RESERVOIR DOGS reserve R Person, activate K Benson from the Reserve List.

RESERVOIR DOGS reserve N Figueroa, activate D Tankersley from the Reserve List.

Free Agent Bids and Waiver Claims

Endy Chavez
  .08  Copperfields
  .05  DoorMatts




Getting To Know You…

There seemed to be lukewarm interest in periodic, low-key get-togethers during the season.  In all, 6 people expressed some degree of interest, and Paul volunteered to host the first gathering.  I’ll contact Paul about organizing something soon and we’ll see where this takes us.

2003 CFCL Preview

In case you missed the News Flash or the note on the Message Board, our friends at TQS have set us up with a second web site.

About a week ago, I called them and asked if they could create a custom report for us that would show what the standings would look like under the 5x5 format we'll be using next year.  I figured it was never too early to start getting used to the new format and categories.  They quickly replied, and provided us with the following site that shows our 5x5 standings, updated daily:

http://baseball.tqstats.com/scripts/wwwstand.pl?cfcl2

The rosters on this "2003 Preview" site will always mirror the rosters on our current TQS site, so we can't play around with roster moves under the new format.  However, it will give us a chance to get used to looking at the new format and, as the year wears on, there may be much to learn about how the different categories act -- how much movement is there in a team's K:BB ratio in August, for example?  Even beyond the category differences, will a 5x5 format make it easier to pick up points than in a 4x4 format?  With two additional categories to try to improve in, is a 15-point late season deficit as hard to overcome in 5x5 as it is now?

This can be a great tool to prepare mentally and strategically for 2003.  And even emotionally - just getting used to looking at all those funky new categories can go a long way towards feeling comfortable come April 2003.

Parity at Last?

I'll preface this by saying that I know it's early.  Just a couple weeks ago I posted a note on the Message Board pointing out that the Six Packs picked up 40-points from the beginning of May to the end of the season in 2001, so there’s still plenty of potential for movement.  

Even so, it's normal by this point in the season to see some teams dropping off the pace and see teams sorting themselves into those three stratified groups that always seem to appear:  Contenders, Mid-Range Teams, and Also-Rans.

This year things are different though.  If you've been checking the standings every day, you've seen the daily shuffling that's been going on -- teams in 1st place on one day, in 5th the next, and in 2nd the day after that.  We're almost a quarter of the way into the season, and there's really only one team that can be counted out of the running for a money spot, or even for the Championship.

How close are things?  Only 10 points separate 1st place from 9th.  This seemed like an amazing stat to me, and I thought that maybe it was just the case of it being "too early" for two or three teams to have broken away yet.

I went back and looked at the Period 6 standings for the past five years and checked how many teams were within 10 points of First Place in that period.  The results were pretty surprising:

1997 - 3 teams (3rd)
1998 - 4 teams (7th)
1999 - 2 teams (2nd)
2000 - 1 team (1st)
2001 - 3 teams (2nd)
2002 - 9 teams (???)

The number in parenthesis is the Period 6 ranking of the eventual Champion for that season.

A couple things to note:

Only once in the past 5 years was the Champion in First Place in Period 6.  

On the other hand, there was only one time in the past 5 years where the Champion wasn't within 10 points of First Place in Period 6.

The first item is interesting, though not terribly meaningful.  But to have the top 9 teams separated by just 10 points illustrates how close this year's race is and can be.  

Of course, none of this is very scientific.  I haven't looked at how tight each of the categories is -- a 10-point spread between 9 teams doesn't mean much if there's not the potential for movement within the category rankings.

And as I said up front, it is still very early.  It's reasonable to expect that some of those 9 teams will start to fall by the wayside in the next month or so, however that is something that has historically happened much earlier in this league.  The fact that we've got so many teams still in the running has got to be taken as an encouraging sign.

LATE NOTE:  I wrote all of the above on Monday night.  8 hours later, on Tuesday morning, things had changed a bit, with two teams falling out of the "within 10 points of first" range (they're both now 4 points short).  So that makes it 7 teams within 10 points of each other at the top of the standings, which is still an amazing number - over half the league separated by only 10 points.  

This overnight "4-point drop" by two different teams shows how close the categories are at the moment, though, and how easily points can be gained or lost.
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CAT
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STAT
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HR
Ruffins
24
4/11/00

HR
Copperfields
318
2000

RBI
Copperfields
70
9/11/00

RBI
Copperfields
1201
2000

SB
Ruffins
20
7/29/97

SB
Bald Eagles
312
1988

BA
Ruffins
.3625
5/30/00

BA
Copperfields
.2969
2000

W
Da Paul Meisters
9
7/20/98

W
Da Paul Meisters
129
1998

S
Dem Rebels
11
7/11/00

S
Six Packs
129
1999

ERA
Copperfields
0.81
9/18/00

ERA
Mudville Sluggers
2.82800
1985

RAT
Copperfields
0.78
9/18/00

RAT
Copperfields
1.15048
1992






OFF Pts
Copperfields
45
2000






PIT Pts
Copperfields
43.5
2000






TOT Pts
Copperfields
88.5
2000
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