ROSTER CHANGES

None.

Here We Go…

Pre-season games have already started, which is a sure sign that spring is just around the corner.  Another sure sign is that you’ll be hearing from me more and more often over the next several weeks, all leading up to:

Draft Day 2002

We’ve written it countless times recently, but something so important bears repeating:  Draft Day will be Saturday March 23, which is over a week before NL Opening Day.

Preliminary plans are for the Draft to start around 8:00 AM (same as last year) on Saturday the 23rd, and to be held at Rich’s office in Oakbrook (again, same as last year).  More information and directions will be forthcoming as D-Day draws near.  

Once again, everyone should plan on brining his own lunch and beverages for the day.  There will be some fridge space available (but not a ton), and I'm not sure about a microwave, so take that into account when deciding what to bring.

Since we'll be in Rich's workplace, alcohol would not be a good idea.  Besides, you don't want your judgment impaired when it comes time to bid on Rey Ordonez.  The League Office will once again provide the traditional Old Gold pretzel rods and Twizzlers.

There will be plenty more Draft Day information coming your way as the date draws near.

Pre-Season Calendar

Along with Draft Day, here’s a list of other important dates you should know:

Roster cut sheets will be sent out
You should mail your roster cuts back
Roster Freeze Day (if cuts sent by e-mail)
Roster Freeze Day (roster cuts due back)
List of Keepers released
Draft Day
Opening Day Rosters Due
First Free Agent Bids Allowed
Sunday, March 10
Thursday, March 14
Friday, March 15, Noon
Monday, March 18
Tuesday, March 19
Saturday, March 23
Monday, April 1, Noon
Tuesday, April 2, Noon

The Administrative Pre-Season will kick off on March 10 when Roster Cut Sheets will be sent to CFCL owners.  Roster Cut Sheets will be sent via e-mail in Excel Format.  If you do not have Excel on your computer, you can download a free Excel reader from Microsoft -- there's a link in the Download Center of the website. 

Owners will have the option of returning the completed forms via e-mail or via snail-mail.  If forms are e-mailed back to the Head Office, they must be received by the morning of Friday March 15.  Forms from owners who will be using the US Postal Service will not be due until Monday, March 18.  Whichever delivery system is used, the completed forms should be in the mail by March 14 to ensure they'll arrive on time. 

In the interests of fairness, I will not be accepting cuts over the phone or via fax.  It’s not fair for most of the league to finalize their cuts on Tuesday so they can get them in the mail, and then have someone else call their cuts in on Friday, thereby getting an extra couple days to make their decisions.  For the same reason there is a different due date for submitting cuts via e-mail.

If there are any questions about how the process works, check the relevant portions of the Constitution or contact me.

Money

Also, please remember that you’ll be required to send a check to cover all your expenses along with your cuts.  I’ll send reminders in future mailings, but if you want to get it out of the way, you can send it now.

Here’s a breakdown on what will be due with your cuts:


Entrance Fee

$  78.00

Banquet/Trophy
$  15.00

Stat Service

$    7.00

Draft Day Poker (opt)
$    5.00



Subtotal
$105.00 (or $100.00 without D-Day Poker)

Make checks out to David Mahlan and send them to:

David Mahlan

1431 Palmer

Downers Grove, IL  60516

Draft Day Poker

In the above list of fees, you’ll notice one optional one – Draft Day Poker.

I bring 2 decks of playing cards to the Draft, each card marked with the name of one of the top 104 players available in the Draft Pool (based on my judgment).  Then, when a player is acquired in the Auction or the Rotation Draft, the team acquiring the player also gets the associated card.  Each participating owner can collect up to 8 cards.

In a change from previous years, there will be no discarding after you’ve gotten your 8th card.  This year, you get 8 cards, and that’s it.  In retrospect, allowing the discards was probably unfair to those teams who only had 8 roster spots to fill.  Teams who had 12 open spots had 4 more opportunities to put a good hand together.

Speaking of putting a hand together, the owner who can make the best 5-card poker hand from his 8 cards takes the full pot.

Again, this is totally optional, but I’d ask everyone who wants to participate to please pay in advance so we don’t have to mess around with it at the Draft.

The X-Files

According to the official league records, the following players are eligible to be signed to X-year contracts this spring:

Matt Herges (Da Paul Meisters)

Lance Berkman (David’s Copperfields)

Ben Petrick (David’s Copperfields)

Pat Burrell (Eric’s Lambchops)

Chris Truby (Go-Go)

As you’ll recall, X contracts were something we came up with as a means of encouraging the investment in minor league players and of rewarding their owners for scouting minor leaguers and sticking with their investments.

In order for a player to be eligible for an X contract, he must meet the following requirements:

He must have been drafted as a minor leaguer (M contract)


He may have been traded while a minor leauger, but he must still be owned by the team that owned him when his contract changed from M to D

If you’ve got X contract-eligible players, see the CFCL Constitution for details about your options for signing these players at roster cut time.

New Meister Address

Da Paul Meisters’ front office announced that they have a new e-mail address:  zeledonp@aol.com.  Be sure to update your address book.

Pre-Opening Day Transactions

In years past, we’ve always either drafted the weekend following MLB Opening Day or within the 1-2 days just before Opening Day.  This year, however, we’ll be drafting over a week before games actually start.

The Executive Committee recently put on their thinking caps and came up with the following guidelines concerning CFCL roster moves between the end of the Draft and MLB Opening Day:

The salary cap will increase to its in-season level of $3.00 immediately following the Draft.  This will allow some tinkering between active and reserve rosters in case players on active rosters are sent to the minors prior to Opening Day.

Trading will be allowed beginning as soon as the Draft ends.

Free Agent bidding will NOT be allowed until the Tuesday FOLLOWING MLB Opening Day.

The contracts of players acquired on Draft Day will be determined by the method of their acquisition (same as always).  Players acquired in the auction will receive a D contract, even if they are subsequently sent to the minors by their MLB team.  The contracts of players acquired in the Reserve List Rotation Draft will be determined by their status on Opening Day – players on NL Opening Day rosters will be given D contracts; players who start the season in the minors (AND have rookie status AND have never been active on a CFCL team) will be given M contracts.

In addition to these post-Draft guidelines, be sure to review the rules for protecting M contract players going into the Draft.  There is a whole sub-section devoted to this in Article XIX of the Constitution.  With the Draft being so early this year, the decisions you make regarding your M contract players can have significant impact down the road.  Be sure you take a look at these rules soon and let me know if you have any questions.

