ROSTER CHANGES

01-28
SIX PACKS trade R Nen, J Lugo, B Hunter, and E Marerro to DEM REBELS for D Kile, their 2002 2nd round Rotation Draft pick and the Go-Go 2002 7th round Rotation Draft pick.

2-12
HARD HATS trade J Vidro, C Hernandez (HOU) and their 2002 10th and 16th round Rotation Draft picks to LAMBCHOPS for T Hollandsworth, T Lee, and their 2002 8th and 14th round Rotation Draft picks.

2-13
DA PAUL MEISTERS trade L Stevens and T Hundley to DEM REBELS for M Grudzielanek and the Six Packs’ 2002 7th round Rotation Draft pick.

DRAFT DAY 2002:  Saturday March 23

First, thank you to everyone for your incredible patience and flexibility in working with us to settle on this date.  I apologize for my lax calendar-checking with the original date of March 31, and I’m sorry to have dragged things out so long.

NOTE:  In a sense, this is still a tentative date – MLB’s Powers That Be still have their labor situation to sort out, and I guess there is still the chance that the start of the season will be delayed via walk-out, strike, lockout, or some other absurdity.  If Spring Training is interrupted and there’s a definite announcement that the start of the season will be delayed, we’ll revisit this whole thing once again.  Otherwise, we’re good to go for Saturday March 23rd.

We’re also very happy to report that Rich was able to reserve the large conference room in his company’s Oakbrook office for the Draft.  This is the same room that served us so well last year.  Originally, we thought that drafting on a Saturday would prevent us from getting this room, but Rich was able to swing it, for which I’m sure we’re all grateful.

Correction

When reporting the trade between the Six Packs and Hard Hats in the previous report, I mistakenly reported that the Hard Hats had acquired the Six Packs’ 6th round Rotation Draft pick.  In reality, the Hats received the Packs’ 16th round pick.

Draft Picks

Speaking of draft picks, we’re entering the pre-Draft trading season where Rotation Draft picks seem to circulate faster than Mo Vaughn at the post-game food spread.  (Ahhh, the gamesmanship begins:  am I taking a shot at Vaughn’s rumored 300+ pound girth because I’m hoping concerns about his weight will scare away competing bidders, or was Vaughn simply the first portly baseballer to come to my mind?  Only time will tell…)

Anyway, it’s worth noting that there are a few tools available on the website to help keep Rotation Draft picks straight:

At the end of the Roster Changes section of the online Report, there is a link to the 2002 Rotation Draft Pick Tracker.  This is a web page that lists all of the draft picks owned by each team and also indicates those picks that have been traded away.

The Excel roster sheet (available in the Download Center) lists all of the draft picks that have been acquired by each team via trade.  The number in parenthesis at the top of the list is the total number of draft picks owned by that team.

The Download Center also includes the full listing of all 2002 draft picks, broken out by round and fully updated for all trades to date.  This can be found under the 2002 Draft Prep section.

The Rotation Draft Pick Tracker was something Rich suggested I create a year or two ago as we neared the mid-season trading deadline.  It seemed to be helpful to teams who were considering trades involving draft picks.

Pre-Opening Day Transactions

In years past, we’ve always either drafted the weekend following MLB Opening Day or within the 1-2 days just before Opening Day.  This year, however, we’ll be drafting over a week before games actually start.

The Executive Committee recently put on their thinking caps and came up with the following guidelines concerning CFCL roster moves between the end of the Draft and MLB Opening Day:

The salary cap will increase to its in-season level of $3.00 immediately following the Draft.  This will allow some tinkering between active and reserve rosters in case players on active rosters are sent to the minors prior to Opening Day.

Trading will be allowed beginning as soon as the Draft ends.

Free Agent bidding will NOT be allowed until the Tuesday FOLLOWING MLB Opening Day.

The contracts of players acquired on Draft Day will be determined by the method of their acquisition (same as always).  Players acquired in the auction will receive an D contract, even if they are subsequently sent to the minors by their MLB team.  The contracts of players acquired in the Reserve List Rotation Draft will be determined by their status on Opening Day – players on NL Opening Day rosters will be given D contracts; players who start the season in the minors (AND have rookie status AND have never been active on a CFCL team) will be given M contracts.

In addition to these post-Draft guidelines, be sure to review the rules for protecting M contract players going into the Draft.  There is a whole sub-section devoted to this in Article XIX of the Constitution.  With the Draft being so early this year, the decisions you make regarding your M contract players can have significant impact down the road.  Be sure you take a look at these rules soon and let me know if you have any questions.

