ROSTER CHANGES

01-09
HARD HATS trade J Rollins, B Smith, L Montanez, and their 2nd and 11th round 2002 Rotation Draft picks to SIX PACKS for R Johnson, G Blum, and their 16th round 2002 Rotation Draft picks.

DRAFT DAY 2002:  March 31

Sunday March 31 has been tentatively tabbed for the 2002 CFCL Auction and Rotation Draft.  March 31 is the day before Opening Day of the 2002 MLB season.  It is hoped that scheduling the Draft for Sunday will enable us to secure the same Draft facilities we used last year (Rich Bentel's office in Oakbrook).

It is likely that the Draft will be scheduled to begin at 8:00 AM.  A confirmation of the date, time, and place will be forthcoming.

Unfortunately, we already know that The Professor will not be able to make the trek from Greensboro to join us in person, however plans are already in place for him to join us virtually, as he did last year.

If you know of a conflict with this date, now is the time to speak.  Let David or Rich know as soon as possible if you won't be able to make this date.

Documentary Update

Last Tuesday, a number of CFCL owners met briefly with the production team for the Fantasy Baseball documentary.  The meeting was mainly just a chance to get acquainted with one another and was a chance for us to ask questions and express concerns about the documentary project.

Rich had a busy second half of the week, but I believe he will be sending out a note soon with more details about what was discussed in the meeting and what will be expected of us.  In the meantime, here are some important points:

Happily, it looks as if the producers have officially settled on us as the league they want to use in the documentary.  

The producers collected basic information about each of the owners present at the meeting – things like team name, phone number, etc.  For those of you who weren’t able to make the meeting, Rich will be contacting you to collect your information to forward on to the producers.

The producers will begin contacting people for preliminary interviews in the next week or so.  They plan on doing half-hour interviews the first time around to get background and history.  Then they’ll do periodic follow-ups between now and Draft Day.

The producers will be relying on us to keep them informed of what’s going on and to suggest possible story lines.  For example, if you know you’ll be spending some time doing Draft prep or tinkering with your pre-Draft roster or mulling over trade proposals, give them a call – they may want to set up an interview to discuss your thought process/strategy.

Starting now, I will be copying the producers on everything I send to the league, and I’d encourage you to copy them on any league-related e-mails you send.  This can include e-mails to me with questions, etc, or e-mails to individual owners discussing trades.  This will help the producers stay in touch with what’s going on with the league as we move toward Draft Day.  The e-mail address for the producers is: fantasymlbdoc@yahoo.com 

That’s about it.  Keep an eye out for an e-mail from Rich with more info, and if you have any questions, feel free to contact me or Rich (who knows a lot more about this than I do).

New Rules Approval Procedure

Last season, when we discussed changing the stat categories we use, there was some question about how changes are made to the rules and the Constitution.  There seemed to be a feeling that the Executive Committee was in complete control of the Constitution and that they had the final say in any rule changes.

This is not exactly true.  While many rule changes/interpretations do originate in the Executive Committee, they can always be rejected by majority vote of the league as a whole.  For most of our history, the general membership of the CFCL seemed to take little interest in the business of modifying the Constitution, so it was generally assumed that unless someone spoke out there was implicit agreement with the Executive Committee’s decisions.  

However, since there seems to be some concern and confusion about exactly how much power the Executive Committee has, the EC thought it best to create some sort of formal voting procedure on rule changes.

In order to avoid the impression that the Executive Committee has the power to unilaterally impose rule changes on the league, there will now be mandatory votes on all revisions or additions to the CFCL Constitution.  The procedure will be as follows:

After the Executive Committee has discussed and decided on a change to the rules, an e-mail will be sent to all owners describing the proposed change and the reasoning behind it.  

This e-mail will signify the beginning of a voting period during which all CFCL teams may vote to approve or reject the proposed change.  

The voting period will last until Noon on the third day after the e-mail is sent (unless the Executive Committee feels the matter is time-sensitive and needs to speed up the time table).

The proposed change will be considered approved unless 7 teams (half the teams +1) vote to reject it.  Teams with multiple owners will receive only ONE vote to represent the team.

The new voting procedure applies only to changes or additions to the Constitution.  Cases where the Executive Committee is merely interpreting or clarifying existing rules do not require a league-wide vote (though they are still subject to rejection by the league as a whole if someone calls for a vote).

In addition to these changes, remember:  Any league member can propose a change to the rules.  Some of our most popular rule changes have been suggested by non-Executive Committee members.  So if you’ve got an idea, don’t keep it to yourself!

2002 Fees and Prize Distribution

At the 2001 Draft, Kelly Barone proposed an increase in the yearly Entrance Fee.  Kelly’s idea was to increase the fee to a certain level in 2002, and then increase it by a small amount in each subsequent season.  The idea was discussed at the Draft last year, on the Message Board during the season, and was included in the end-of-year opinion poll.

The Executive Committee has take all that input and come up with the following proposal for the Entrance Fee in 2002 and subsequent years.

The Entrance Fee for 2002 will be raised to $100 per team.  This $100 will cover ALL costs for the season:  $22 will go toward operating expenses (stat service, banquet, trophy), and the remaining $78 will go into the prize pool.

Then, in every other year the league as a whole will vote whether to increase the fees by $5 per team for the next two seasons (with the entire $5 going into the prize pool).

In order for fees to be raised, 75% of the teams must approve the new amount.  If the new amount is not approved, the current amount will remain in effect for that season.

Along with the increase in fees, the Executive Committee decided to propose a change to the distribution of the prize pool.  Currently, the top 5 teams win prize money at the end of the season (distributed as follows: 50%, 20%, 15%, 10%, 5%).  This is the distribution used in traditional Rotisserie Leagues.  

However, since we play for much less money than traditional leagues, the amount won by the 5th place team is negligible.  Last season, 5th place won only $27.  Even if we increase the fees as proposed in 2002, 5th place will be worth only about $46 – hardly an incentive to stay in the race, especially when 6th place wins the coveted #1 Rotation Draft pick for the following year.

The Executive Committee proposes we take the 5% that typically goes to the 5th place team and add it to the 2nd place team’s winnings.  This will provide a significant difference between 2nd and 3rd place winnings, thereby creating an incentive for teams in 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place to slug it out through the end of the season.  Rather than winning cash, the 5th place team will be awarded the #1 Rotation Draft pick.

The proposed prize distribution is as follows (with dollar amounts based on proposed 2002 fees in parens):

1st Place:
50% ($468)
2nd Place
25% ($234)
3rd Place
15% ($140)
4th Place
10% ($94)

As noted in the section above, none of this is a done deal.  We’ll have a league-wide vote on these proposals starting on Monday, January 21.  Watch your e-mail for details.

2002 TQS Web Pages Now Available

Our Total Quality Stats web pages are now up and running for the 2002 season.  All rosters are current and up-to-date, and more importantly, the Free Agents listing includes everyone who will be available in the Draft (so far), including players who were released following the 2001 season because they played out their options and players who have come over from the American League.  Other useful information includes stats for last year and the number of games played by position.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  There is a new, shorter address for accessing the main page.  I believe this new address simply references the old address, so the old one should still work, but you may want to update your bookmark to the following:

http://baseball.tqstats.com/cfcl/index.html

Passwords for accessing your private team pages have been reset, and will be sent to owners via e-mail.  Once you access your page, you can change the password using the link on the left.

