Ownership Issues

We’re happy to report that the ownership situations for all CFCL teams have been resolved for the 2002 season.

As everyone probably knows, Harry Witzke, co-owner of Bruce’s Witzke a Go-Go, decided he would not be returning for the 2002 season.  We’re happy to report, however, that Harry’s partner Bruce Ellman will be staying on and taking full control of the team.  There are rumors that a team name change is in the offing.

Tim Leen, owner of Tim’s Maulers, also decided against coming back for another season.  The Maulers will need a lot of work, but we think we’ve found the man for the job.  Jason Grey will be taking over the Mauler reins, and brings an impressive resume with him:

· 15 year veteran of fantasy baseball

· Publisher of the Master of Fantasy Baseball website (www.mastersball.com)

· Lead fantasy writer for CNN/Sports Illustrated

· Author/publisher of three books on fantasy baseball

· Participant (and 3rd place finisher) in the 2001 ToutWars national experts league

Like the Go-Go, the Maulers should have a new name soon as well.

Finally, there’s been a change in the Lambchop Front Office.  No, Eric’s not going anywhere, but work demands last year made it increasingly difficult for him to stay on top of things.  Rather than drafting a team and letting it coast, Eric has hired an Assistant General Manager to help him out.  The Lambchops new Assistant GM is John Lemon, a sportswriter with the Daily Herald.

There hasn’t been an announcement yet on how Eric and John will split responsibilities, but we’ll keep you posted.

Welcome to Jason and John!

Stat Categories

After months of debating, discussion, and dissection, the CFCL has voted to change the stat categories used for scoring.  Starting with the 2003 season, we will use the following stat categories:

On-Base Percentage
Total Bases
Runs Batted In
Runs Scored
Stolen Bases
Earned Run Average
WHIP (Baserunners/IP Ratio)
Strikeout-to-Walk Ratio (K:BB)
Quality Starts
Saves+Holds

One thing you’ll notice in the above list is that we’ve renamed the category previously called “Ratio” to “WHIP”.  As most people I’m sure know, WHIP stands for “Walks plus Hits divided by Innings Pitched” and is a commonly used label for the Ratio category.  Since we’re adding the K:BB ratio category, we felt it would be best to use a more specific label like WHIP.

The final vote count on the proposal was 9 in favor, 3 against, which exactly met the required 75% level for approval.  Oddly enough, two of the “No” votes came from the 3-man Executive Committee, who devised the damn proposal to begin with.  Go figure.

Anyway, 9-3 is certainly a convincing majority, and hopefully it’s truly reflective of the support the proposal has across the league.

Thanks to everyone who voted, to everyone who submitted comments on their ballots or contributed to the Message Board and e-mail discussions, and especially to the Executive Committee, who worked long and hard to hammer out the proposal.

Winter Waivers – KEEPERS DUE BY DECEMBER 4
Now that our ownership situation for 2002 is set and we’ve established our categories for a couple years down the road, we can finally proceed with Winter Waivers.  

A quick refresher – for Winter Waivers, each team must submit a list or 23 keepers from their current roster.  All players not kept will go through a waiver period lasting one week during which they are eligible to be claimed by any CFCL team.  Teams that successfully claim one or more players in a round must waive players from their 23-man roster to make room for them.  These waived players then form the waiver pool for the second round.  Waivers continue this way until we reach a round where no one gets claimed.  For more detail about Winter Waivers, see ARTICLE XVIII.  in the CFCL Constitution.

The lists of 23 keepers for Winter Roster must be submitted by Noon on Tuesday, December 4.  You can either send me your lists of keepers and cuts via e-mail or via snail mail.  Just make sure I get it by the 4th.

A couple other very important things to remember:

1.  The limit of 23 players includes BOTH major leaguers and minor leaguers (M contracts).  This isn't like the cuts before Draft Day where you can keep 15 players, plus 4 M contract players -- it's 23 players total.

2.  Remember, all players who were on B contracts were automatically released at the end of the season, so make sure not to include any of them on your list of 23 keepers.

3.  Once the first round of Winter Waivers is complete, teams are free to trade players without restriction.

4.  If you’re e-mailing your cuts, send them to the Roster Move address:  rostmove@aol.com.

5.  If you're mailing your cuts, send them to:

David Mahlan
1431 Palmer
Downers Grove, IL  60516

Baseball Simulations

Those of you who enjoy simulation games or All-Time Greatest tournaments should check out MLB’s website.  They just started running a simulation that pits 64 of history’s greatest teams in a bracketed tournament.  The teams in each bracket match-up play a three-game series to determine who moves on to the next round.  The first few games were just played (and the 1990 A’s knocked out the 1929 Cubs).  You can see the match-ups, plus boxscores and play-by-play descriptions for the games that have been played by going to http://www.mlb.com and clicking on the SimSeries link.

Simulations are run using a website called What If Sports (http://www.whatifsports.com), which you should also check out if you haven’t seen it yet.  The site allows you to select any two teams in history and run a simulated game between them.  You set the starting pitchers and line-ups for both teams, click a button, and a full box score and play-by-play for the game are displayed immediately.

Cool Tool

I recently came across a great tool for users of AOL and AOL Instant Messenger.  It’s a robot called “AgentBaseball” that runs on the Internet.  You add the screen name “AgentBaseball” to your Buddy List, and can then send it Instant Messages requesting baseball-related information.

For example, in an online chat on ESPN’s website on Wednesday, Bill James said Barry Bonds’ 2001 season was the greatest offensive season ever.  Want to see exactly what he did?  Just send the Instant Message “Barry Bonds hitting stats”, and AgentBaseball spits back Bonds’ full hitting record for last year:

Here are the 2001 season batting stats for Barry Bonds, OF, San Francisco Giants:

   G   AB    R    H   2B  3B  HR  RBI  BB   SB  CS  OBP   SLG    OPS   AVG
  153  476  129  156  32  2   73  137  177  13  3   .515  .863  1.378  .328

Wonder how strongly Kerry Wood finished the 2001 season?  Send the Instant Message “How did Kerry Wood do in his last 6 games?” and you get the following:

DATE    OPP   Outcome  IP   H   R   ER  BB  K   HR  ERA
Oct 4   CIN            6.0  5   0   0   3   10  0   3.36
Sep 29  HOU   W        6.0  3   2   2   3   5   0   3.48
Sep 24  @PIT           5.1  7   5   5   0   4   1   3.49
Sep 19  @CIN  W        7.0  2   0   0   1   9   0   3.32
Sep 7   ATL            6.0  5   2   2   1   6   0   3.48
Aug 3   @LOS  W        8.0  3   1   1   2   9   1   3.50
Totals        3-0           25  10  10  10  43  2   2.35

ERA for each game represents the season average up to that date. ERA in the "Totals" row represents average for the requested games.
Last week, I was swapping e-mails with someone who felt Randy Johnson deserved the World Series MVP to himself.  I didn’t have a problem with Johnson and Schilling sharing the award, but felt if anyone deserved it to himself it was Schilling.  To verify my thinking, I only had to send the Instant Message “Compare Randy Johnson and Curt Schilling in the World Series” and I got the following:

Player         Season         G  W  L  ERA   SV   IP   H   R  ER  BB  K   HB
Johnson    2001 World Series  3  3  0  1.04  0   17.1  9   2  2   3   19  0
Schilling  2001 World Series  3  1  0  1.69  0   21.1  12  4  4   2   26  1
As you can see, this can be a very useful tool, and just a little bit addicting.  Unfortunately, I didn’t hear about this until after the season was over.  Apparently, AgentBaseball also provides pitch-by-pitch updates on games during the season.  It’d be a very handy way to keep updated on games in progress while at work.

NOTE:  You do NOT have to be an AOL subscriber to use this feature.  Anyone with any type of Internet connection can download, install, and run AOL Instant Messenger for free.  The Download Center on the CFCL webpage includes a link to AOL’s page where you can download the tool.  Likewise, there is no charge for accessing AgentBaseball.

2002 Toppers

Based on the final 2001 standings, here are the teams that will receive Toppers, the number of Toppers the team receives, and the players who are eligible for Topper use:

RUFFINS (1)
  E Durazo
  A Jones
  T Helton
  S Rolen
PICTS (1)
  O Dotel
  E Owens
  G Swindell
HARD HATS (1)
  A Boone
STONES (3)
  R Belliard
  M Redmond

MEISTERS (3)
  K Benson
MAULERS (2)
  K Brown
  R Wolf
DEM REBELS (2)
  no B contract players
LAMBCHOPS (2)
  M Lieberthal

