ROSTER CHANGES

10-09
The following players played out their contracts and have become free agents.  Assuming they remain in the National League, these players will be available in next year's Draft:

ALFONSECA, A.

GONZALEZ, L.

PERSON, R.

BELLIARD, R.

HELTON, T.

REDMOND, M.

BENSON, K.

JACKSON, D.

REESE, P.

BONDS, B.

JENKINS, G.

REMLINGER, M.

BOONE, A.

JONES, A.

RICHIE, T.

BROWN, K.

LEITER, A.

ROLEN, S.

DOTEL, O.

LIEBERTHAL, M.

SNOW, JT.

DURAZO, E.

LOPEZ, J.

SOSA, S.

FINLEY, S.

NEVIN, P.

SWINDELL, G.

GARCIA, J.

ORTIZ, R.

VINA, F.



OWENS, E.

WOLF, R.

2001 Season Wrap-Up

For the 4th time in their history, David's Copperfields have repeated as CFCL Champions. 2001 marks the Copperfields' 10th CFCL championship. The Coppers entered the 2001 Draft with a record low .25 to spend on 10 players. They spent that .25 wisely, however, and in the end finished only half a point off of their record-setting 2000 total of 88.5 points. The Coppers set a new record for pitching points, with 44. It was the only new record set in 2001, which indicates how balanced the league was despite the final point totals. The Copperfields remain the only CFCL Champ to repeat the following year, and in 2002 they will attempt to achieve their second three-peat, which they did by finishing on top in 1986, 1987, and 1988. 

The second place Six Packs were languishing in 6th place, 17 points out of first place in mid-June, but put together a series of blockbuster trades and rose steadily in the standings over the next couple months. They were never able to get within less than 8 points of the Copperfields, but had virtually clinched a second place finish by mid-August.

There was a neck-and-neck finish for third place, with the DoorMatts and Go-Go requiring two tie breakers to determine who finished in 3rd and who finished in 4th. The teams ended up tied with 67 points. The tie remained through the first tie breaker, as each team topped the other in 4 categories. For the second tie breaker, each team's AB total is added to three-times their IP total. After the calculations were complete, the DoorMatts came out ahead with a total of 10622 versus the Go-Go's amount of 10144.

The DoorMatts’ third place finish was the highest in their eight-year history. The DoorMatts were actually in First Place for several weeks of the season, but their decision to not make any mid-season trades while all the other contenders were wheeling and dealing may have cost them a chance at a higher finish.

The Go-Go followed up their surprising 3rd place finish in their debut season of 2000 with another strong performance, nearly edging out the DoorMatts to repeat in 3rd. They were jinxed all year long, though, and lost key parts of their pitching staff to injuries and trades to the AL. In the end, they were almost able to sneak into 3rd place, but fell just short.

Rounding out the money spots were the 5th place David's Ruffins, who had finished in fifth the year before as well. Expected to contend after a disappointing season in 2000, the Ruffins were never able to put it all together for a run at the top. The Ruffins' farm system is still well-stocked, however, so they remain a threat. Also, by virtue of their 5th place finish, the Ruffins are entitled to use a Topper next year on one of the players they are losing to free agency this fall. That means there's a good chance that Andruw Jones, Scott Rolen, or Todd Helton will be back with the Ruffins next year. 

The real race at the end of the season was between the Picts, Da Paul Meisters, Stones, and Hard Hats for 6th place and the coveted #1 pick in each round of the 2002 Rotation Draft. The four teams entered the final week of the season separated by only 5 points.

The Picts spent considerable time in the money places early in the year, but ended up slipping. They did a fine job of holding on to finish atop the second division, though. 

The amazing Hard Hats picked up 4.5 points in the final week of the season and leap-frogged over both the Meisters and Stones to finish in 7th place. The Hard Hats were the only non-contending team to make any roster moves in September, so it's nice to see their hard work and diligence paid off.

The Stones made a strong push for a money finish early in the season, but decided to play for the future with a blockbuster deal with the Go-Go.

Da Paul Meisters entered the last week of the season in 7th place, but ended up slipping to 9th. They were severely handicapped very early on when owner Paul Zeledon was unable to stay for the entire Draft in April. Paul's inexperienced fill-in had an understandably difficult time filling out the Meister roster and Reserve List with late-round picks, so the team's 9th place finish has to be viewed as a pleasant surprise.

Tenth place went to the first year Tim's Maulers. Disappointing seasons from key players such as Mark McGwire may have doomed the Maulers from the start. Eleventh and Twelfth place were filled by a couple of veteran CFCL teams: Dem Rebels and the Lambchops. The Rebels made what may have been a premature decision to throw in the towel and dealt away many of their top producers in early June, while the Lambchops struggled out of the gate and never recovered. Both teams have a solid core of young talent, though, and are bound to improve soon.

2001 Awards Banquet

First, thanks to everyone who responded to my repeated queries about availability for the banquet – I know it was a hassle, but we wanted to do our best to schedule the event on a date when the maximum number of owners could make it.

Unfortunately, there wasn’t any one date that was good for everybody, so we had to end up selecting a date when some of you have conflicts – Saturday October 27.  A couple of the people who have conflicts with that date said they might be able to stop by for at least part of the proceedings.  

Stay tuned to your e-mail for more details in terms of location.  And if location will be a determining factor in terms of your being able to attend, drop me a note ASAP.

Winter Waivers and 2002

The Executive Committee is still nailing down plans for finalizing our 2002 membership and the timing of Winter Waivers.  As I wrote last week, the Maulers have decided not to return next year, and Bruce is trying to decide if he wants to bring back the Go-Go under solo ownership.  We’d like to get this situation resolved (and new ownership in place) before going ahead with Winter Waivers.  The drawback to postponing Winter Waivers is that no trading is allowed until after the first round of waivers is complete.

As a reminder, for Winter Waivers you’ll have to reduce your roster from 40 players to 23.  All the players who are cut then go into a huge waiver pool, from which they may be claimed by other teams (salary and contract remain the same).  We don’t have an exact date set for when cuts are due, as we may delay the process until we’ve settled our outstanding ownership issues.  But you should start thinking about the 23 players you want to keep – remember, minor leaguers (M contracts) count toward the total of 23.

Record Book

For the first time since we started keeping track of such things, not a single weekly record was broken this year.  All of the statistical category records were safe as well, though the Copperfields did manage to set a new mark for Pitching Points, breaking the record they set last year by half a point.

Weekly Records



Seasonal Records



CAT
TEAM
STAT
PERIOD END

CAT
TEAM
STAT
YEAR

HR
Ruffins
24
4/11/00

HR
Copperfields
318
2000

RBI
Copperfields
70
9/11/00

RBI
Copperfields
1201
2000

SB
Ruffins
20
7/29/97

SB
Bald Eagles
312
1988

BA
Ruffins
.3625
5/30/00

BA
Copperfields
.2969
2000

W
Da Paul Meisters
9
7/20/98

W
Da Paul Meisters
129
1998

S
Dem Rebels
11
7/11/00

S
Six Packs
129
1999

ERA
Copperfields
0.81
9/18/00

ERA
Mudville Sluggers
2.82800
1985

RAT
Copperfields
0.78
9/18/00

RAT
Copperfields
1.15048
1992






OFF Pts
Copperfields
45
2000






PIT Pts
Copperfields
44
2001






TOT Pts
Copperfields
88.5
2000

The Huge Competition for a Piddly Little Used Paperback

We have a new leader!  After leading this competition for almost the entire year, Rich has slipped to second place and Kelly has charged into the lead:

Owner
Team
Points

Part. %

Barone, Kelly
Six Packs
812

70%

Bentel, Rich
Dem Rebels
727

90%

Mahlan, David
Copperfields
560

35%

Olson, Steve
Stones
421

15%

Grage, Matt
Hard Hats
164

45%

Lamb, Eric
Lambchops
120

15%

Holian, David
Ruffins
119

25%

Hansen, Nick
Picts
114

10%

Bentel, Matt
DoorMatts
114

0%

Ellman, Bruce
Go-Go
107

0%

Witzke, Harry
Go-Go
27

0%

Leen, Tim
Maulers
8

0%

Zeledon, Paul
Meisters
7

0%


The totals above reflect the points awarded for coming closest to predicting the Cubs’ final record at various points in the season and for predicting the division and wild card winners in the NL and AL.

The Cubs finished the season with a record of 88-74.  Incredibly, I nailed the final record on the head back in May and picked up 200 points.  I probably should get some sort of extra credit for predicting the record exactly, but since I didn’t specify a bonus in advance, I’ll let it go.  I also had the closest predictions in July (92-70) and August (89-73), which gave me another 150 points.  Kelly got 150 points himself for having the closest prediction from among those submitted in June (90-72), which is what put him past Rich.

Rich, Kelly, and I also each got an additional 35 points for each correctly predicting 7 of the 8 post season teams.

Here are the predictions for the rest of the postseason:


Pts
Barone
Bentel
Mahlan

NL Series Team 1
15
Houston
Houston
Houston

NL Series Team 2
15
San Francisco
Arizona
Arizona







AL Series Team 1
15
Oakland
Oakland
New York

AL Series Team 2
15
Seattle
Seattle
Seattle







NL Champ
50
San Francisco
Arizona
Houston

AL Champ
50
Seattle
Oakland
New York







WS Champ
150
Seattle
Oakland
Houston


Kelly will be handicapped here because he predicted the Giants to go to the World Series, and they did not even make the postseason, so he’ll have to hope that Atlanta goes to the WS and neither Rich nor I will pick up points.  If Oakland goes to the WS, then Rich should be able to regain his lead and finish on top.  However, if the Astros and Yankees meet in the Series, I could conceivably pick up just enough points to eek past Kelly and post an amazing come-from-behind victory.

