ROSTER CHANGES

10-2
HARD HATS claim A Boone on waivers, reserve S Sullivan, waive J Cabrera (waive period ends 10-9).

10-2
HARD HATS reserve R Rivera, activate D Bautista from the Reserve List.

10-2
HARD HATS reserve K Rueter, activate K Caminiti from the Reserve List.

Free Agent Bidding

	
	None
  
	
  
	
  


Dumb Move/Smart Move

Last week, I used the last of my FAAB to acquire Jesse Garcia, hoping to pick up some stolen bases in the last couple weeks.  To make room on my roster for Garcia, I waived Aaron Boone.  I figured this was a great move – Boone was out for the rest of the year with a broken thumb and he was on a B contract, which means he’s automatically released at the end of the year anyway, even if someone claims him on waivers.  Dumb move.

One team out there was paying attention and actually thinking about things.  Matt Grage snagged Boone on waivers.  Why?  To get his Topper, of course.  Matt will lose Boone next week when the season ends, but by virtue of owning him when the season ends, Matt will have the right to use one of his Toppers on Boone next season.  Very, very smart move.

Toppers may have been something of a forgotten issue this season – of the teams that will probably receive Toppers (5th place through 12th place), many do not own enough B contract players to use all their Toppers next year.  Some teams traded away every single one of their B contracts, and won’t be able to use ANY of their Toppers.

Kudos to Matt for paying attention this late in the season and for catching me napping.

Survey Results

Thanks to everyone for taking time to respond to the End-of-Season Opinion Survey.  This one was a little more straight forward than the category survey, so I’m able to share some immediate results:

2002 Season
Most owners will be back with us next year.  Tim Leen of the Maulers felt he didn’t have the time to devote to running his team, and has decided not to return.  Harry Witzke of the Go-Go has decided to quit, but his partner Bruce Ellman is still thinking about the possibility of returning as a solo owner.  Otherwise, everyone else is planning on returning.

The Executive Committee will be considering options in terms of what to do with the Maulers and Go-Go (should Bruce decide not to return).  The ideal solution, of course, would be to find replacement owners.  Rich may have someone who is interested, but if anyone has any other leads on potential owners, please let us know.

In-Season Salary Cap
The salary cap anonymous approval.  Not a single person felt that the cap restricted normal roster movement, and 10 of 12 people felt the amounts were just right (one person thought they were too high, and one thought they were too low).

Awards Banquet
Based on the feedback in the survey, we may have as many as 11 people show up for the banquet.  The options for dates and locations will take some sorting out, but it looks like the popular times are Friday night, Saturday afternoon/evening/night.  Home Run Inn Pizza in Darien received the most enthusiastic support in terms of location, though Aurilio’s in Lombard or a location in the Near West suburbs seem to be the most popular choices. 

Entrance Fee/Trade Tax
Most people (9 of 12) favored some increase in the Entrance Fee, though most of them would like to see it limited to the $100 - $125 range.  Responses about the Trade Tax proposed by Kelly on the Message Board were all over the map, so that topic could probably use some discussion. 

Thanks again for contributing your opinion!

End-of-Season Business

As the season winds down, action is actually picking up here in the CFCL Front Office.  There’s a lot to be done at the end of each season, and for much of it, we’ll need your help and input:

The 2001 CFCL Awards Ballot is now online.  The ballot is on a web page similar to the one last year, where you select the players you want to vote for from a drop-down menu.  Ballots are due by Tuesday October 9.  Please try to submit your ballot promptly, as I’ll need more time then usual to calculate the results and print certificates.  You can find the ballot at this rather odd URL:

http://fp.geocities.com//copgeek/_vti_bin/shtml.exe/ballot.html

Winter Waivers will be coming soon.  Remember, for Winter Waivers you’ll have to reduce your roster from 40 players to 23.  All the players who are cut then go into a huge waiver pool, from which they may be claimed by other teams (salary stays the same and contract is set to W, which becomes a D next year).  We don’t have an exact date set for when cuts are due, as we may delay the process until we’ve settled our outstanding ownership issues.  But you should start thinking about the 23 players you want to keep – minor leaguers (M contracts) count toward the total of 23, and players on B contracts will be automatically released at the end of the season.

We hope to have a date for the Awards Banquet targeted soon.  Chances are it will be late October or early November (the World Series will go into the first week of November this season).  If you know of any weekend dates in this time frame when you know you won’t be available (and you didn’t mention them in your Survey), please let us know ASAP.  We’ll try to plan the banquet for the date when the majority of people can make it, but it’s doubtful we’ll be able to find a date when everyone’s available.

The Huge Competition for a Piddly Little Used Paperback

Here’s a recap of how the standings currently look:

	Owner
	Team
	Points
	
	Part. %

	Bentel, Rich
	Dem Rebels
	692
	
	90%

	Barone, Kelly
	Six Packs
	627
	
	70%

	Olson, Steve
	Stones
	421
	
	15%

	Mahlan, David
	Copperfields
	175
	
	35%

	Grage, Matt
	Hard Hats
	154
	
	45%

	Lamb, Eric
	Lambchops
	120
	
	15%

	Holian, David
	Ruffins
	119
	
	25%

	Ellman, Bruce
	Go-Go
	107
	
	0%

	Hansen, Nick
	Picts
	104
	
	10%

	Bentel, Matt
	DoorMatts
	104
	
	0%

	Witzke, Harry
	Go-Go
	27
	
	0%

	Leen, Tim
	Maulers
	8
	
	0%

	Zeledon, Paul
	Meisters
	7
	
	0%



The point totals for each person have been updated to reflect their Participation Percentage.  The Participation Percentage is the percentage of contests/trivia questions that each person participated in during the year.  Each person has received points equal to 100 times their percentage.  For example, since Rich participated in 90% of the contests, he got an additional 90 points added to his total.  Kelly had 70 points added, etc.

On the surface, this looks like a 2-horse race, but Rich and Kelly should watch out for the Mahlan Express.  There are still a lot of points out there, especially in the Guess The Cubs’ Final Record contest.  

Here are all the Cubs’ Final Record guesses I received:

	
	Barone
	Mahlan
	Bentel
	Grage
	Holian
	Lamb

	May (200 points)
	80-82
	88-74
	89-73
	89- 73
	79-82
	92-70

	June (150 points)
	90-72
	92-70
	93-69
	95-67
	x
	x

	July (100 points)
	x
	92-70
	94-68
	X
	x
	x

	August (50 points)
	92-70
	89-73
	90-72
	X
	x
	x



The Cubs are now at 85-71, with 6 games to play.  If the Cubs win 3 or fewer of their remaining 6 games, I will grab 350 points (and Kelly will snag 150).  Suddenly, I’d become a player, and the post-season predictions will be the deciding factor.  Things will be very interesting, because Rich (Oakland), Kelly (Seattle), and I (Houston) all predicted a different World Series winner, which is worth 150 points by itself.

Of course if the Cubs win 4 or more of their remaining games, Rich will take the 200 point May prize (as will Matt), which might seal the deal for Rich.  Kelly’s failure to submit a guess for the 100-point July contest could be very costly to him.  Based on his conservative other guesses, he most likely would have picked up the 100 points there.

Rotisserie Memories

Well, here it is, the last of the Rotisserie Memories.  This week we offer the concluding chapter of the 1984 edition of Rotisserie League Baseball, and essay about the chocolate drink that was poured over the Rotisserie League’s Champion every year.  In fact, the Rotisserie League ended several editions of their book with this same essay.

The CFCL adopted the Yoo-Hoo Ceremony for a couple years – Bob Monroe (of the Bald Eagles) and I were both doused with Yoo-Hoo, but the tradition quickly died out.

This is it for Rotisserie Memories.  Over the course of the season, I’ve reprinted almost the entire book, leaving out only the Constitution and a few other rules-related topics.  I hope that at least some of you enjoyed reading the excerpts.

Record Book

Here's how things currently stand:

	Weekly Records
	
	
	
	Seasonal Records
	
	

	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	PERIOD END
	
	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	YEAR

	HR
	Ruffins
	24
	4/11/00
	
	HR
	Copperfields
	318
	2000

	RBI
	Copperfields
	70
	9/11/00
	
	RBI
	Copperfields
	1201
	2000

	SB
	Ruffins
	20
	7/29/97
	
	SB
	Bald Eagles
	312
	1988

	BA
	Ruffins
	.3625
	5/30/00
	
	BA
	Copperfields
	.2969
	2000

	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	9
	7/20/98
	
	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	129
	1998

	S
	Dem Rebels
	11
	7/11/00
	
	S
	Six Packs
	129
	1999

	ERA
	Copperfields
	0.81
	9/18/00
	
	ERA
	Mudville Sluggers
	2.82800
	1985

	RAT
	Copperfields
	0.78
	9/18/00
	
	RAT
	Copperfields
	1.15048
	1992

	
	
	
	
	
	OFF Pts
	Copperfields
	45
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	PIT Pts
	Copperfields
	43.5
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	TOT Pts
	Copperfields
	88.5
	2000


