ROSTER CHANGES

6-13
HARD HATS reserve M Cairo, activate J Vidro from the Reserve List.

6-13
DEM REBELS reserve M Grudzielanek, activate A Ojeda from the Reserve List.

6-15
GO-GO reserve R Minor, activate JT Snow from the Reserve List.

6-16
DEM REBELS reserve R Bell, activate An Benes from the Reserve List.

6-16
STONES reserve J McEwing, activate K Griffey from the Reserve List.

6-16
STONES reserve D Hansen, activate E Karros from the ReserveList.

6-16
HARD HATS reserve J Cruz, activate D Bell from the Reserve List.

6-16
HARD HATS reserve S Sullivan, activate B Reith from the Reserve List.

6-18
HARD HATS reserve R Davis, activate M Cairo from the Reserve List.

6-18
RUFFINS reserve JD Drew, activate T Shumpert from the Reserve List.

6-19
COPPERFIELDS call S Clapp (.07) from the Free Agent Pool, release E Wilson.

6-19
COPPERFIELDS claim C Donnels on waivers, waive B Selby (waiver period ends 6-26).

6-19
COPPERFIELDS call S Trachsel (.05) from the Free Agent Poo (yes, I noticed the typo of leaving the ‘l’ off of ‘Pool’, but rather than correct it I thought I’d let it stand as I think it pretty accurately describes the level to which I’ve sunk in terms of player acquisition), reserve R Cormier, waive J D’Amico (waive period ends 6-26).

6-19
DOORMATTS call R Mackowiak (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve A Hyzdu, waive M Colangelo (waive period ends 6-26).

6-19
DOORMATTS reserve H Irabu, activate T Ritchie from the Reserve List.

6-19
SIX PACKS reserve G Norton, activate J Marquis from the Reserve List.

6-19
LAMBCHOPS reserve T Adams, activate M James from the Reserve List.

6-19
LAMBCHOPS reserve J Zuleta, activate A Boone from the Reserve List.

6-19
PICTS reserve E Alfonzo, activate A Cora from the Reserve List.

6-19
PICTS reserve S Elarton, activate D Weathers from the Reserve List.

6-19
PICTS claim C Krueter on waivers, reserve W Gonzalez, release D Bragg.

6-19
DEM REBELS call K Robinson (.12) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve C Pride.

6-19
DEM REBELS reserve J Manzanillo, activate T Wendell from the Reserve List.

6-19
HARD HATS claim M Belisle on waivers, reserve him, waive K Walker (waive period ends 6-26).

6-19
HARD HATS reserve M Benard, activate Ja Cruz from the Reserve List.

6-19
HARD HATS reserve B Reith, activate S Sullivan from the Reserve List.

6-19
HARD HATS reserve B Smith, activate M Matthews from the Reserve List.

6-19
GO-GO reserve B Jordan, activate A Sanchez from the Reserve List.

6-19
RUFFINS reserve A Levrault, activate B Wagner from the Reserve List.

6-19
RUFFINS call T McKnight (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive R Barajas (waive period ends 6-26).

Free Agent Bidding

	
	Rob Mackowiak
  DoorMatts

.06
  Picts


.05
	Kerry Robinson
  Dem Rebels

.12
  
	

	
	
	
	


New TQS Feature

In case you haven’t noticed it yet, “Live Scoring” has been activated for our league on the Total Quality Stats web page.  This feature enables you to get the current day’s stats for your active players while games are in progress.

To view this feature, you need to sign in to your private team page by selecting your team name in the drop-down menu and entering your password (this is cfcl2001 unless you’ve changed it).  Once on your team page, there’s a link at the bottom of the menu on the left labeled “Live Scoring”.  Click this button, and a pop-up window will display with your players’ stats for the games completed or in-progress for that day.  As long as you leave the pop-up window open, it automatically updates every five minutes.

If you’re too impatient to wait for the five minute update, you can right-click on the window and select Refresh from the pop-up menu that displays.

The nice thing about the pop-up window is that you can leave the window open in the background while surf in the main window or do other work, so you can get constant updates on how your team is doing.  Another nice job by TQS.

Speaking of TQS, there was recently a thread on the fantasy baseball newsgroup about stat services.  The thread started when someone posted about how pleased they were with the quality of their service, All-Star Stats, and what a great value it was.  This led to a discussion of the features offered by the various services, and the upshot was the TQS provided everything that All-Star Stats did except for stats on minor league players.  Here’s the kicker, though – All-Star Stats charges a whopping $45 PER TEAM.  That’s $36 more per team than the CFCL pays at TQS – 36 smackers is a lot to pay for minor league stats.  One wonders how All-Star Stats can stay in business.

New MLB Trade Deadline Rule

The Executive Committee has come up with a new wrinkle for dealing with the MLB trading deadline (6:00 PM, July 31).  

July 31 is typically the day that sees the greatest influx of players from the American League, which means the Tuesday following July 31 is where we typically see the most frenzied free agent bidding.  In fact, after Draft Day, it’s probably the most exciting day we’ve got (aside from the always-thrilling end-of-year Awards Banquet, of course).

Last year, things worked out perfectly, as July 31 fell on a Monday, which meant all the MLB trades had been completed and announced by the time the Noon Tuesday transaction deadline rolled around.  It made for a pretty exciting couple of days.

This year, however, July 31 is a Tuesday, which will have a couple of not-so-great effects:

1.  It’s conceivable that MLB trades will be announced on Tuesday morning, giving a distinct advantage to those owners who have Internet access or can listen to the radio at work.  It’s possible that some stud players could be traded from the AL on Tuesday morning and be acquired by CFCL teams at noon, with half the league or more not even finding out those players were available until later that night.

2.  There may be AL-NL trades made after the Noon CFCL transaction deadline, which means the players who come over from the AL will sit in the Free Agent Pool for a full week before we can bid on them.  This is not only a waste of good stats, but takes some of the fun and excitement of bidding on those new players.

To address these issues, the Executive Committee’s come up with what they term the Interleague Free Agent Bid Day (IFAB Day).  This event would be the day immediately following the MLB interleague trading deadline, regardless of when it occurs.  For example, this year we'd have normal transaction day on Tuesday, and then ALSO allow bidding on free agents on Wednesday to cover all the guys who came over after Noon on Tuesday.  If the trading deadline falls on a Thursday in some year, then we'd allow free agent bidding on that Friday.

Here are some important details about this rule:

1.  On the Interleague Free Agent Bid Day, bidding will be allowed on ALL free agents (not only those that came over from the AL in trades).  

2.  If the MLB trade deadline falls on a Tuesday (as it does this year), players traded to the NL from the AL can ONLY be bid on on the Interleague Free Agent Bid Day.  This would prevent a situation where Pedro Martinez gets traded to the Mets at 11:45 on Tuesday and is snagged for .12 by someone who's got Internet access at work.

Finally, an additional side benefit of IFAB Day is that we’ll not only know ALL the players who came over from the AL, but we’ll know all the players that CFCL teams lost because they were traded to the AL.  This means we’ll know exactly how much each team has to spend in their FAAB , and any additional money that's added to the FAAB for players lost to the AL can immediately be used on players traded over.  

If you have a question about IFAB Day, feel free to contact one of the Executive Committee members.

The Huge Competition for a Piddly Little Used Paperback

Here’s a recap of how the standings currently look:

	Bentel, Rich
	Dem Rebels
	114
	
	92%

	Barone, Kelly
	Six Packs
	93
	
	67%

	Grage, Matt
	Hard Hats
	91
	
	50%

	Holian, David
	Ruffins
	83
	
	42%

	Bentel, Matt
	DoorMatts
	68
	
	0%

	Mahlan, David
	Copperfields
	37
	
	33%

	Olson, Steve
	Stones
	33
	
	17%

	Hansen, Nick
	Picts
	33
	
	17%

	Lamb, Eric
	Lambchops
	25
	
	25%

	Leen, Tim
	Maulers
	7
	
	0%

	Ellman, Bruce
	Go-Go
	6
	
	0%

	Witzke, Harry
	Go-Go
	6
	
	0%

	Zeledon, Paul
	Meisters
	4
	
	0%



Last week, I offered 50 points to anyone who could identify the only person in MLB history to pitch at least 10 seasons and to have a .500 record in every one of them.  Rich, Dave H., and Matt G. each nabbed 50 points by identifying Babe Ruth.  Kelly needed a few hints to get the answer, so got only 10 points.  Rich’s ability to identify Ruth without any clues vaulted him past Kelly in the overall standings.

No one was able to identify (in order) the top four hitters with the best chance of breaking Hank Aaron’s HR record.  Only Kelly and Rich even took a guess at this one, and while they each got the four correct players, neither one got them in the right order.  Since they at least tried to answer, I’m giving them each a 5-point consolation prize.

For the record, the players are (according to a method invented by Bill James):

	Player (Age)
	Proj. Total
	% Chance at 700
	% Chance at 756

	Sosa (32)
	702
	51%
	35%

	Griffey, Jr. (31)
	690
	46%
	29%

	McGwire (37)
	694
	46%
	19%

	Bonds (36)
	667
	31%
	11%


POINT-SCORING OPPORTUNITIES

No one’s actually complained, but I figure I could be accused of coming up with trivia questions that are somewhat Cub-centric.  To try to remedy that, here are a couple White Sox questions (while still maintaining the Cub connection):

Who is the only player since 1900 to play for the Cubs, then later in his career play for the White Sox, and still later play for the Cubs again?

Who is the only player since 1900 to play for the White Sox, then later in his career play for the Cubs, and still later play for the White Sox again?

NOTE:  There are no tricks here – these guys actually played for one team in the majors, later played for the other team, then played for the first team again.  I’m not talking managing or coaching or little league/minor league stints or front-office jobs or anything like that.  Both players logged substantial time with both teams in the majors.  They’re not necessarily household names, but I’m fairly confident that they’re well-known to CFCL members.  I just wanted to put this disclaimer in because these sound like the types of questions that would have tricks involved, but rest assured, they’re very straight forward.

E-mail me with your guesses by Noon on Saturday, and I’ll give you 75 points for each correct answer.  If you correctly name both players in the same message, you get 25 bonus points.  If you want, you can request a hint, but that will reduce the award for a correct answer to 30 points for each.

Rotisserie Memories

This week’s excerpt isn’t as timely as some of the others have been, but there’s not much I can do about it now.  That’s right, it’s Part 1 of the Founding Fathers’ Guide to a Successful Draft Day.
Record Book

Here's how things currently stand:

	Weekly Records
	
	
	
	Seasonal Records
	
	

	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	PERIOD END
	
	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	YEAR

	HR
	Ruffins
	24
	4/11/00
	
	HR
	Copperfields
	318
	2000

	RBI
	Copperfields
	70
	9/11/00
	
	RBI
	Copperfields
	1201
	2000

	SB
	Ruffins
	20
	7/29/97
	
	SB
	Bald Eagles
	312
	1988

	BA
	Ruffins
	.3625
	5/30/00
	
	BA
	Copperfields
	.2969
	2000

	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	9
	7/20/98
	
	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	129
	1998

	S
	Dem Rebels
	11
	7/11/00
	
	S
	Six Packs
	129
	1999

	ERA
	Copperfields
	0.81
	9/18/00
	
	ERA
	Mudville Sluggers
	2.82800
	1985

	RAT
	Copperfields
	0.78
	9/18/00
	
	RAT
	Copperfields
	1.15048
	1992

	
	
	
	
	
	OFF Pts
	Copperfields
	45
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	PIT Pts
	Copperfields
	43.5
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	TOT Pts
	Copperfields
	88.5
	2000


