ROSTER CHANGES

5-17
DEM REBELS reserve D Buford, activate T Dunwoody from the Reserve List.

5-19
STONES reserve J McEwing, activate G Jenkins from the Reserve List.

5-21
RUFFINS trade R Rivera to HARD HATS for E Gagne.

5-21
RUFFINS reserve E Gagne.

5-21
HARD HATS activate M Matthews from the Reserve List.

5-21
HARD HATS reserve F Seguignol, activate R Rivera from the Reserve List.

5-22
COPPERFIELDS reserve P Astacio, activate R Cormier from the Reserve List.

5-22
COPPERFIELDS call A Riggs (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, waive D Magadan (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
DOORMATTS call S Chacon (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve B Reams, waive C Politte (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
STONES call V Castilla (.24) from the Free Agent Pool, waive D Hansen (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
HARD HATS reserve M Myers, activate K Walker from the Reserve List.

5-22
HARD HATS claim D Bautista on waivers, reserve D Bell, waive F Seguignol (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
HARD HATS call B Reith (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve C Duncan, waive R Kelly (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
LAMBCHOPS reserve L Hernandez, activate A Leiter from the Reserve List.

5-22
LAMBCHOPS reserve A Boone, activate J Zuleta from the Reserve List.

5-22
LAMBCHOPS reserve T Redman, activate E Brown from the Reserve List.

5-22
LAMBCHOPS reserve B Mueller, activate E Davis from the Reserve List.

5-22
LAMBCHOPS call K Osik (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve M Lieberthal, waive S Trachsel (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
DEM REBELS reserve M Remlinger, activate J Manzanillo from the Reserve List.

5-22
DEM REBELS reserve P Feliz, activate K Millar from the Reserve List.

5-22
DEM REBELS call A Ojeda (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve S Perez, waive K Lockhart (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
SIX PACKS reserve J Marquis, activate O Fernandez from the Reserve List.

5-22
RUFFINS reserve M Fetters, activate K Ligtenberg from the Reserve List.

5-22
RUFFINS reserve A Levrault, activate A Almanza from the Reserve List.

5-22
PICTS reserve A Cora, activate M Loretta from the Reserve List.

5-22
PICTS reserve E Owens, activate G Colbrunn from the Reserve List.

5-22
PICTS reserve O Dotel, activate G Swindell from the Reserve List.

5-22
PICTS call D Bragg (.08) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve T Goodwin, waive M Aybar (waive period ends 5-29).

5-22
GO-GO call J Castro (.10) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve C Truby.

5-22
GO-GO reserve D Sanders, activate R Gutierrez from the Reserve List.

Free Agent Bidding

	
	Vinnie Castilla
  Stones (6th)

.24
  Go-Go (1st)

.24
  Hard Hats

.16
  Copperfields
.11
	Brian Reith
  Hard Hats (9th)
.06
  Go-Go (1st)

.06
  Ruffins


.05
	

	
	
	
	


The Huge Competition for a Piddly Little Used Paperback

Well, things are off to a roaring start in the competition for my extra copy of the original 1984 edition of the Rotisserie League Baseball book.  I went back and calculated the points earned for players who won Player of the Week and Player/Pitcher of the Month Awards, plus for all the 3-HR games and No-Hitters.  

Kelly’s had both a 3-HR game and a No-Hitter, plus two Player of the Week Awards, which is how he jumped out to such a big lead.  There’s plenty of time to catch up, even for you couple of guys stuck at 0.

Last week I listed some of the ways points would be awarded in this madcap adventure.  Here are some more examples of point-winning activities/events:

Each Tuesday, the owners of those CFCL teams that moved up in the standings since the previous Tuesday will receive 1 point for each place in the standings they gained that week.  Owners will NOT lose points for falling in the standings.  (This one went into effect this week).

Owners of teams that set a new CFCL weekly record will get 15 points.

Bonus Points:  As we go along, I’ll semi-arbitrarily give out bonus points.  For example, Steve got 3 bonus points for being the first to submit his NL All-Star Voting guess.  Rich got 3 bonus points for being the only person to take a guess at the 4 double play trivia question I posted on the TQS message board.  I will ALWAYS give bonus points to someone who’s the only person to respond to a question or contest.  However, the first respondent to a question will not always get a bonus – I have a secret formula for determining when bonuses will be give for being the first to respond (HINT:  it may have something to do with the elapsed time between when the contest is posted and when the first response is received).

Participation Rating:  I am tracking who responds to each of the various questions and contests, and the percentage of contests you respond to will determine your Participation Rating.  At the end of the season, you’ll get an amount of points equal to half of your participation rating added to your total.  For example, there have been 3 contests so far:  the Guess the NL All Star Voting Winners contest in last week’s report, the 1-0 Game Winning Homer trivia question posted on the TQS message board, and the 4 Double Plays trivia question, also posted on the TQS message board.  Rich has participated in all three, so he has a Participation Rating of 100%, which means if the season ended now he’d get 50 extra points.  NOTE:  Your guess does not have to be correct to get the participation points – I will NEVER deduct points for an incorrect guess, so simply participating in the contests is a very simple way to rack up points.  All it takes is reading the weekly reports and frequently checking the CFCL website and the message board at TQS – all things you should be doing anyway.

I still intend to set up a web page to track this stuff with a list of the various point-scoring events.  Until I can get that done, however, here’s a snapshot of the current standings:

	Owner
	Points
	Participation %

	Barone, Kelly
	48
	67%

	Olson, Steve
	32
	67%

	Bentel, Matt
	30
	0%

	Bentel, Rich
	18
	100%

	Mahlan, David
	16
	33%

	Lamb, Eric
	15
	0%

	Grage, Matt
	8
	33%

	Ellman, Bruce
	5
	0%

	Leen, Tim
	5
	0%

	Witzke, Harry
	5
	0%

	Hansen, Nick
	1
	0%

	Holian, David
	0
	0%

	Zeledon, Paul
	0
	0%


EXTENSION:  Since the first set of All-Star voting results won’t be released until 5/29 (and since only 4 people participated), I’m extending the deadline for the Guess the NL All Star Vote Winners contest until Noon on Saturday.

POINT-SCORING OPPORTUNITY:  The Return of Who Is It?

2 or 3 years ago, I used to run a competition in the weekly report and on the web page called “Who Is It?”  I’d take a picture of a player or other baseball-related person, crop it to disguise his/her identity, then make people try to identify who it was.  It was a ton of fun, but it got more and more difficult to find usable pictures – after all, it had to be cropped so that it hid the person’s identity but left enough so there was something to identify him/her by.

Then I realized there was more than one way to paint and crop a picture.

I’ve been playing this game for nearly 20 years, and in that time I’ve accumulated a lot of literature evaluating players, etc.; all of which I’ve kept.  Maybe it’s time to put some of that to work.  Since a picture’s worth a thousand years, I figure a dozen or so words should be worth a cropped picture.

Below are some comments Bill James wrote about four different players in 1995.  All of them are currently active in the National League (though they may not have all been in the NL when the comments were written).  NOTE:  James wasn’t necessarily correct in any or all of these evaluations.

Who Are They?

"I believe this is the only time in the book I use the word 'awesome'.  X's awesome power forced the (team) to wedge him into the lineup, even though they had no place for him. As a left fielder, he's a first baseman, but has a real chance to hit 40 homers a year, maybe 45."  Later James wrote about the same player:  “History shows there are at least one and normally are two rookies in every crop who will wind up in Cooperstown.  My bets are X and Manny Ramirez.”

"Had his best major league season in '93 and was on his way to topping it last year, hitting .300, on target for 100 RBI and another 30/30 combo. Has a strong arm and excellent range in right, although he does make errors. He is regarded as hard-working and is admired by his teammates. Only 26; his run is just beginning."

"Has one of the best arm in the world, but is having trouble getting beyond that. His 95-mph fastball paralyzes right-handers, but needs more equipment to work on the lefties. He's still a Grade A Prospect, but could be the new Calvin Schiraldi."

"In the tradition of Dick Allen, Rogers Hornsby, Pete Browning, Goose Goslin -- a tremendous hitter who moves from team to team because he's a poor fielder and a big pain. At some point in his career, X will win an MVP Award. He'll have a year where he behaves himself, works hard, and stays healthy."

In my estimation, two of these people are pretty easy to identify, so they’re worth 5 points apiece.  The other two are more difficult, so they’ll be worth 10 points apiece.

HINT:  I have a hint available for the two more difficult players.  You can get this hint by requesting it via e-mail, but if you ask for the hint, the prize for those two players falls from 10 to 7 points each.

DEADLINE:  Answers must be received by Noon on Saturday May 26.

Rotisserie Memories

In honor of this year’s first in-season trade, the Rotisserie League Baseball excerpt this week is their chapter on trading.

There’s nothing really earth shattering here, but it’s interesting to read about some of the techniques that may have worked in days prior to the huge tidal wave of information that’s available via the Internet, etc.  Actually, many of the ”Cardinal Rules” (or “Blue Jay Rules” if you’re playing AL) still hold up today.

Record Book

Here's how things currently stand:

	Weekly Records
	
	
	
	Seasonal Records
	
	

	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	PERIOD END
	
	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	YEAR

	HR
	Ruffins
	24
	4/11/00
	
	HR
	Copperfields
	318
	2000

	RBI
	Copperfields
	70
	9/11/00
	
	RBI
	Copperfields
	1201
	2000

	SB
	Ruffins
	20
	7/29/97
	
	SB
	Bald Eagles
	312
	1988

	BA
	Ruffins
	.3625
	5/30/00
	
	BA
	Copperfields
	.2969
	2000

	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	9
	7/20/98
	
	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	129
	1998

	S
	Dem Rebels
	11
	7/11/00
	
	S
	Six Packs
	129
	1999

	ERA
	Copperfields
	0.81
	9/18/00
	
	ERA
	Mudville Sluggers
	2.82800
	1985

	RAT
	Copperfields
	0.78
	9/18/00
	
	RAT
	Copperfields
	1.15048
	1992

	
	
	
	
	
	OFF Pts
	Copperfields
	45
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	PIT Pts
	Copperfields
	43.5
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	TOT Pts
	Copperfields
	88.5
	2000


