ROSTER CHANGES

4-5
COPPERFIELDS reserve V de los Santos, activate D Reyes from the Reserve List.

4-9
GO-GO reserve A Echevarria, activate R Sanders from the Reserve List.

4-10
COPPERFIELDS reserve D Hamilton, activate D Dellucci from Reserve List.

4-10
COPPERFIELDS reserve D Reyes, activate A Fultz from the Reserve List.

4-10
COPPERFIELDS call P Hiatt (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve R Coomer, waive V de los Santos (waive period ends 4-17).

4-10
DOORMATTS reserve N Perez, activate D Menendez from the Reserve List.

4-10
DOORMATTS call A Pena from the Free Agent Pool, reserve C Krueter, waive P Bako (waive period ends 4-17).

4-10
DEM REBELS reserve R Bell, activate T Wendell from the Reserve List.

4-10
LAMBCHOPS reserve E Brown, activate S Dunston from the Reserve List.

4-10
LAMBCHOPS reserve S Trachsel, activate T Van Poppel from the Reserve List.

4-10
LAMBCHOPS call J Zuletz (.10) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve T Houston, waive B Sylvester (waive period ends 4-17).

4-10
GO-GO reserve J Grilli, activate K Brown from the Reserve List.

4-10
GO-GO call F Heredia (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him.

4-10
RUFFINS reserve D Bautista, activate B Trammell from the Reserve List.

4-10
RUFFINS call J Fassero (.24) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve J Acevedo, waive S Williamson (waive period ends 4-17).

4-10
RUFFINS activate R Ankiel from the Reserve List.

4-10
SIX PACKS reserve B Hunter, activate G Norton from the Reserve List.

4-10
SIX PACKS reserve J Slusarski, activate T Davey from the Reserve List.

4-10
SIX PACKS reserve J Marquis, activate A Eaton from the Reserve List.

4-10
SIX PACKS reserve D Wall, activate B Tollberg from the Reserve List.

Free Agent Bidding

	
	Jeff Fassero
  Ruffins


.24
  J Fassero


.17
  Lambchops

.13
  Hard Hats

.11
  Go-Go


.10
  DoorMatts

.06
	Julio Zuleta
  Lambchops

.10
  Picts


.08
  Go-Go


.07
  Copperfields
.07
  Hard Hats

.05
	

	
	
	
	


DVD Report

Just a quick public service announcement for those of you who own DVD players:  The 1984 classic baseball film, “The Natural”, was just released on DVD.  Last year, participants in the CFCL website poll named “The Natural” their second-favorite baseball film of all time (just one vote behind “Field of Dreams”). 
In addition to the film, the DVD includes a documentary hosted by Cal Ripkin who, it is clear, is a big fan of the film.

Click on the picture of the DVD cover above to go to the page for “The Natural” at Amazon.com.  If you don’t buy the DVD, you at least owe it to yourself to put it on your list to rent.  Check out the scene where Roy Hobbs takes batting practice with the Knights for the first time, and see if you don’t agree that “The Natural” has the all-time best sound effects for bat hitting ball. 

Charity Ten-Pin

On behalf of Da Paul Meisters’ owner, Paul Zeledon, I’d like to encourage everyone to consider taking part in TriCity Bowlarama VI on Saturday, April 28th.  The Bowlarama is an annual charity event co-organized by Paul to benefit the TriCity Family Services Wilderness Challenge. 
Proceeds from this event help fund the scholarship program for the Challenge, which takes teens from the Batavia/Geneva on a weeklong camping/rafting trip.  While the teens are supervised by adults, they make most of the decisions as they work together and build confidence in themselves.

My wife and I participated in the event a couple years ago and had a great time.  In fact, Michelle won a two-night stay at a hotel for having the high female game score and I won a free dinner in a random drawing, which made for a very nice weekend away from the kids.  If you’re free, I’d highly recommend taking part in this event.

The Bowlarama will take place on April 28, and will be held at Bowlway Lanes in Elgin.  If you’re interested, give Paul a call at 847-884-7915.

Tools To Use

With the beginning of another baseball season, I thought I'd point out a couple tools that can make your baseball and CFCL experience even more enjoyable.  All of these tools are FREE, and many of them are available in the CFCL Download Center:
RealPlayer 8 Basic
A very nifty program that allows you to use your computer to tune into radio stations (and other audio and video resources).  Of course, the great application for us is the ability to listen LIVE to any major league ballgame currently being played.  Once you've downloaded and installed the player, you can use the link on the Main CFCL web page to access Major League Baseball's RealAudio broadcast page, which provides links for all of the day's games.

NOTE:  Major League Baseball sticks it to the fans once again.  It used to be you could go to the web page of any radio station that was broadcasting a major league baseball game, click on the RealPlayer icon, and tune in to the game.  This year, however, MLB has seized control of Internet broadcasts, in essence “blacking out” the broadcasts of games from radio station web pages.  Now, the only way to access the Internet broadcasts is via from MLB.com where you’ve got to pay $9.95 for the season’s worth of games (you do get a $10 coupon for merchandise in MLB’s Internet souvenir shop, but just try finding something there for $10 or less – chances are you’ve got to spend additional $$ just to use the certificate).  What a crock.  

Microsoft Word and Excel Viewers
These programs are very handy for people who don't have Microsoft's word processor (Word) or database (Excel) programs installed on their computer.  All of the documents I provide (the downloadable copy of this report, weekly stats, rosters, draft pick lists, spring training rosters, cut forms, CFCL Constitution, etc) are in either Word or Excel format.  I, and many other people, have access to Word and Excel via work, but for others who just have computers at home, these Viewers will allow you to open and print the files.

AOL Instant Messenger
AOL members get this automatically, however, people who don't have AOL can still download a free copy of Instant Messenger, which will allow you to see when your 'buddies' are online and chat with them.  I imagine this would come in very handy for trade discussions.

ESPN GameCast
An excellent interface for checking out games in progress.  Short of watching the game on television or listening using RealPlayer, this could be the best way to keeping up on current game action.  GameCast's screen allows you to switch between three panels for each game -- the current situation, which provides data about the current hitter and pitcher, count, runners on base, etc; a constantly-updated box score; and a play-by-play summary of the game so far.  A scrolling scoreboard at the top of the window allows you to switch to other games being played at the same time.

To access GameCast, go to ESPN's baseball page, click on Scores, find the game you want, and click on the GameCast: Pitch-by-Pitch Coverage for that game.

STATS, Inc. Baseball Portfolio
Here's another one for AOL members.  AOL provides free access to the wealth of information provided to STATS, Inc. subscribers.  Aside from all the stats and news, you also get Baseball Portfolio, which allows you to define several teams.  You can create a file for your CFCL team and add all your players.  Once your team's set up, you can select from various options including their stats for the current day, yesterday, the season to date, the last 7, 14, or 21 days, and STATS' season projections.  Sure, you get box scores with your players stats from TQS everyday, but why wait until tomorrow morning when the Baseball Portfolio is updated instantly?  If it's 9:00 PM and you want to quickly see how your team's doing, check Baseball Portfolio and it will give you all your players' stats for all games completed or currently underway.  Much quicker than hunting through box scores.  I've set up one team for my active roster and one for my reserve list.

AOL members can access Baseball Portfolio simply by entering Keyword: baseball portfolio.  Non-AOLers can also get Baseball Portfolio on STATS, Inc's website, but you've gotta pay for it.

AOL Scoreboard
Sorry for you non-AOLers, but this one’s an AOL exclusive.  If you’re on AOL, you can enter Keyword:  nl scores and a window will pop up listing all the National League games for that day.  For games that haven’t begun yet, there’s a link for a Preview, that covers the starting pitching match-up for the game.  If the game is complete, there are links for the complete Boxscore and a Recap of the game.

The real value, though, is for games that are in-progress.  There’s a link for the running Boxscore, which is updated throughout the game, but there’s also a Pitch-by-Pitch link, which will pop up a small window that provides pitch-by-pitch results as the game progresses.  It’s very handy for catching an at-bat or two of various games.  It’s kind of like a miniature version of ESPN’s GameCast without all the graphics.  It’s quicker to access, though, and has the bonus of allowing you to have several different games displayed at once.

Record Book

Here's how things currently stand:

	Weekly Records
	
	
	
	Seasonal Records
	
	

	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	PERIOD END
	
	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	YEAR

	HR
	Ruffins
	24
	4/11/00
	
	HR
	Copperfields
	318
	2000

	RBI
	Copperfields
	70
	9/11/00
	
	RBI
	Copperfields
	1201
	2000

	SB
	Ruffins
	20
	7/29/97
	
	SB
	Bald Eagles
	312
	1988

	BA
	Ruffins
	.3625
	5/30/00
	
	BA
	Copperfields
	.2969
	2000

	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	9
	7/20/98
	
	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	129
	1998

	S
	Dem Rebels
	11
	7/11/00
	
	S
	Six Packs
	129
	1999

	ERA
	Copperfields
	0.81
	9/18/00
	
	ERA
	Mudville Sluggers
	2.82800
	1985

	RAT
	Copperfields
	0.78
	9/18/00
	
	RAT
	Copperfields
	1.15048
	1992

	
	
	
	
	
	OFF Pts
	Copperfields
	45
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	PIT Pts
	Copperfields
	43.5
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	TOT Pts
	Copperfields
	88.5
	2000


