ROSTER CHANGES

2-23
MAULERS trade J Vidro and their 7th and 16th round Rotation Draft picks to HARD HATS for Glendon Rusch, Ugueth Urbina, and their 1st round Rotation Draft pick.

2-25
HARD HATS trade E Karros and their 9th, 11th, and 15th round Rotation Draft picks to STONES for B Penny and their 7th round Rotation Draft pick.

3-1
DEM REBELS trade J Hammonds and N Perez to DOORMATTS for R Ortiz, E Dessens, and their 2nd round Rotation Draft pick.

Welcome Maulers

As you may have noticed in the transaction listed above, there’s a new CFCL team out there.  Tim’s Maulers is the name Tim Leen decided to give to his organization.  As you’ll recall, Tim took over the reigns of the ForGoetz Me Nots when Dave Goetz dropped out of the league earlier this year.  The Maulers become the 32nd franchise in the CFCL’s 17-year history.

Here We Go…

Pre-season games have already started, which is a sure sign that spring is just around the corner.  Another sure sign is that you’ll be hearing from me more and more often over the next several weeks, all leading up to:

Draft Day 2001

We’ve written it countless times recently, but something so important bears repeating:  Draft Day will be Sunday April 1, which is the day before NL Opening Day.

Preliminary plans are for the Draft to start around 8:00 AM (same as last year) on Sunday the 1st, and to be held at Rich’s office in Naperville (again, same as last year).  More information and directions will be forthcoming as D-Day draws near, but the date is set in stone.

Given the fiasco of last year’s lunchtime experience, I think we’re leaning AGAINST having an organized lunch order/delivery.  Instead, all owners will be responsible for brining their own lunch as well as drinks.  Keep in mind that fridge space is semi-limited, and I don’t believe there’s a microwave available, so take that into account when planning what to bring.

Since we’ll be in Rich’s workplace, alcohol would not be a good idea.  Besides, you don’t want your judgment impared when it comes time to bid on Rey Ordonez.  The League Office will provide the traditional pretzel rods and Twizzlers.

There will be plenty more Draft Day info coming your way as the date draws near.

Pre-Season Calendar

Along with Draft Day, here’s a list of other important dates you should know:

	Roster cut sheets will be mailed out
You should mail your roster cuts back
Roster Freeze Day (if cuts sent by e-mail)
Roster Freeze Day (roster cuts due back)
List of Keepers mailed out
Draft Day
NL Opening Day
	Monday, March 12
Tuesday, March 20
Wednesday, March 21
Friday, March 23
Monday, March 26
Sunday, April 1
Monday, April 2


The Administrative Pre-Season will kick off on March 12 when Roster Cut Sheets will be mailed to CFCL owners.  Unless otherwise requested, owners who typically receive standings reports via e-mail will also receive their Roster Cut Sheets via e-mail in Excel Format.  If you do not have Excel on your computer, you can download a free Excel reader from Microsoft -- there's a link in the Download Center of the website. 

Owners will have the option of returning the completed forms via e-mail or via snail-mail.  If forms are e-mailed back to the Head Office, they must be received by the morning of Wednesday March 21.  Forms from owners who will be using the US Postal Service will not be due until Friday, March 23.  Whichever delivery system is used, the completed forms should be in the mail by March 20 to ensure they'll arrive on time. 

In the interests of fairness, I will not be accepting cuts over the phone or via fax.  It’s not fair for most of the league to finalize their cuts on Tuesday so they can get them in the mail, and then have someone else call their cuts in on Friday, thereby getting an extra couple days to make their decisions.  For the same reason there is a different due date for submitting cuts via e-mail.

If there are any questions about how the process works, check the relevant portions of the Constitution (which will be updated soon), or contact me.

Money

Also, please remember that you’ll be required to send a check to cover all your expenses along with your cuts.  I’ll send reminders in future mailings, but if you want to get it out of the way, you can send it now.

Here’s a breakdown on what will be due with your cuts:


Entrance Fee

$30.00

Salaries/Transactions
$15.00

Banquet/Trophy
$15.00

Stat Service

$  7.00

Draft Day Poker (opt)
$  5.00



Subtotal
$72.00


Postage


$18.00 (full report), $13.00 (short report)

Owners who will download reports from Internet:

Send a check for either $72 or $67, depending on if you want to play Draft Day Poker

Owners who want full reports sent in the mail:

Send a check for either $90 or $85, depending on if you want to play Draft Day Poker

Owners who want short reports send in the mail:

Send a check for either $85 or $80, depending on if you want to play Draft Day Poker

Make checks out to David Mahlan and send them to:

David Mahlan

1431 Palmer

Downers Grove, IL  60516

The X-Files

According to the official league records, the following players are eligible to be signed to X-year contracts this spring:

Kris Benson (Da Paul Meisters)

Adrian Beltre (David’s Copperfields)

Daryle Ward (David’s Ruffins)

Matt Clement (David’s Ruffins)

Byung-Hyun Kim (Six Packs)

As you’ll recall, X contracts were something we came up with as a means of encouraging the investment in minor league players and of rewarding their owners for scouting minor leaguers and sticking with their investments.

In order for a player to be eligible for an X contract, he must meet the following requirements:

He must have been drafted as a minor leaguer (M contract)


He may have been traded while a minor leauger, but he must still be owned by the team that owned him when his contract changed from M to D

If you’ve got X contract-eligible players, see the CFCL Constitution for details about your options for signing these players at roster cut time.

Rule Change Refresher

The details of the recent rule changes appeared in the last report, but a little refresher never hurt:

In-Season Salary Cap
The amount of the cap changing depending on the time of year:

Immediately following the Draft, the salary cap will be changed from it's Draft Day level of $2.60 to $3.00.

The cap will remain at $3.00 until the end of the Major League All-Star Game.  At Noon on the day following the All-Star game, the salary cap will be increased to $3.50.

The $3.50 cap will stay in effect until September, at that time it will bump up to $3.60, where it will remain until the end of the season.

Limited Toppers
Some teams will be given Topper rights to one or more of the B contract players they owned at the end of the previous season.  The team owning the Topper for a given player has the right to "top" the highest bid on that player in the Draft and receive the player.  Toppers will be assigned based on place in the final standings:


1st - 4th

No Toppers

5th - 7th

1 Topper each

8th - 9th

3 Toppers each

10th - 12th

2 Toppers each

Must-Buy DVD

Those of you who own a DVD player or have a DVD drive on your computer should high-tail it to your favorite DVD supplier and get the following disk:
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	The MLB All Century Team Enhanced DVD Edition:  The main program on the DVD is the special that was narrated by Bob Costas and broadcast around the All-Star Game in 1999.  It covers the top 30 players of the 20th Century, and includes a short 2-3 minute segment on each.

This main program is also available on VHS, but it’s the extra material on the DVD that makes it so awesome.  There’s actually more “bonus” material here (110 minutes) than in the original program (70 minutes).  


In addition to the Costas special, you get clips from the Team of the Century ceremonies at Turner Field and at Fenway Park prior to the All-Star Game.  As some of you may remember, Ted Williams was the last player announced at Fenway, and he was brought in on a golf cart, which took him to the pitcher’s mound.  There, all the players, both the All-Century Team and current all-stars gathered around him.  In accompanying interviews, it’s cool to hear current superstars like Mark McGwire and Bernie Williams talk about how incredible the moment was and how the organizers kept trying to move the players off the field so the game could begin, but no one wanted to leave.

Then, there are individual segments for each of the top 30 players, featuring video clips, interviews, and stats.  A good deal of the film is stuff I’ve never seen anywhere else.  For example, for Ernie Banks, they have the broadcast of his 500th HR.  Not just the home run, but the entire at-bat -- the clip goes on much longer than what you usually see.  You get to see him come back to the dugout and get congratulated by his teammates, including Willie Smith, who had retrieved the ball.  Then there’s a brief snippet of a post game interview with Jack Brickhouse.  Or video tape of Ken Griffey Jr. playing high school ball.

There are lots of emotional moments, perhaps the best of which is a ten-minute montage of the 20th Century’s 100 Greatest Players set to music.  If you’re a fan of the game, this DVD is well worth the $19 investment.  I’ll try to remember to bring the DVD to Draft Day to play before we start and during breaks.

Record Book

Here's how things currently stand:

	Weekly Records
	
	
	
	Seasonal Records
	
	

	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	PERIOD END
	
	CAT
	TEAM
	STAT
	YEAR

	HR
	Ruffins
	24
	4/11/00
	
	HR
	Copperfields
	318
	2000

	RBI
	Copperfields
	70
	9/11/00
	
	RBI
	Copperfields
	1201
	2000

	SB
	Ruffins
	20
	7/29/97
	
	SB
	Bald Eagles
	312
	1988

	BA
	Ruffins
	.3625
	5/30/00
	
	BA
	Copperfields
	.2969
	2000

	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	9
	7/20/98
	
	W
	Da Paul Meisters
	129
	1998

	S
	Dem Rebels
	11
	7/11/00
	
	S
	Six Packs
	129
	1999

	ERA
	Copperfields
	0.81
	9/18/00
	
	ERA
	Mudville Sluggers
	2.82800
	1985

	RAT
	Copperfields
	0.78
	9/18/00
	
	RAT
	Copperfields
	1.15048
	1992

	
	
	
	
	
	OFF Pts
	Copperfields
	45
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	PIT Pts
	Copperfields
	43.5
	2000

	
	
	
	
	
	TOT Pts
	Copperfields
	88.5
	2000


