ROSTER CHANGES

1-23
GO-GO trade Chp Jones and C Schilling to PICTS for J Rocker and JT Snow.

1-26
SIX PACKS trade M Lieberthal to LAMBCHOPS for A Brown and their 13th round Rotation Draft pick.

Happy 2001

Welcome to the new millennium -- I hope the new century is treating everyone well so far.  The old century went out with whimper for the CFCL, as things were incredibly quiet following the Awards Banquet in October.  However, as soon as January 2001 hit, things really started to heat up.  Here's a full run-down of what's been going on, starting with a big announcement of something that's coming up:

APRIL 1, 2001 - Draft Day

What better day to make a fool of yourself at the Drafting Table than April Fools' Day?  That's just what every CFCL owner will have the chance to do, as the CFCL Executive Committee has tabbed April 1 for Draft Day 2001.

Plans call for the Draft to once again be held at Rich Bentel's office in Naperville, and most likely we'll kick things off at 8:00 AM.  April 1 is the day before Opening Day of the 2001 MLB season.

Unfortunately, we already know that Dave Holian won't be able to make it in from Greensboro, NC, as originally planned.  We're currently planning on starting to think about some innovative ways we can have the Professor participate in the Draft long-distance.

If anyone else knows of a conflict with this date, now is the time to speak.  Let David or Rich know as soon as possible if you won't be able to make this date, otherwise, be sure to mark your calendar.

Dave Goetz:  ForGoetz Him Not

We're sad to report that ForGoetz Me Nots owner, Dave Goetz, has decided to leave us.  Again.  

The ForGoetz Me Nots were one of the six original CFCL teams in 1984, and were the first CFCL Champions.  They left the league following the 1985 season, and returned in 1994.  There are, of course, many Goetz highlights from his time with the league, but foremost among them has to be the time during the 1999 Draft when Goetz actually drifted off to sleep during the bidding.

Perhaps that Draft Day doze was a omen of things to come.  After a long process of gut-wrenching meditation this off-season, Dave decided that he wouldn't have the time to put a competitive team on the field, and decided to call it quits.  While forgetting that not being competitive never stopped him from taking part before, Dave cited a number of things that would keep him too busy, foremost among them was "building momentum for the impeachment of George Bush."

We're sorry to see Dave go, and we'll miss him, as he was often very entertaining at the Draft.  Even when he was awake.

Super Sub Takes On Starting Role

The good news related to the Nots departure is that we've already got a new owner to take Dave's place -- someone with CFCL drafting experience.  Last year, Hard Hats' owner Matt Grage had to leave the Draft for a couple of hours, so he had brought along his friend Tim Leen to fill in for him.  During a break in the Draft, Tim mentioned that if we ever had an opening in the league, he'd be interested in joining.  When Dave told us he wouldn't be returning, we contacted Tim and he jumped at a chance to take over the ForGoetz Me Nots.  An announcement of a new team name will be coming soon.

More CFCL Ownership Tidbits

Here's a quick-fire round of news from other CFCL owners:

Kelly Barone of the Six Packs has a new primary e-mail address:   Kelly.Barone@oldkent.com

Nick Hansen, of the Picts, has a new e-mail address altogether:  NicksPicts@blackfez.com

Nick's e-mail change was a result of him acquiring his own domain name for his web design business, Black Fez Productions.  Good luck to Nick in getting this venture off the ground.

Paul Zeledon, of Da Paul Meisters, had a nasty accident a few weeks ago and broke his right arm in two places.  The injury will take 4-5 months to heal completely, and we wish Paul the best in his recovery.

Rich Bentel, of Dem Rebels, and his wife, the lovely Kim, are expecting baby #3 later this spring (or is it early summer?).  Rich is hoping for a boy, 'cause right now he's outnumbered 3-1 and the girls have already seized control of the television remote.  One more female in the house and he loses rights to the Lazy Boy and the one tiny corner of the closet he's got now.

Dave Holian, of the Ruffins, has announced he's taking that matrimonial plunge, as his recent proposal of marriage was accepted by the lovely Heather (at least I assume she's lovely -- I've never met her -- but knowing Dave's taste, I'd say it's a good bet).  The date is still to be set, but it looks to be about a year and a half down the road.

This has absolutely no bearing on anything, but it's an interesting nugget of information I only recently discovered:  Steve Olson, of the Stones, is a private pilot.  So if Wrigley Field is buzzed by a twin-seater when Sammy Sosa's facing Curtis Leskanic with the game on the line, we know exactly who's to blame.  Hey, maybe we can get Steve to fly to Greensboro, pick up the professor, and get him here for the Draft...

Harry Witzke, co-owner of the Go-Go, has announced that he's quit his AL fantasy league and is turning his full attention to the CFCL.  Well, at least more of his attention than before, as he still manages a team in a head-to-head league.  The really cool news is that this means Harry will be able to attend the Draft this year, so we'll finally get to meet him.  And in case you thought this meant there'd be no more of those Draft Day cell phone calls to Harry's partner Bruce Ellman, think again.  Bruce has already e-mailed a request that he and Harry be seated across the room from each other, where they'll communicate with each other "only by cell phone, fax or complicated hand signals."

When I started this "tidbit" section, I thought I'd have two or three items to relate.  Now I realize I've covered every owner except Eric Lamb, Matt Bentel, Matt Grage, and myself.  No slight intended to these fine gents -- I could have tried to invent something clever, but it's way too late at night to do that.

2001 Rule Changes - IMPORTANT

The CFCL Executive Committee has had a very busy January, as they've cooked up some pretty significant rules changes for 2001 and beyond.

For the past few years, there have been an increasing amount of concerns expressed about the number and extremity of dump trades that are being made during the season.  During the 2000 season, numerous owners commented about the amount of dumping going on, and in the "suggestions/comments" section of the 2000 Awards Ballot, a few teams repeated their concerns and mentioned the need for some kind of restrictions on dumping.

To address these concerns, the EC has approved two measures aimed at reducing the amount of dumping.  There are two types of players who are typically dumped from non-contending teams to contenders during the season:  high-salaried players who would probably not be retained the following season, and B-contract players who are automatically released at the end of the season.  Each of these new plans addresses one of these groups of dump targets.

In-Season Salary Cap
The aim of the in-season salary cap, obviously, is to reduce the number of high-priced players any one team can acquire during the season.  The Executive Committee actually decided to go with a 3-phase salary cap, with the amount of the cap changing depending on the time of year.

Immediately following the Draft, the salary cap will be changed from it's Draft Day level of $2.60 to $3.00.

The cap will remain at $3.00 until the end of the Major League All-Star Game.  At Noon on the day following the All-Star game, the salary cap will be increased to $3.50.

The $3.50 cap will stay in effect until September, at that time it will bump up to $3.60, where it will remain until the end of the season.

The Executive Committee spent considerable time investigating various levels for the salary cap, including checking what other leagues with a similar structure as ours do, as well as experimenting with roster moves from last year.  In examining last year's moves, the EC found that the only teams who came close to going over the salary cap were those who were on the receiving end of dump trades.  Based on last year, there will be plenty of room under the cap for regular transactions (active/reserve list moves, injury replacements, free agent acquisitions, etc).

In order to track a team's status in relation to the salary cap, we've asked our stat service, Total Quality Stats, to add a "total active roster salary" to the roster reports on the website.  This change has already been made (click on the Rosters link on the menu from any TQS page).  Also, the Front Office has redesigned the Excel roster sheets to include a total salary field.

Limited Toppers
The second plan, Limited Toppers, targets the dumping of B-contract players.  The Executive Committee hopes that the Limited Toppers will reduce dumping by giving B-contract players some value to teams not in the running for a money spot.  Currently, B-contract players are among the first to be considered for dumping.  Since they will be made free agents immediately after the season, non-contending teams don't have any reason to hold onto them, preferring instead to dump them to contenders for whatever they can get.  

The team owning the Topper for a given player has the right to "top" the highest bid on that player in the Draft and receive the player.  Under the new plan, teams will have the possibility of retaining the Topper for one or more of the B-contract players they own at the end of the season.

Since ONLY B-contract players that a team owns at the end of the season will be eligible for Toppers in the following year's Draft, it is expected that non-contending teams will retain more of them than they otherwise would, or, if they still trade them, that they will make sure they get something of value in return.  

In order to make sure the Topper plan is targeted at the right teams, the number of Topper rights a team receives will be based on where they place in the final standings:


1st - 4th

No Toppers

5th - 7th

1 Topper each

8th - 9th

3 Toppers each

10th - 12th

2 Toppers each

This distribution means there will be a limit of 15 possible Toppers in any given Draft, and focuses 4/5 of all the Toppers in the lower half of the standings.  Note that the teams finishing in 8th and 9th place get more than any other teams -- this is to encourage teams lower in the standings to stay as competitive as possible throughout the season.

Hopefully this all makes sense, but in case it doesn't here's an example walking through the new rule:

Say the Copperfields finish the 2001 season in 7th place and end the year with the following B contract players on their roster:  Luis Gonzalez, Adrian Beltre, and Warren Morris.  By virtue of my 7th place finish, I would get one (1) Topper option for the following season.  The three B contract players I owned would be released as soon as the 2001 season was finished, but when it came time to submit my roster cuts prior to the 2002 season I would be able to specify which of those three players I wanted to use my Topper option for.  

I take a look at my roster and see that I've already got 5 OF, so I don't need Gonzalez, and my salary situation is such that I probably wouldn't be able to afford to top the highest bid for Beltre, so I decide to take the Topper on Warren Morris.  I no longer have any ties whatsoever to Gonzalez or Beltre.

Now, this doesn't mean that I automatically get Morris.  We'll go through the Draft, and Morris' name will be brought up at some point.  Bidding on Morris will proceed as usual until there's only one bidder left.  Typically, this bidder would get Morris, however, since I own his Topper, I have the right to go a penny higher and get him.  Of course, I'm not required to do so, but if I decline, my one chance at using a Topper is gone.  

For example, say bidding ends on Morris when the Six Packs bid .08.  If I want, I can bid .09 and take Morris (the Six Packs cannot say .10, even if they can afford it and are willing to go higher).  If, however, bidding for Morris reaches .18, I might decide that I don't want to (or can't) bid .19.  In that case, the Six Packs would get Morris for .18.  

Another scenario might be that by the time Morris' name is brought up for bidding, I may have filled my 2B, IN, and SW positions.  In this case, I would not be permitted to use my Topper on Morris because I wouldn't have a roster spot for him, and my chance to use a Topper would be gone.   

As you can see, owning the Topper rights to a player does not guarantee that you'll get him.  However, it will hopefully it will give non-contending teams at least a little incentive to resist dumping their B contract players.

Thanks
The Executive Committee would like to thank the following owners who all read about the rules under discussion on the web page and sent e-mails or called to express their opinions and offer suggestions:  Paul Zeledon (Meisters), Nick Hansen (Picts), and Harry Witzke (Go-Go).  A special salute is due to non-Executive Committee member Kelly Barone (Six Packs).  Kelly not only contributed several messages to the EC debate, but it was his proposal that the Executive Committee adopted for the in-season salary cap levels.

Still To Come
The Executive Committee still has a few details to wrap up on both the salary cap and the Topper Plan, and we'll discuss those details in a future report (you can also check the web page for periodic updates.

Also, it was suggested that any new rules related to anti-dumping require the approval of 3/4 of the league membership.  While the salary cap and Toppers are a significant change to our rules, they're not a fundamental change to the way we play (like changing the categories we use), so it won't require any more than the usual majority.

This brings up a good point, though.  If you're violently opposed to the salary cap and/or Toppers, you're free to call for a vote by the rest of the league on either of these new rules. 

Going To The Dark Side

The rosters have been updated to reflect the loss of the following players, who either were traded to or signed with AL teams this off-season:


C Stynes (Meisters)

S Krause (Meisters)

R Cedeno (Copperfields)
J Frye (Six Packs)

P Hentgen (DoorMatts)

B Huskey (Six Packs)

E Taubensee (Picts)

E Burks (Go-Go)

M Melusky (Ruffins)

A Galarraga (Go-Go)

J Ramirez (Ruffins)

S Parris (Stones)

Planning for 2002

Another item on the Executive Committee's agenda recently was to determine what to do should a strike or lockout wipe out some or all of the 2002 season.  The CFCL Executive Committee realized that uncertainty about the 2002 season could conceivably affect roster decisions in 2001, from deciding who to sign to a long term contract to who to trade for during the season.  Deciding that it would be best to have a plan in place as soon as possible, the Executive Committee developed the following contingency plan for the 2002 season:

If at least half (81 games) of the 2002 season are scheduled to be played, we will have a Draft shortly before Opening Day.  We'll assume there will be plenty of advance notice, as they'll need time for spring training, etc.  We'll go on and have a shortened season which will nonetheless be considered "official."

If however, more than half (or even all) of the 2002 season is cancelled, there will be no official CFCL season.  All salaries and player contracts will be frozen where they were as of the end of the 2001 season, and if the dipsticks start up again in 2003, we'll pick up where we left off.

Now, if there are fewer than 81 games played, but the majors still go ahead with a shortened season of some kind, we will have some kind of "unofficial" CFCL competition.  What this will be is still to be determined, but right now the thinking is something along these lines:  we'll start from scratch and hold a straight draft (no bidding) to get our rosters; maybe we'll use different categories (OBP instead of BA, Strike Outs instead of W, etc) or just add additional categories to the ones we use (Runs Scored and Strike Outs, for example); basically we'll use the opportunity to try out some new and interesting rules.  At the end of this experimental season, all the rosters will be disbanded and we'll go back to the rosters we had at the end of 2001.

TQS Pages All Set For 2001

Our Total Quality Stats web pages are now up and running for the 2001 season.  All rosters are current and up-to-date, and more importantly, the Free Agents listing includes everyone who will be available in the Draft (so far), including players who were released following the 2000 season because they played out their options.  Other useful information includes stats for last year, as well as the number of games played by position.

The password for your private team page has been reset as part of the update.  I sent everyone an e-mail about a week ago letting them know what the current password for their page is.  If you didn't receive this message, or lost it, contact me for the password.

TQS is still working on enhancements and redesigns of the pages, and have sent the following teaser about things to come:

There are going to be some significant changes at TQS this year.  We'll be teaming up with one of the biggest names in fantasy sports to provide real-time stats, news and analysis, and free entry into contests with cash and merchandize prizes, and more.  Plans are still being finalized, and we anticipate making an announcement around the end of the month. 

As always, the TQS pages can be found at: http://www.tqstats.com/_baseball/_leagues/_cfcl/index.html

Roger and Mike

The topic of one of the CFCL website polls this off-season dealt with what people thought of the incident in the World Series where Roger Clemens tossed a hunk of bat at/near Mike Piazza.  Regardless of you personal feelings on the subject, here's an entertaining little animation by someone who's clearly a Met fan:

http://www.morphmaster.com/roger.htm

The Elia and Weaver Tapes

NOTE:  If violent language offends you, do not listen to these.  Likewise, PLEASE don't listen to them in the office without headphones.

Long-time Cub fans will remember hearing about the press conference tirade of manager Lee Elia against Cub fans, which subsequently cost Elia his job.  I've heard an edited version of this "speech" many times, but it was awful hard to follow as every third word was beeped out.  I recently came across this link, which includes the whole, uncensored speech:


http://www.hankhayes.com/ram/elia.ram

Then there's Earl Weaver, who has some VERY colorful answers to questions submitted by fans on the Orioles pre-game show (luckily, it was pre-recorded):


http://www.hankhayes.com/ram/corner.ram

These came from a page of "celebrity out-takes" that also features some clips of Howard Cosell going ballistic on some of his production staff.  The page can be found here:


http://www.hankhayes.com/outs/celebrity_out_takes.htm

Record Book

Here's how things currently stand:

Weekly Records



Seasonal Records



CAT
TEAM
STAT
PERIOD END

CAT
TEAM
STAT
YEAR

HR
Ruffins
24
4/11/00

HR
Copperfields
318
2000

RBI
Copperfields
70
9/11/00

RBI
Copperfields
1201
2000

SB
Ruffins
20
7/29/97

SB
Bald Eagles
312
1988

BA
Ruffins
.3625
5/30/00

BA
Copperfields
.2969
2000

W
Da Paul Meisters
9
7/20/98

W
Da Paul Meisters
129
1998

S
Dem Rebels
11
7/11/00

S
Six Packs
129
1999

ERA
Copperfields
0.81
9/18/00

ERA
Mudville Sluggers
2.82800
1985

RAT
Copperfields
0.78
9/18/00

RAT
Copperfields
1.15048
1992






OFF Pts
Copperfields
45
2000






PIT Pts
Copperfields
43.5
2000






TOT Pts
Copperfields
88.5
2000

