ROSTER CHANGES

10-20
HARD HATS claim R Reed on waivers, waive J Taverez (.07W).

10-20
LAMBCHOPS claim T Adams on waivers, waive R White (.10W).

10-20
DEM REBELS claim C Hermansen on waivers, waive B Schneider (.05M).

10-20
COPPERFIELDS claim M Nannini on waivers, waive J Gerut (.10M).

10-20
HARD HATS claim Ma Williams on waivers, waive A Nunez (.10M).

10-20
DEM REBELS claim N Neugebauer on waivers, waive D Bautista (.05W).

10-20
DEM REBELS claim JJ Davis on waivers, waive A Ochoa (.15W).

Winter Waivers, Round 2

Here are the full details of the selections for the second round of Winter Waivers.  These are the ranked lists for each team, with players who were selected by more than one team marked with an asterisk.  Players are crossed off if they were already selected.

The period for the next round of waivers will expire at Noon on Friday, October 27.

HARD HATS
R Reed*
Ma Williams

PICTS
R Reed*

LAMBCHOPS
T Adams*

GO-GO 
T Adams*

DEM REBELS
R Reed*
C Hermansen
N Neugebauer*
JJ Davis


COPPERFIELDS
M Nannini
N Neugebaur*






Party For Paul

Please pardon a brief commercial announcement:  I'm working with some friends of my brother Paul to organize a benefit/fundraiser for him.  The event will be held on Friday November 10 (8:00 - 11:00) at Joe's Sports Bar (940 W. Weed Street - near North and Sheffield -- in Chicago).  There will be a $25 cover charge which will get you all you can drink (beer, pop, wine, mixed drinks) and all you can eat (appetizers).  There will be live music by Tim Mahoney (www.timmahoney.com) and Billy Seidel (www.billyseidel.com), plus a raffle (additional charge for tickets) where you can win a new Trek bike or assorted other cool stuff.  Of the $25 cover, $15 will go to Paul, so it's a pretty good deal for him.

Obviously, the more people we can get to attend, the better, so if you're able to come, please do.  And whether you can make it or not, PLEASE spread the word among your friends, family, and co-workers.  I will be putting more information about it on Paul's web site (www.paulmahlan.com) soon, plus I'll probably send something out via e-mail as well.

There's a flyer about the event enclosed -- feel free to share it with whomever you can get to look at it!

Thanks!

Banquet Report

Last Saturday, 5 CFCL owners gathered at Home Run Inn in Darien to celebrate the end of the 2000 CFCL season.  While 5 owners is a shade below the majority, we had a great time, consumed a ton of pizza, and reminisced about the past year.  We also handed out a boatload of awards -- the award recap from the New section of the website follows:

The winners of the 2000 CFCL awards were announced tonight at the annual CFCL Awards Banquet. The first order of business (after ordering the pizza, of course) was to award certificates and prize money to 2000's top teams. In presenting the Championship Trophy to Copperfield GM David Mahlan, 1999 CFCL Champion Kelly Barone said, "Going into the season, I thought the Ruffins were sitting in the catbird seat. But then they totally f**ked up in the Draft, and Dave was there to take advantage." 

Next, the winners of the 2000 CFCL balloting were announced. Ryan Dempster, drafted by Dem Rebels for .02, took home the Steal of the Year Award. Derek Lee of Matt's Hard Hats and Garrett Stephenson of the Six Packs were runners up. At the other end of the spectrum, the Hard Hats' Mike Jackson (.29) became the 8th closer in 11 years to be awarded the Nick Esasky Award. 

Jeff D'Amico and John VanderWal, both of David's Copperfields, took home the Best Free Agent Acquisition and Best Reserve List Pick respectively. Moises Alou, who was selected by Bruce's Witzke a Go-Go in the expansion draft last off-season, was named the Best Expansion Draft Pick. The only unanimously-elected award winner was Jeffery Hammonds of Dem Rebels, who was named the Best Waiver Claim of the year. In one of the two closest races, David's Copperfields narrowly edged Dem Rebels for having the Most Productive Farm System (Lance Berkman, Ben Petrick, and Brad Penny). 

Todd Helton of David's Ruffins was voted Most Valuable Player, Randy Johnson of the Copperfields took home the Cy Young Award, and David Mahlan of the Copperfields narrowly edged the rookie owners of Bruce's Witzke a Go-Go, Bruce Ellman and Harry Witzke, to be named General Manager of the Year. 

The other very close contest was for the Rookie of the Year Award, with Rick Ankiel of David's Ruffins battling it out with the Hard Hats' Rafael Furcal. In the four years this award has been given, the Ruffins have walked away with it every year. This year, however, Furcal and the Hard Hats took home the honor. 

Finally, a new award was presented tonight for the first time. Named in honor of an inaugural member of the CFCL, the Paul Mahlan Award will be presented to by the CFCL Executive Committee each year to the team that best overcomes adversity during the season. This year, the award was given to David's Copperfields, who were able to post a successful season despite losing several players to long-term injuries. 

CFCL Trade Deficit

As many of you will recall, I included an area for feedback/comments/suggestions on the awards ballot this year.  Many of you took the time to fill this section out, which I really appreciate.  

A recurring theme that multiple owners mentioned was the apparent imbalance in trades made during the season.  This was a topic that some people actually mentioned during the season, and the Executive Committee had already started discussing ways to address the situation.

Basically, the comments seem to fall into the following general areas:

There seems to be an inordinate value placed on reserve list draft picks, or even minor leaguers.  

Teams that are out of it can have way too much influence over the Championship by dumping their high salaries and B contract players to a contending team.  This can greatly lessen the importance that the Draft and in-season roster management (replacing injured players, active/reserve roster movement) have in determining the Championship.

Teams dump their best players for whatever they can get, not necessarily for full value (or close to it).  This makes it difficult (or impossible) for other teams who DO insist on getting value in return for their stars to compete in the trade market.

In the past we've had some trading restrictions and anti-dumping rules in place, and from time to time we've discussed additional options that we eventually decided against.  In the end, we settled on a nebulous statement in the Constitution about anti-dumping.  Now, however, it's becoming clear that a good portion of the league feels that something more concrete is needed.

At the awards banquet last week, we ended up discussing the trade situation and possible remedies.  The two ideas that seemed to get the most interest were:

1)  An in-season salary cap to reduce the number of high-salaried dump players a team can acquire.  At the beginning of the season, every team is about even in terms of total salary ($2.60).  An in-season salary cap would limit the amount of additional salary a team could take on, while still allowing some room for increases due to regular roster moves and injury replacements.

2)  A system where teams that own B contract players at the end of the season will have the opportunity to retain that player's "Topper".  When the player comes up for bidding in the Draft the following year, the team that owns his topper has the option of 'topping' the winning bid by .01 and getting the player.  The aim of this is to give B contract players some value to teams that are out of the current pennant race.  By making sure these players have some value, it is hoped that teams that are lower in the standings will be less willing to trade them to contenders, or at least make sure that they get good value for them.

Obviously, both of these options need a lot of discussion and fleshing out.  If you have any input on these, or have additional thoughts you'd like to toss out, please let us know.

Radio, Radio

If you've been reading these reports for any length of time, you'll know I'm a big fan of radio over the Internet.  I think being able to listen to local broadcasts of baseball games from around the country (not to mention all those crucial spring training games when you're trying to decide on those final roster cuts) is the greatest thing since ESPN started Baseball Tonight.

Aside from the games themselves, there are a couple other items I'd like to let everyone know about.

The first is MLB Radio, which is basically a talk radio show that focuses strictly on baseball.  In general, I hate sports talk radio -- I find it very difficult to listen to.  For every Rob Goldman or Dan Patrick or Bob Valvano, there seem to be 15 loud-mouth boorish oafs who want to spend more time "entertaining" you with their mind-numbing theme music and details of their private lives or previous careers than they do informing you.  Add to this the fact that the only sport I want to hear about is baseball, and there's not much that attracts me to typical sports talk radio.

MLB Radio to the rescue!  It's a four hour program from 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM (Chicago time), and then is repeated around the clock until early the following morning.  As far as I know, it's available only on the Internet.

In addition to providing highlights and analysis from the previous day's games, they provide a lot of guest experts from around the country (writers from ESPN.com, like Rob Neyer and Jason Stark show up a lot).  It's a very entertaining and informative four hours, with small talk and commercials kept to a minimum.  Great listening to have in the background if you're at work or surfing the web at home.

There's a link to MLB Radio on the CFCL web site, in the CFCL Quick Links section, as well as Major League Baseball's web site (www.mlb.com).  I don't know if the show will continue during the off-season (I hope so), but you might want to check it out before the World Series is over.

Second, for those of you who are interested in Rotisserie League history, and rules in particular, check out the September 13 program at a site called RotoRadio.  This is a weekly rotisserie-specific radio show and, truthfully, I don't listen to it so I can't say whether it's any good or not.  Generally, it's been my experience that rotisserie- and fantasy-specific radio and television programs suck ("Mike Piazza will be playing in Coors Field this week, so this would be a good time to pick him up if he's available in your league."  Right.).  

Anyway, I was surfing around and came across this site and noticed that on Sept. 13 they had an interview with F.X. Flinn, who was the publisher of the first Rotisserie League Baseball book back in 1984 (the book which led to the founding of the CFCL).   It's a pretty interesting interview (about 15 minutes or so), in which he discusses the evolution of the game and various rules.  

Here's something I found fascinating:  Flinn was talking about recent changes in the game and the cost of participating, etc.  He said that the American League version of the original Rotisserie League had made was to do away with the transaction-based fee system (a certain charge for each roster move), opting instead for a lump sum payment up front to comprise the prize pool.  This is interesting because the CFCL decided to do this same thing just a year or two ago.  See, we were hip and "with it", and didn't even know it!

To check it out, head over to the following web site and click on the ROTODIGEST link:


http://www.rotoradio.com/baseball/radio/2000/thisweek20.asp

NOTE:  Both of these programs, as well as the game broadcasts, require the RealPlayer, which is available for free online, and which no modern Internet user should be without.  If you don't have it yet, there's a link to download it in the Download Center on the CFCL web site.

Newsstand

A final reminder that the current issue of Baseball Weekly contains full stats for every player who played in the National League last year, including games played by position (so you can see where players qualify for next year).  The American League was covered in the previous issue.

Draft Day 2001

And while I'm on a reminder kick, keep in mind that our target weekend for Draft Day 2001 is March 31 - April 1.  We'll narrow in on a specific day as Spring Training approaches.

Record Book

Here's how things currently stand:

Weekly Records



Seasonal Records



CAT
TEAM
STAT
PERIOD END

CAT
TEAM
STAT
YEAR

HR
Ruffins
24
4/11/00

HR
Copperfields
318
2000

RBI
Copperfields
70
9/11/00

RBI
Copperfields
1201
2000

SB
Ruffins
20
7/29/97

SB
Bald Eagles
312
1988

BA
Ruffins
.3625
5/30/00

BA
Copperfields
.2969
2000

W
Da Paul Meisters
9
7/20/98

W
Da Paul Meisters
129
1998

S
Dem Rebels
11
7/11/00

S
Six Packs
129
1999

ERA
Copperfields
0.81
9/18/00

ERA
Mudville Sluggers
2.82800
1985

RAT
Copperfields
0.78
9/18/00

RAT
Copperfields
1.15048
1992






OFF Pts
Copperfields
45
2000






PIT Pts
Copperfields
43.5
2000






TOT Pts
Copperfields
88.5
2000

