ROSTER CHANGES

5-10
RUFFINS trade W Greene (RL) to COPPERFIELDS for J Ramirez (RL).

5-10
COPPERFIELDS reserve J VanderWal, activate W Greene from the Reserve List.

5-12
LAMBCHOPS reserve M Grace, activate M Sweeney from the Reserve List.

5-13
STONES reserve U Urbina, activate O Hershiser from the Reserve List.

5-13
STONES reserve R Bones, activate V de los Santos from the Reserve List.

5-14
STONES reserve M Mora, activate J Mouton from the Reserve List.

5-14
DEM REBELS reserve M Barrett, activate M Matheny from the Reserve List.

5-15
PICTS trade J Kendall and M Williams to RUFFINS for C Hermansen (RL), O Dotel (RL), and M Bradley (RL).

5-15
RUFFINS reserve M Lowell and C Almanzar.

5-15
PICTS reserve R Hendersen, activate C Hermansen from the Reserve List.

5-15
PICTS activate O Dotel and B Bonilla from the Reserve List.

5-15
PICTS waive W Abreu (waive period ends 5-23).

5-15
GO-GO reserve R Brown, activate M Alou from the Reserve List.

5-15
GO-GO reserve E Burks, activate T Gwynn from the Reserve List.

5-16
COPPERFIELDS reserve B Penny, activate A Fernandez from the Reserve List.

5-16
COPPERFIELDS reserve D Wall, activate P Astacio from the Reserve List.

5-16
COPPERFIELDS call S Spencer (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve D Weathers, waive H Mercado (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
COPPERFIELDS call J D'Amico (.12) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive R Springer (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
COPPERFIELDS call E Brown (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive T Hubbard (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
SIX PACKS claim C Brock on waivers, reserve him, waive D Holmes (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
SIX PACKS reserve H Irabu, activate R Rivera from the Reserve List.

5-16
SIX PACKS call A Tracy (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him, waive M Garcia (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
DOORMATTS call T Coquillette (.05) from Free Agent Pool, reserve R Brogna.

5-16
LAMBCHOPS reserve F Heredia, activate D Neagle from the Reserve List.

5-16
LAMBCHOPS release M Guthrie, activate T Armas from the Reserve List.

5-16
RUFFINS reserve J Silva, activate A Osuna from the Reserve List.

5-16
RUFFINS call T Van Poppel (.08) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve him.

5-16
STONES reserve A Cora, activate B Larkin from the Reserve List.

5-16
GO-GO call D Martinez (.20) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve D Relaford, waive A Eaton (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
DEM REBELS call C Gomez (.05) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve A Ledesma, waive A Arias (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
DEM REBELS claim O Fernandez on waivers, reserve him, waive A Mills (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
PICTS call J Burkett (.06) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve W Williams, waive B Martinez (waive period ends 5-23).

5-16
HARD HATS reserve C Holt, activate J Nathan from the Reserve List.

Bidding on D Martinez
Bidding on J D'Amico

Bidding on T Van Poppel

Go-Go


.20

Copperfields

.12

Ruffins

.08

Da Paul Meisters
.18

Ruffins

.11

Hard Hats

.06

DoorMatts

.10

Hard Hats

.06

Lambchos

.05

Bidding on A Tracy

Six Packs

.05 (8th place)

Picts


.05 (5th place)

Pinch Hitter

The CFCL officially welcomes Scott Feickert, who will be at the helm of the Ruffins for a couple weeks while Professor Holian takes a break from the pressures of running a 4th place team.  Scott's a Pirate fan (correct league, at least), so I'll be trading him John VanderWal for Andruw Jones and JD Drew.  Seriously, we hope Scott enjoys his time with us and really runs the Ruffins into the ground good and proper.  Scott, feel free to contact any owner for some pointers.

Escalating Salaries

How 'bout that bidding on good ol' Davey Martinez?  Boy, when I was sorting though bids and opened the e-mail from the Go-Go, I thought they had lost their marbles -- .20 for a 35-year-old part-time OF?  Clearly this was a guy who could easily be had in the .05-.08 range. But then there was a .10 bid, and finally, a bid of .18 from the Meisters.  Looks like Bruce and Harry knew what they were doing after all, as they barely nabbed Martinez.  

Welcome to the 12-team CFCL -- last year, with 10 teams, Martinez is a nickel pickup.  This year, he's the most hotly pursued free agent yet.  How are the small market teams going to survive when .20 is the going rate for a Dave Martinez?  Thank God we've got a salary cap...

Constitutional Changes

The Executive Committee recently approved changes to the rules concerning the protection of M-contract players on CFCL Reserve Lists prior to the Draft.  The changes came as a result of issues raised by the recent trade between the Ruffins and Pics involving M-contract major leaguer Chad Hermansen.

When the CFCL Draft is held prior to Major League Opening Day, some National League rosters have not been finalized by the time of the Draft.  In this case, there are often players on CFCL rosters who have M-contract status but are still on Major League rosters when we draft.  This presents a potential problem, since a CFCL team could conceivably keep one or more of these M-contract players on their Reserve List through the Draft.  If the player subsequently makes his National League team, the CFCL team will in effect have been allowed to keep more than the maximum 15 major league players.  And also, since the players were on M contracts at the time, the player's salary wouldn't have counted against his team's $2.60 spending limit.

Each team with M-contract players who are still on Major League rosters at the time of the Draft were allowed to keep those players on their Reserve List through the Draft.  However, in order to minimize the benefits the team could receive from this situation,  the team had to 'link' this player with one of their Major League keepers.  Then, if the team wanted to activate the M-contract player before May 15, the team had to release the 'linked' player.  Once May 15 arrived, the link would be broken.

This whole rule came under scrutiny this year when the Ruffins attempted to trade Chad Hermansen, an M-contract player who was linked to one of the Ruffins Major League keepers.  The Executive Committee ruled that allowing the Ruffins to trade Hermansen prior to May 15 would be giving them as much of a benefit as if they had been allowed to activate Hermansen.  While working on the wording of an addition to the Constitution that would disallow the trading of 'linked' players, the Executive Committee decided to make a more sweeping change that simplifies the whole business.

Effective for the 2001 season, teams will still be allowed to protect M-contract players on their Reserve List prior to the Draft.  If these players are sent to the minors by their National League team prior to Opening Day, they may remain on the Reserve List and activated or traded later, without consequences.  If, however, the players start the season on a Major League roster, they must remain on the Reserve List and may not be activated or traded until after June 30.

NOTE:  If a CFCL team indicates that a player should be placed on the Reserve List when they submit their cuts, they cannot then move the player to the Active Roster prior to the Draft (even if the player is still on a Major League team).  The ONLY changes that can be made between the time cuts are submitted and the beginning of the Draft is reserving players who were put on the DL or sent to the minors after cuts were due.

Record Book

No new records were set this week.  Here's how things currently stand:

CAT
TEAM
STAT
PERIOD END

HR
Ruffins
24
4/11/00

RBI
Ruffins
68
4/14/98

SB
Ruffins
20
7/29/97

BA
ForGoetz Me Nots
.3593
6/2/97

W
Da Paul Meisters
9
7/20/98

S
Six Packs
10
9/13/99

ERA
Ruffins
0.96
9/28/98

RAT
Ruffins
0.83
9/28/98

