Hello, all!  Hope 2000 is treating you well so far.  Pitchers and catchers have already reported to Arizona and Florida, which is a sure sign that spring is just around the corner.  Another sure sign is that you’ll be hearing from me more and more often over the next several weeks, all leading up to:

Draft Day ’00

We've written it countless times since last fall, but something so important bears repeating:  Draft Day will be Sunday April 2, which is the day before Opening Day for most teams. 

Preliminary plans call for the Draft to start around 9:00 AM on Sunday the 2nd and to be held at Rich's new office in Naperville (NOTE:  this is NOT the same office we drafted at in 1998).  More information and directions will be forthcoming as D-Day draws near, but the date is set in stone. 

Since the location of the Draft is moving back to civilization from the distant wilds of Aurora, it looks like we will once again be able to have lunch delivered.  As always, everyone will be responsible for bringing their own drinks -- and since we'll be in Rich's workplace, alcohol is probably not a good idea.  Besides, you don't want your judgement impaired when it comes time to bid on Tim Bogar.  The league office will provide the standard licorice and pretzel rods.

There will be plenty more Draft Day info coming your way as the date nears.

Pre-Season Calendar

Along with Draft Day, here’s a list of other important dates you should know:


Roster cut sheets will be mailed out


Monday March 13


You should mail your roster cuts back

Tuesday March 21


Roster Freeze Day (if cuts sent by e-mail)

Wednesday March 22


Roster Freeze Day (roster cuts due back)

Friday March 24


List of Keepers mailed out



Monday March 27


Cubs vs Mets Opening Day in Tokyo

Tuesday March 28


Draft Day





Sunday April 2


NL Opening Day




Monday April 3

A couple things to note:  the March 21 date for getting your cuts in the mail is just a suggestion.  I know that when I send stuff to people in the league, sometimes they get it the next day, sometimes it takes three days.  When you mail your cuts is up to you, but you’d better make sure I have them by March 24.

In the interests of fairness, I will not be accepting cuts over the phone or by fax.  It’s not fair for most of the league to finalize their cuts on Tuesday so they can get them in the mail, and then have someone else call their cuts in on Friday, thereby giving them an extra couple of days to make their decisions.  For the same reason there is a different due date for submitting cuts via e-mail.

Money

Also, please remember that you'll be required to send a check to cover all your expenses along with your cuts.  I'll send reminders in future mailings, but if you want to get it out of the way, you can send it now. 

Here's a breakdown on what'll be due with your cuts:


Entrance Fee


$30.00


Salaries/Transactions

$15.00


Banquet/Trophy

$15.00


Stat Service


$  9.00


Draft Day Poker (optional)
$  5.00



Subtotal

$74.00


Postage


$18.00 (full report), $12.00 (short report)

Owners who will download reports from internet:

Send a check for either $74 or $69, depending on if you want to participate in Draft Day Poker

Owners who want full reports sent in the mail:

Send a check for either $92 or $87, depending on if you want to participate in Draft Day Poker

Owners who want short reports sent in the mail:

Send a check for either $86 or $81, depending on if you want to participate in Draft Day Poker

Make checks out to David Mahlan and send them to:

David Mahlan

1431 Palmer

Downers Grove, IL  60516

Expansion Draft Results

The inaugural rosters of our four new teams began to keep shape when the new owners gathered in the CFCL Dugout Chatroom for two fun-filled hours of Draft Day fun.  

Steve Olson, of Steve's Stones, led things off by selecting Randy Johnson with the #1 pick.  Nick's Picts had the second pick and their owner, Nick Hansen, chose controversial John Rocker from the Ruffins' roster.  Matt Grage, of Matt's Hard Hats, followed and selected shortstop Alex Gonzalez from the DoorMatts, and Harry Witzke, half the ownership of Bruce's Witzke a Go-Go, finished out the first round by claiming reliever Dave Veres.  Both Johnson and Veres were refugees of the departed FlatFeet/Slacker franchises.

The use of the CFCL Chatroom for the Draft was a rousing success, and Executive Committee members David Holian and Rich Bentel dropped in to observe from time-to-time.

A full report of the Expansion Draft is available in the History section of the website, and updated rosters are included here.

Size Doesn't Matter

The expansion from 10 to 12 teams has allowed us to reduce our roster sizes from 27 to something a little more standard.  The Executive Committee has defined the following parameters for rosters in 2000:

For the 2000 season, the CFCL will use 23-man Active Rosters and 17-man Reserve Lists.  

The positional distribution will be as follows: 5-OF, 1-3B, 1-1B, 1-1B or 3B, 1-SS, 1-2B, 1-2B or SS, 2-C, 1-Sw, 9-P.  ('Sw' stands for Swingman, a utility player that can be either a hitter or a pitcher).

The Draft Day spending budget for each team will be $2.60.

Since the size of the rosters have been reduced, each team will be able to protect 16 players prior to the Draft.  In previous years, with the 27-man rosters, teams were allowed to protect 17 players.  The level of 16 is a special exception for the 2000 season only.  In subsequent years, the keeper limit will be 15 players.  The exception is being made to accommodate teams that may have made free agent pickups, trades, or waiver claims in anticipation of being able to protect 17 players.

The X-Files

According to the official league records, the following players are eligible to be signed to X-Year contracts this spring:


Mark Kostsay (Da Paul Meisters)


Braden Looper (Da Paul Meisters)


Richard Hidalgo (Copperfields)


Aramis Ramirez (Ruffins)


Scott Elarton (Ruffins)


Derek Lee (Six Packs)

As you'll recall, X contracts were something we came up with as a means of encouraging the investment in minor league players and of rewarding the owners for scouting minor leaguers and sticking with their investments.

In order for a player to be eligible for an X contract, he must meet the following requirements:

He must have been drafted as a minor leaguer (M contract)

He may have been traded, but he must still be owned by the team that owned him when his contract changed from M to D

If you’ve got X contract-eligible players, see the CFCL Constitution for details about your options for signing these players at roster cut time.

Go East, Young Man

We've got good news to share about our most tweedish owner:  Dave Holian has given in to the pleading from the University of North Carolina and finally agreed to join their institution as an Assistant Professor of Political Stuff.  This means, of course, that he'll be leaving Bloomington for the greener pastures of Greensboro next fall.

Never fear, CFCLers -- The Professor has already committed to commuting back to Chicago each spring for the CFCL Draft (I think he had it written into his contract), so those of you who were hoping to someday nominate the first player on Draft Day can forget it.

