"WOW WOW WOW OMIGOD and WOW!!!!!"

That was the first line of an e-mail sent by Co-Commissioner Bentel after checking the CFCL standings the morning of the final day of the season.  The Six Packs and Copperfields stood tied at 67 points with only one game to go.  Categories were so tight, that a single home run from the Lambchops, OR a win from one of the two relief pitchers the Ruffins had in the game, OR three scoreless innings from a Copperfield pitcher, OR a 2-ER in 1-IP outing from a Meister pitcher would have given the Copperfields the Championship.  Likewise, a good night average-wise from the Six Pack hitters in the game OR a bad night from the Slacker hitters could have given it all to the Six Packs.  All in all, 6 different ways the finals standings could have been determined in the final game.



And it came very close -- Copperfield reliever Danny Graves pitched 3 innings, but gave up an earned run in his first inning of work.  If he had made it through unscored upon, the Coppers would have ended up on top by a single point.  As it was, the Six Packs and Copperfields remained tied at the close of the regular season.  The tie remained after the first tie breaker, as each team led the other in 4 categories.  The second tie breaker found the Six Packs with a handful more ABs and slightly more IP, making them the 1999 CFCL Champions.



The Six Packs certainly earned their first CFCL Championship, making some decisive trades early and a set of gutsy roster moves in the season's final week.  Knowing he could pick up as many as 3 points with a good week in Wins, GM Kelly Barone reserved most of his record-setting relief staff and activated four starting pitchers, giving him a total of 9 starting pitchers on his staff.  With as close as the ERA category was, this took a lot of balls, especially since none of the 4 starters he activated were studs by any stretch of the imagination.  They came through better than Kelly ever could have hoped.  They won only 4 games, but combined for a stellar 1.91 ERA in 66 IP, which vaulted Kelly over the Copperfields and into first place -- both in the ERA category and overall.



The Copperfields made a nice run of it and provided a thrilling finish to the season after appearing to be completely out of the race as late as the second week of September.  In the end their pennant hopes were destroyed by their pitching.  In contrast to the Six Packs' final week performance, the Copperfields put up a 5.29 ERA to end the season.



Third place went to last season's Champions, the Ruffins, who finished strong, despite taking themselves out of the race early with a couple of future-looking trades.  The final money spot went to the DoorMatts -- taking home a prize for the first time in their 6 years in the CFCL.



A final week collapse by the ForGoetz Me Nots allowed Da Paul Meisters to squeeze by into 5th place and take the coveted #1 Draft Pick in the 2000 Rotation Draft.  The ForGoetz Me Nots finished safely in 6th, just two points behind the Meisters.



The race for last place was almost as thrilling as the race for first.  Ok, maybe not, but it was almost as close.  Only 3.5 points separated the last four teams in the standings, with the surprising FlatFeet coming out on top and finishing 7th.  The Feet were surprising in that they were able to finish so high despite not making a single roster move after the first week of the season!  



With a strong finish, the Rebels were able to climb into 8th place, passing the disappointing 9th place Lambchops in the final week.  The 10th place Slackers came close several times, but were never able to permanently climb out of the basement.





ROSTER CHANGES

10-4	The following players played out their contracts and have become free agents.  Assuming they remain in the National League, these players will be available in next year's Draft:

ADAMS, T.�OLERUD, J.��BAGWELL, J.�PARK, C.��BOHANON, B.�PEREZ, N.��BOTTALICO, R.�PIAZZA, M.��GAGNE, E.�REED, J.��GLANVILLE, D.�REED, R.��HAMILTON, D.�RODRIGUEZ, H.��HAMPTON, M.�SCHILLING, C.��HOFFMAN, T.�SHAW, J.��JONES, B. (NY)�TAPANI, K.��JONES, Chip.�TOMKO, B.��JOYNER, W.�TUCKER, M.��LANKFORD, R.�URBINA, U.��LOISELLE, R.�VERAS, Q.��MADDUX, G.�YOUNG, K.��MCGWIRE, M.���

Record Book

No new weekly records were set in the season's final week.  However, the Six Packs shattered the season record for Saves, as reported earlier.  In addition, the Copperfields set new seasonal marks in both Home Runs and RBI.



   Weekly Records							Seasonal Records

CAT�TEAM�STAT�PERIOD END��CAT�TEAM�STAT�YEAR��HR�Lambchops�21�7/5/99��HR�Copperfields�308�1999��RBI�Ruffins�68�4/14/98��RBI�Copperfields�1185�1999��SB�Ruffins�20�7/29/97��SB�Bald Eagles�312�1988��BA�ForGoetz Me Nots�.3593�6/2/97��BA�Da Paul Meisters�.29342�1994��W�Da Paul Meisters�9�7/20/98��W�Da Paul Meisters�129�1998��S�Six Packs�10�9/13/99��S�Six Packs�129�1999��ERA�Six Packs�1.14�7/14/97��ERA�Mudville Sluggers�2.828�1985��RAT�Ruffins�0.885�4/7/97��RAT�Copperfields�1.15048�1992��



History Lesson

When writing up the above standings summary, I looked back at the similar summary I did following the completion of the 1998 season.  If found it very interesting to read how I had summarized the Six Packs' performance.  Foreshadowing?



Bringing up the rear were the Six Packs, who once again lived up to their tradition of dismantling their team as soon as it's clear they don't have a shot at first place. They finished in last, but got a good head start on 1999 with some rebuilding trades. 



Maybe cellar dwellers everywhere have something to learn from our Champions.





Winter Waivers -- ACTION REQUIRED -- Respond to David

As is always the case this time of year, every CFCL team must trim their roster to 27 players for Winter Waivers.  This year your cuts will be due on Tuesday October 19.



This will allow for a waiver period from the 19th through October 28th.  



To make your cuts, cross off the players you want to cut on the enclosed roster sheet and mail it back to me:							David Mahlan

						1431 Palmer

						Downers Grove, IL  60516



When I've got all the cuts, I’ll print up new rosters and a list of all the players who were cut and send them out.  The players who are cut will go through a waiver period that will end at noon on Thursday, October 28.  If you see any players you want in the 130 or so that were cut, call me any time before October 28 and claim the players you want.  When you claim a player, you must also waive a player from your current roster at the same time (so your roster stays at 27 players).  The players who are waived on October 28 will be available in second waiver period, and so on, until no players are claimed in a round.  If this is confusing (and it probably is) give me or Rich a call, or read the Winter Waivers section in the book.



Also, when considering your cuts, keep in mind that the salary of all players claimed on Winter Waivers will stay the same, regardless of what it was before.  So, if you're planning on cutting a .02 player, keep in mind that someone might be able to pick up a bargain.



The number of players each team must cut is:

	MEISTERS		  10		COPPERFIELDS	14

	LAMBCHOPS		  12*		DOORMATTS		13

	DEM REBELS		  12		FLATFEET		14

	RUFFINS		  16		SIX PACKS		13

	F.GOETZ ME NTS	  16		SLACKERS		13



*Remember that if you purchased a free agent during the season for more than .24, you've got to keep that player.  If you're willing to pay a huge penalty, you can get rid of the player when we freeze rosters going into the Draft, but for now, you've got to keep him.  This year, there’s only one such player (Rick Aguilera) and he’s is marked with an asterisk (*) on the roster sheet.





Coming to a Newstand Near You

It's never too early to start preparing for next year.  Next week's issue of Baseball Weekly will include the full stats for every player who played in the American League this season -- these stats usually include games played by position for each player. The AL stats will appear in the issue available October 13, with the NL stats coming in the issue put out on October 20 (I assume).



These issues will be worth picking up to assist in off-season research, and may even come in handy during the winter waiver period.






