Greetings all!  Spring Training games are just about to start, which means there are only four short weeks until we meet at Rich's house for the 1999 CFCL Draft.  As a quick reminder, this year's Draft is scheduled for Saturday, April 3, starting at 9:00 AM.  As noted, it will be held at Rich's new house in Aurora.

Speaking of the Draft, the Executive Committee recently met in the CFCL Chatroom on the internet to discuss various options for speeding up the Draft.  This is an issue we'd been asked to address by several owners since the end of last season.  Most owners who felt the Draft could be speeded up agreed that the pace and structure of the Draft itself were fine, but felt that there were some areas where we were spending a lot more time than necessary.  With that in mind, the Executive Committee tried to identify ways to reduce the length of Draft Day without affecting the pace of the Draft itself (we did not, for example, seriously consider putting a clock on the bidding).

After a couple hours in the chatroom, the Executive Committee adopted the following rules, which will be effective with the 1999 Draft:

Discussion of New Rules.  We will no longer discuss new rules prior to the Draft.  Whenever we adopt new rules, plenty of information about them is sent out prior to Draft Day.  In the past, we've also spent a good 15-30 minutes before starting the Draft discussing the new rules.  From now on, we will assume that all owners have already read about and understand any new rules we've adopted.  NOTE:  Aside from these Draft-related issues, there are no new rules for the 1999 season.  Make sure you read all the following issues, though – we won't be going over them prior to the Draft!!!!
Lunch Arrangements.  In the past we've spent a good deal of time prior to the Draft passing around menus and putting together lunch orders.  In the future, we'll ask all owners to submit their lunch orders prior to Draft Day along with their cuts.  NOTE:  The location of the 1999 Draft seems prohibitive for ordering food, so each owner will be expected to bring their own lunch to the Draft (and please make it something sensible – something that can be eaten fairly neatly at the Draft table and won't require heating, etc). 

Fee Collection.  Typically we spend 10-15 minutes before each Draft collecting checks and cash for the yearly fees.  Starting this year, all fees should be paid upfront with a check that should be mailed in before cuts are due.  See the section on Pre-Season Calendar below for information about sending your check.

Bathroom Breaks.  Let me say in advance, that the following is going to sound very anal retentive (and please pardon the pun), but we've had a huge problem in the past with people leaving the Draft table mid-bid to use the washroom and making us wait until they return for their next bid.  In order to try to reduce the time we spend waiting for active bidders to return from the washroom, we've decided to plan for 15-minute bathroom breaks at the end of selected rounds.  We'll decide as we go along which rounds we'll take breaks after. 

Owners will, of course, be permitted to use the washroom whenever they wish, however, if an owner is in the washroom when it's his turn to bid, we'll wait one minute before considering the owner to be dropping out of the bidding.  Likewise, when bidding ends on a particular player, we will not wait for owners to return to the table before nominating the next player.  HOWEVER, if someone is in the washroom when it is his turn to nominate a player, we WILL wait for him to return, but he will receive a significant fine from the New Kangaroo Court (see Captains Courageous, below).  How significant a fine?  An owner will be fine $1 for each minute an owner makes his co-owners wait while he relieves himself.

The Rotation Draft.  Many owners have expressed concern about the amount of time it takes us to get through the 17-round Reserve List Draft following the auction.  The Executive Committee feels that part of the reason the Rotation Draft seems to take so long is that it comes at the end of a long day, however, they do agree that it can drag at times.  One of the main reasons for delay during the Rotation Draft is that owners sometimes try to select a player who is already owned by another team, and then spend a long time trying to find another player to pick.  From now on, if an owner selects a player who is already owned, he will have one minute to find a replacement pick.  If he can't come up with a second choice within the minute, we'll move on to the next owner and return to the skipped owner after the next two picks. 

It is hoped that these new Draft Day guidelines will streamline the whole process without affecting the pace of the Draft which we've all grown used to over the past several years.

In addition to these hard-and-fast rules, the Executive Committee would like to emphatically request that all owners do the following to help make sure the Draft moves smoothly:

As we move through the Draft and players are drafted or selected in the Rotation Draft, make sure to cross those players off your list of available players.  Keeping your Draft lists current throughout the Draft will help ensure that we reduce the number of times that owners try to select players who are already owned.

Come to the Draft with a substantial list of minor league players you'd like to select – of course no one is required to select any minor leaguers (just ask the DoorMatts), but given the number of major league players available and the number of players we'll need to fill out our rosters, it's a given that we'll be selecting a significant number of minor leaguers.  If everyone comes prepared with a list of prospects, it will reduce the amount of time we have to wait during those late Reserve List rounds.

Finally, we also decided that we would once again play Draft Day Poker during the draft.  We did this last year – everyone who wanted to participate put $5 in the pot and then received a playing card for each player they drafted.  At the end of the Draft, the owner with the best poker hand wins the pot.

Pre-Season Calendar

Along with Draft Day, here’s a list of other important dates you should know:


Roster cut sheets will be mailed out


Monday March 15


You should mail your roster cuts back

Tuesday March 23 (unless you really trust US Postal Service)

Roster Freeze Day (if cuts sent by e-mail)

Wednesday March 24


Roster Freeze Day (roster cuts due back)

Friday March 26


List of Keepers mailed out



Monday March 29


Draft Day





Saturday April 3


NL Opening Day (one game – COL vs SD)

Sunday April 4

A couple things to note:  the March 23 date for getting your cuts in the mail is just a suggestion.  I know that when I send stuff to people in the league, sometimes they get it the next day, sometimes it takes three days.  When you mail your cuts is up to you, but you’d better make sure I have them by March 26.

In the interests of fairness, I will not be accepting cuts over the phone or by fax.  It’s not fair for most of the league to finalize their cuts on Tuesday so they can get them in the mail, and then have someone else call their cuts in on Friday, thereby giving them an extra couple of days to make their decisions.  For the same reason there is a different due date for submitting cuts via e-mail.

On a personal note, I'd GREATLY appreciate it if cuts could be submitted PRIOR to the scheduled deadline.  The scheduled due date for cuts (March 26) is also the date Michelle and I are scheduled to be closing on our new house, so I have a feeling I'll be exceedingly busy that whole weekend.  Any work I can get done prior to March 26 will make it more likely I'll get the list of keepers mailed out on Monday.

Also, please remember that you'll be required to send a check to cover all your expenses along with your cuts.  I'll send reminders in future mailings, but if you want to get it out of the way, you can send it now.  


Entrance Fee


$30.00


Salaries/Transactions

$15.00


Banquet/Trophy

$15.00


Stat Service


$10.00


Draft Day Poker (optional)
$  5.00



Subtotal

$75.00


Postage


$18.00 (full report), $12.00 (short report)

Owners who will download reports from internet:


Send a check for either $75 or $70, depending on if you want to participate in Draft Day Poker

Owners who want full reports sent in the mail:


Send a check for either $93 or $88, depending on if you want to participate in Draft Day Poker

Owners who want short reports sent in the mail:


Send a check for either $87 or $82, depending on if you want to participate in Draft Day Poker

Make checks out to David Mahlan and send them to:

David Mahlan

412 N. Grove

Oak Park, IL  60302

If anyone has questions about any of the dates, deadlines, or policies, please give me a call.

Captains Courageous

Those CFCL owners who make a habit of forgetting which player we're bidding on or trying to nominate a player who's already owned had better watch out.  A revamped Kangaroo Court is headed for Draft Day 1999 and it's not going to stand for any BS.

While the league has been very happy with the performance of the original Captain Kangaroo, Rich Bentel, Rich's natural meekness and reticence caused him to feel slightly uncomfortable with his responsibilities in the Kangaroo Court.  Luckily, David Holian has volunteered to take over the task of ringing up his fellow owners for various Draft Day infractions and suggested that he share the job with Kelly Barone.  The Executive Committee was very enthusiastic about the possibilities offered by this potential pairing, and Barone was equally enthusiastic when offered the position.  

In his acceptance e-mail to the Executive Committee, Barone said "Guys like me and Dave don't give a rat's ass what anyone thinks about us.  In fact, I personally enjoy it when people despise me. Having two people handle it is a very good idea.  If we approach it in a fun manner, and especially if we don't hesitate to ring each other up, I think everyone will be ok with it." 

The fact that Holian immediately fined Barone for using profanity in an official message to the CFCL Co-Commissioners For Life ("And I don't give a rat's ass what he thinks.") should foreshadow the type of interaction we can expect from the new Captains.  They'll be working from the standard set of fines we've used in the past, but I think we can probably count on them to come up with some inventive new ones.

To ensure that things don't get out of hand (there's no use in streamlining Draft Day with a bunch of new rules if we use all the time we've saved to toss around frivolous fines), Rich and I will be keeping an eye on the Captains.  Plus, we've instituted a yearly $10 maximum per owner for Kangaroo Court fines.

1999 CFCL Expansion

News has reached the CFCL front office that not one, but TWO franchises are expecting new additions during the 1999 season.  

Kelly Barone and still-newlywed wife Brenda went straight to work after their wedding ceremony last September and are expecting their first child to arrive this June.

And Rich and Kim Bentel will be welcoming baby #2 at the end of September.  Let's hope for Kim's sake that the Rebels aren't embroiled in a CFCL pennant race this fall or she may be delivering the baby on her own.

Please join me in congratulating the lucky couples!

Expert Opinion

Those owners with internet connections will be able to pick-up some expert drafting tips this weekend.  The League of Alternate Baseball Reality (LABR), the rotisserie experts league sponsored by Baseball America will be broadcasting their AL and NL drafts live via a site on the internet.  In addition to seeing who bids what for whom, there will be running draft commentary by a panel of experts from CBS SportsLine, plus a live chat.

The AL draft is scheduled for Friday March 5 at 4:00 PM Chicago time, and the NL draft is scheduled for Saturday March 6 at 4:00 PM Chicago time.  To check it out, just go to:


http://LABR.commissioner.com

Those of you with AOL can access the Draft by entering AOL Keyword LABR Draft.

Mondo Mondesi

As some of you may have heard, there were rumors going around last month that Dodger OF Raul Mondesi had really beefed up during the off-season (and we're talking beefing up with pizza, not andro).  This lead to some very interesting and entertaining posts to the Fantasy Baseball newsgroup on the internet.  Although reports of Mondesi's weight gain turned out to be exaggerated (he'd put on 30 pounds rather than the 60 reported), I thought I'd pass on the newsgroup thread – each line of asterisks represents the beginning of a new addition to the thread by a different person:

According to Dodger insiders who may or may not be exaggerating, Raul Mondesi reported to the team's informal workouts at Chavez Ravine at 275 pounds, which is 60 pounds more than his listed playing weight.  Eric Young, the Dodger second baseman, said he hasn't seen Mondesi on the scales.  "But I can tell you that he's been eating well," Young said.

****************************************

As of 2:37 EST- up to 281 and has ordered more pancakes.****************************************

7:17 PST- thinking of changing his nickname from Mondi to Mondo.

****************************************

9:15am, Sunday: Mondo seen being forced away from Sizzler Breakfast Bar at gunpoint. Weight up to 291, and counting

****************************************

10:41 am, Sunday:  Mondo the Magnificent is turned away from First Catholic Church of LA, where they were trying to give a Eucharist service.  There just wouldn't have been enough bread for everyone...

****************************************

9:53 PST Sunday...Unexplained apparition on FOX Network "X Files" really Mondo the Magnificant.  Also appeared on a commercial for Goodyear Tires...playing the blimp.

*****************************************

11 pm CST. Mondo gets hungry for a midnight snack. runs over two stray dogs and a Buick in his attempt to get to the local greasy spoon.  Feeling sorry for himself he eats 6 cream pies, three double cheeseburgers and a Diet Coke.   309 pounds.*****************************************

3:30 AM: Bothered ever since he ran over those dogs, Mondo gets out of bed, goes back to the accident site to collect the poor beasts, and heads home to pull out his Chinese cookbook for the recipe on Dog Chow mein.  Weight: 314

*****************************************

4:45 AM:  Wishes he had remembered the Buick.

*****************************************

8:33AM:  A Mondo sighting at Bernie's Bagels, which has to close at 8:37 due to "lack of inventory".  Mondo is seen lumbering down the street, lox hanging from his mouth...  People flee in terror.

*****************************************

9:02AM: Mondo while munching on dougnuts which he got after the bagel shop receives a call from Big Daddy Cecil. Big Daddy while eating his favorite rack of BBQ ribs asks Mondo if he would like to open a fried chicken restuarant. Mondo agrees.  Weight 321*****************************************

10:00 AM  Bob's Big Boy contacts Mondo with a $4.5 million offer to be their spokesman.  Mondo agrees on the condition he get paid in food.  Weight- 325

*****************************************

11:00 a.m. 2/16:  Dodgers announce sale of "Obstructed View" right field bleacher seats.  329 lbs.*****************************************

Hires Tommy Lasorda as personal trainer.  They sit down over a pasta dinner to discuss the workout regimen - weight-330
