Hello, all!  Hope 1999 is treating you well so far.  Pitchers and catchers will be getting ready to report to Arizona and Florida in a few weeks, which is a sure sign that spring is just around the corner.  Another sure sign is that you’ll be hearing from me more and more often over the next several weeks, all leading up to:





Draft Day ’99


We've heard from all the owners, and it looks as though we'll have a full set of 10 teams back for the 1999 season.  We also had almost complete agreement on scheduling the Draft -- the overwhelming (almost unanimous) favorite was Sunday April 4.  Unfortunately, that is also Easter Sunday, so we ended up going with almost everyone's second choice:  Saturday April 3, which is the day before Opening Day. 





Preliminary plans call for the Draft to start around 9:00 AM on Saturday the 3rd and to be held at Rich's new home in Aurora.  More information and directions will be forthcoming as D-Day draws near, but the date seems to be pretty well set. 





Note that we're planning on drafting at Rich's house, not his office.  The old workplace is a little too crowded on Saturdays for us to commandeer an entire conference room, but luckily the Bentel clan has welcomed us with open arms.  





The change in location will require a change in the way we handle some things, most notably, food.  Rich isn't too sure about being able to get food delivered, so he suggest that everyone bring a lunch from home.  We did this a few years ago and it seemed to work well.  Also, like last year, everyone will be responsible for bringing their own drinks.  The league office will provide the standard licorice and pretzel rods.





There will be plenty more Draft Day info coming your way as the date nears.








Roster Changes


COPPERFIELDS trade D Young and J Hamilton to LAMBCHOPS for E Renteria, the Lambchops' 1999 13th Round Rotation Draft Pick, and the DoorMatts' 1999 3rd Round Rotation Draft Pick.





RUFFINS trade J Burnitz and their 1999 6th, 7th, 9th, and 15th Round Rotation Draft Picks to DEM REBELS for their 1999 2nd, 5th, 7th, and 9th Round Rotation Draft Picks.








Disappearing Players


In addition to updating the enclosed rosters to reflect the trades that have been made so far, I also deleted any players that have been lost to the American League during the offseason.  Remember all those players Dem Rebels claimed on winter waivers?  Well, they've already lost 3 of them to the AL.  Here's the detailed list of who was lost:





T Phillips – Meisters			B Ausmus – Dem Rebels


P Konerko – Copperfields		J Bruske – Dem Rebels


K Garcia – Lambchops		C Johnson - FlatFeet


M Portugal – DoorMatts		R Rincon - Ruffins


J Suppan – DoorMatts			B Huskey – Six Packs


J Mabry – Dem Rebels		R Sanchez - Slackers


M Newfield – Dem Rebels		J Hamilton - Lambchops








1999 Keepers


As you're reviewing and fine-tuning your roster for 1999, keep in mind that you'll be able to keep 17 players on roster cut day rather than the usual 15.  This is a result of the larger-than-usual active rosters we adopted last year.








Money


No one objected to the increase of $15 in the yearly fees to pay for the Championship Trophy and banquet costs.  The good news is that it looks like our stat service, Total Quality Stats (TQS), will once again be lowering their prices.  Last year we paid $152 for the whole league.  TQS is currently advertising on their website that they'll be charging only $99 per league this year.  This calculates out to just $10/team as opposed to the $15/team we paid last year and the $19/team we paid our first season.  It's tough to top deflation like that, and it should make the increase in end-of-season fees a little easier to bear.





Remember, in an effort to streamline our Draft Day proceedings, we're asking that everyone pay all their fees upfront when cuts are due.  Here's a breakdown of what the total costs should be:





	Entrance Fee			$30.00


	Salaries/Transactions		$15.00


	Banquet/Trophy		$15.00


	Stat Service			$10.00


		Subtotal		$70.00





	Postage			$18.00 (full report), $12.00 (short report)





Owners who have online access and want to download their reports from the website don't have to pay any postage and will each owe $70 for the whole season.  Owners who want to receive the weekly reports in the mail will each owe $88.00 or $82.00, depending on the report option selected.








