Winter Waivers


First, let me apologize for the fact that this is getting to you a couple days later than planned.  I had wanted to mail it out on Tuesday afternoon, but delays in the mail meant I didn’t get all the cuts on time.  





The players on the attached list were waived by their CFCL teams and are eligible to be claimed in the first round of Winter Waivers.  This first round of waivers will last until NOON on Friday, October 16.  Note that there are more players listed than originally expected – the ForGoetz Me Nots decided they didn’t want to wait until the spring to purge their team of the undesirables, so they cut 10 more players than were required.





NOTE:  You don’t have to wait until Friday to call in your claims.  Since the priority for waiver claims goes in reverse order of the standings, you might want to call in a waiver claim on Tuesday, which will give me time to call you back if someone lower than you in the standings claims the player you wanted.  Either that, or you might want to give a list of 4 or 5 players you want, in the order of preference, in case your first couple of picks don't work out.





Remember, you're allowed to attempt to claim as many players as you like.  If you do claim more than one player, please RANK THEM IN THE ORDER OF PREFERENCE.  This ranking may determine which players you do or don’t get.  For details on what happens if multiple teams claim the same player, see the Constitution.  If you don’t provide an explicit ranking, I’ll assume the order that you name them is the order in which you want them.





All unclaimed players go into the Free Agent Pool for next year's Draft.  Also, remember that if you want to claim a player on waivers, you've got to waive a player on your 27-man roster to make room for him (the ForGoetz Me Nots, of course, can claim up to 10 players without having to waive someone since they’ve only got 17 players).  All the waived players will go through the second round of waivers.





Take a good look at the list, particularly you rebuilding teams – there’s a lot of good talent and cheap potential out available.  The salary and contract status that the player will receive if he is claimed is listed.  W contract players will become D contracts on Draft Day, minor leaguers will keep their M contract status until they are called up to the majors.  The fact that lower salaried players will not be bumped up to .10 means there may be some hidden bargains out there.





Last year, the DoorMatts claimed Bill Mueller (.03 - .294, 9 HR, 59 RBI), the Ruffins claimed minor leaguers Derek Gibson and Aaron Boone (.02M - .282, 2 HR, 28 RBI, 6 SB), and the Copperfields claimed Donovan Osborne (.02 – 4.09, 5 W).





To further inspire you to take things seriously, take a look at these players who all went unclaimed in the first round of winter waivers last year:





Player		Sal	1998 Stats  �
Player		Sal	1998 Stats�
�
C Floyd	.13	.282, 22 , 90 , 27�
O Daal		.05	2.88, 1.21, 8 W�
�
M Leiter	.01	3.55, 1.29, 7 W, 23 S�
J Lima		.10	3.70, 1.12, 16 W�
�
B Brown	.03	.291, 14 HR, 48 RBI�
R Rincon	.05	2.91, 1.22, 14 S�
�
S Bergman	.03	3.72, 1.31, 12 W�
P Harnisch	.01	3.14, 1.15, 14 W�
�
S Trachsel	.10	15 W�
A Boone	.02M	.282, 2 HR, 28 RBI, 6 SB�
�



Most of these players were very low priced.  I can’t imagine why some of them weren’t claimed.  I would imagine there’s plenty of value out there this year as well.  If you’re willing to look for it.





Awards Banquet


The date of the banquet has definitely been set for Saturday, October 17.  The time and place are yet to be determined, but figure for it to start around 6:00 or 7:00.  We’re considering having the banquet at Aurillio’s a pizza place near the office where we had the draft.  We’ve got a starting fund of $50 which was collected on Draft Day, but depending on the turn out, we may need everyone to kick in some extra $$.  If this is a problem for anyone, let me know.  Right now, I’ve got positive confirmations from the Copperfields, Ruffins, Rebels, Meisters, Slackers, and Six Packs.  The Lambchops are possible, and the ForGoetz Me Nots and DoorMatts are doubtful.  The FlatFeet will be sunning themselves in Florida (I admire his ambition, but hell, that boy’s four months early for spring training).





For those of you who aren’t definite yet -- since I may not send out another mailing between now and the 17th, if you’re planning on coming, LET ME KNOW NOW.  That way I can keep you posted on the location etc.  








Next Year’s Keepers


The current plan is to allow each team to keep 17 players going into the Draft next year (as opposed to 15 in previous years).  This is being done because we’re planning on keeping the same 27-man active roster setup we used last year.








Newsstand


Here’s a free hint for you – if you’re one of those owners who is always searching for last year’s stats every February, pick up the next issue of Baseball Weekly (on sale Oct. 14 – 20).  They’ll have full stats for every player who played in the NL last year , including games played by position so you can see where everyone qualifies for next year.  If you’re reading this before Oct 14, run out and buy the previous week’s issue as well – it’s got all the AL stats so you’ll be prepared when players come over during the winter.





Also, I noticed on the way to work today that Sports Illustrated has put out a commemorative issue on the 1998 HR race.  Looks very nice.








