Well, another season’s in the books.  Thanks to everyone for making the races interesting.  Since half the league has access to the stats on the WWW, it doesn’t make sense to try to keep the final standings a secret until the banquet, so the full report is enclosed.





Congratulations to the man who once described himself as “the longest standing CFCL owner who hasn’t won squat.”  Well all that’s changed as the CFCL crowns David Holian and his Ruffins its 1998 Champion.  The Ruffins were able to withstand a late-season charge by the Copperfields and survive a rash of injuries to finish first in what will be remembered as one of the closest and most exciting races in CFCL history.





How close was it?  The Ruffins held a 2-point lead going into the final game of the season, the regular season playoff game between the Cubs and Giants.  Steve Trachsel's win for the Cubs moved the ForGoetz Me Nots into a tie with the Ruffins in that category, costing them half a point.  The Ruffins didn't have any players with either the Cubs or Giants, but the Copperfields had three.  If the Copperfield trio of Stan Javier, Brian Johnson, and Glenallen Hill could have combined for 2 HR, the Copperfields would have passed the Ruffins in HR and moved a half a point ahead of the Ruffins to steal the Championship.  As it was, the trio went hitless and the Ruffins held on for their first CFCL Championship.





The Lambchops finished a solid third, and Da Paul Meisters completed the money spots with their 4th place finish.  The race for 5th place and the #1 Rotation Draft Pick in 1999 went neck-and-neck, with the FlatFeet just edging six place Dem Rebels by half a point.  A couple extra wins by Rebel pitchers or a few more Lambchop HRs would have pushed the Rebels up past the FlatFeet.





Perhaps the closest race of all was at the bottom of the standings.  The ForGoetz Me Nots were fairly solid in 7th place, but the Slackers and DoorMatts needed two tie breakers to determine who finished in 8th.  Each team topped the other in 4 categories, so it was determined by tripling the number of IP for each team and adding that teams AB total.  By virtue of an additional 398 ABs, the expansion Slackers just edged the DoorMatts for 8th place honors.  Bringing up the rear were the Six Packs, who once again lived up to their tradition of dismantling their team as soon as it’s clear they don’t have a shot at first place.  They finished in last, but got a good head start on 1999 with some rebuilding trades.





Now that the season’s over, it’s time to start looking forward to the off-season events, and of course, that includes the Annual CFCL Awards Banquet.  Before we deal with the “Banquet” part, we’ve got to cover the “Awards” part:





Awards Ballot


The 1998 CFCL Awards Ballot is enclosed in this mailing.  Please complete it and return it to me by Wednesday October 7.  For each category, vote for three players, assigning point values of 3, 2, and 1.  For example, in Steal of the Year, give 3 points to the player you think was the best bargain in the draft, give 2 points to the second-best value, and 1 point to the third-best value.





NOTE:  The stats printed on the ballot are as of September 26, so there were still two days worth of games to play when I made up the ballot.  I figured it was close enough to give you an idea of who did what.





When you’re filling out the ballot, please only vote for 3 players in each category.  DO NOT vote for 3 hitters AND 3 pitchers!  





Results of the voting will be announced at the Awards Banquet:








Banquet Info


This year’s awards banquet is tentatively scheduled for Saturday October 17.  A place and time has not yet been set, though Game 1 of the World Series is scheduled for that night, so we may aim for 7:00 or so.  





As you'll recall, everyone paid $5 at the Draft to help pay for the banquet, so we've got $50 to use for refreshments.  Part of this will go toward beverages, and we'll use the rest to order pizza or some other foodstuff at the banquet.  It’s also possible, depending on the size of the group, that we’ll go to a restaurant for the celebration.  We've gotten confirmations that the Copperfields and Ruffins can make it, with the Rebels, Slackers, and Meisters also likely.  It looks as though the Lambchops will not be able to join us.  If you haven’t responded yet, please do so on the enclosed ballot.





Banquet Details


	Date:		Saturday, October 17


	Time:		TBD


	Place:		TBD








Winter Waivers -- ACTION REQUIRED -- Respond to David


As is always the case this time of year, every CFCL team must trim their roster to 27 players for Winter Waivers.  This year your cuts will be due on Tuesday October 6.





This will allow for a waiver period from the 6th through October 15nd.  Getting the first round over by October 15 will allow me to have 27-man rosters printed up and available at the banquet.  This also means that trade talk will be allowed at the banquet (usually no trading is allowed until after the first round of Winter Waivers).  It seems a waste to have half the league or more together at the same place and not be able to talk trade.





To make your cuts, cross off the players you want to cut on the enclosed roster sheet and mail it back to me:							David Mahlan


							412 N Grove


							Oak Park, IL   60302





When I've got all the cuts, I’ll print up new rosters and a list of all the players who were cut and send them out.  The players who are cut will go through a waiver period that will end at noon on Thursday, October 15.  If you see any players you want in the 130 or so that were cut, call me any time before October 15 and claim the player you want.  When you claim a player, you must also waive a player from your current roster at the same time (so your roster stays at 23 players).  The players who are waived on October 15 will be available in second waiver period, and so on, until no players are claimed in a round.  If this is confusing (and it probably is) give me or Rich a call, or read the Winter Waivers section in the book.





�
Also, when considering your cuts, keep in mind that the salary of all players claimed on Winter Waivers will stay the same, regardless of what it was before.  So, if you're planning on cutting a .02 player, keep in mind that someone might be able to pick up a bargain.





The number of players each team must cut is:


	MEISTERS		  16		COPPERFIELDS	13


	LAMBCHOPS		  13		DOORMATTS		13


	DEM REBELS		  12		FLATFEET		15


	RUFFINS		  12		SIX PACKS		14


	F.GOETZ ME NTS	  15		SLACKERS		11*





*Remember that if you purchased a free agent during the season for more than .24, you've got to keep that player.  If you're willing to pay a huge penalty, you can get rid of the player when we freeze rosters going into the Draft, but for now, you've got to keep him.  This year, there’s only one such player (Randy Johnson) and he’s is marked with an asterisk (*) on the roster sheet.








Players of the Week


The Period 25 Player and Pitcher of the Week are John Oldrud of the Da Paul Meisters and Darryl Kile of Dem Rebels.


Olerud hit an incredible .722 (13/18) last week, including 3 HR and 8 RBI.  Other hitters of note included Mark McGwire (Dem Rebels - 3 HR, 7 RBI), Brad Mueller (DoorMatts - .320, 8 RBI), Jose Guillen (Six Packs - 9 RBI), Jeff Kent (Six Packs - .375, 2 HR, 10 RBI), and Jason Kendall (Lambchops - .400, 3 SB).


Kile made history last week by being the first player ever to be selected Player or Pitcher of the Week while on a Reserve List.  Though the Rebels had him reserved, Kile's stats were too impressive to ignore.  Kile pitched 17 innings and won two games while allowing just a 1.59 ERA and 0.94 Ratio.  Kile's competition included Turk Wendell (DoorMatts - 2 S, 0.00 ERA, 0.50 Ratio in 8 IP), Juan Acevedo (Ruffins - 3 S), Kevin Brown (Lambchops - 2.25 ERA, 0.88 Ratio in 16 IP), Al Leiter (Lambchops - 2 W), Shane Reynolds (Lambchops - 1 W, 1.32 ERA, in 13.7 IP), and Rod Beck (Dem Rebels - 3 S).


The Period 26 Player and Pitcher of the Week are Joe Carter of the Six Packs and Chan Ho Park of the Lambchops.


Carter hit .455 in the final week, slamming 3 HR, driving in 10 runs, and stealing a base.  Other hitters who finished the season with a bang included Karim Garcia (Lambchops – 3 HR, 9 RBI), Mark McGwire (Dem Rebels - .409, 5 HR, 9 RBI), Ray Lankford (Ruffins - .500, 3 SB), Mike Lansing (Ruffins – .533, 3 HR, 7 RBI, 1 SB), Aaron Boone (Ruffins - .412, 9 RBI), Barry Bonds (Slackers - .407, 2 HR, 7 RBI, 2 SB), and Neifi Perez (Slackers – 7 RBI).


Park pitched 14 innings while winning two games and allowing just a 1.93 ERA and 1.21 Ratio.  Other pitchers with terrific final weeks were Ugueth Urbina (Six Packs – 1 W, 2 S), Antonio Alfonseca (Six Packs – 1 W, 1 S), Jeff Shaw (ForGoetz Me Nots – 4 S), Matt Morris (Ruffins – 1 W, 2.08 ERA, 1.08 Ratio in 13 IP), Jesus Sanchez (0.00 ERA 0.78 Ratio in 9 IP), and Juan Acevedo (Ruffins - 3 S)





Player Values - Final Top Ten





 OF Sammy Sosa           ChN   .51


 2B Craig Biggio         Hou   .43


 1B Mark McGwire         StL   .41


 OF Barry Bonds          SF    .40


 3B Vinny Castilla       Col   .37


 OF Vladimir Guerrero    Mon   .34


 OF Moises Alou          Hou   .33


 OF Ray Lankford         StL   .33


 1B Jeff Bagwell         Hou   .33


 3B Chipper Jones        Atl   .33�
 Trevor Hoffman       SD    .36


 Robb Nen             SF    .32


 Jeff Shaw            LA    .30


 Rod Beck             ChN   .30


 Greg Maddux          Atl   .28


 Ugueth Urbina        Mon   .27


 Kevin Brown          SD    .26


 Tom Glavine          Atl   .26


 Al Leiter            NYN   .22


 John Smoltz          Atl   .21�
�






Record Book


The Ruffins put a cap on their Championship season with a truly amazing pitching performance.  As a whole, the team pitched 37 innings last week and finished with a 0.96 ERA and 0.83 Ratio, both of which are new CFCL weekly records.  The old marks were held by the Six Packs (ERA – 1.14) and the Ruffins themselves (Ratio - 0.89).  Both records were over a year old, and the record for Ratio had been the oldest-standing weekly record.  It was set in the first week if the 1997 season.





CAT�
TEAM�
STAT�
PERIOD END�
�
HR�
Copperfields�
20�
9/14/98�
�
RBI�
Ruffins�
68�
4/14/98�
�
SB�
Ruffins�
20�
7/29/97�
�
BA�
ForGoetz Me Nots�
.3593�
6/2/97�
�
W�
Da Paul Meisters�
9�
7/20/98�
�
S�
Ruffins�
9�
6/22/98�
�
ERA�
Ruffins�
0.96�
9/28/98�
�
RAT�
Ruffins�
0.83�
9/28/98�
�



As reported earlier, there were to new season total records set this year.  The new marks are:





RBI:	David’s Ruffins	1134


W:	Da Paul Meisters	  129


