ROSTER CHANGES


9-22	COPPERFIELDS reserve R Springer, activate B Pulsipher from the Reserve List.


9-22	RUFFINS reserve O Daal, activate J Nunnally from the Reserve List.


9-22	RUFFINS reserve D Henry, activate J Sanchez from the Reserve List.





Down To The Wire


In what has become the closest race in CFCL history, the Ruffins and Copperfields look like they’ll go right down to the final out of the season before ending this thing.  With just a single point separating them for most of the last two weeks (only a half a point going into the final week), there are points to be won and lost in every category except RBI.  The Lambchops, in particular will have a huge impact on the Ruffins’ fortunes the rest of the way.





Home Runs


An important category – there could be a two-point swing if the Ruffins catch the Copperfields:


	RUFFINS only 4 HR behind COPPERFIELDS





Stolen Bases


The Ruffins and Copperfields could both potentially lose points here:


	RUFFINS only 4 SB ahead of LAMBCHOPS


	COPPERFIELDS only 4 SB ahead of SIX PACKS





Batting Average


A few extra hits could be incredibly important, as the Ruffins stand to lose a point and the Copperfields are close to gaining one:


	RUFFINS only .0005 ahead of LAMBCHOPS


	COPPERFIELDS only .0008 behind DOORMATTS





Wins


The Copperfields can’t go up or down here, but this is a huge category for the Ruffins.  With a great few days they could catch the DoorMatts, but there’s also just one win separating the Ruffins and two other teams, which means the Ruffins could either gain a point or loose a point and a half.  This one may totally depend on which pitchers get starts in the final games of the season:


RUFFINS 4 W behind DOORMATTS, tied with SLACKERS, 1 ahead of FORGOETZ ME NOTS





Saves


A hot ForGoetz Me Nots bullpen could spell disaster for the Copperfields:


	COPPERFIELDS just 2 S ahead of FORGOETZ ME NOTS





Earned Run Average


Both the Ruffins and Copperfields could pick up a point in this category.


	RUFFINS just 0.04 behind LAMBCHOPS


	COPPERFIELDS just 0.08 behind FLATFEET





�
Ratio


As in batting average, a few extra hits or walks allowed could have a huge impact.  The Copperfields could easily pick up two points, while it’d be even easier for the Ruffins to lose a point.


	COPPERFIELDS just 0.004 behind LAMBCHOPS and DA PAUL MEISTERS


	RUFFINS less than 0.001 ahead of FLATFEET





Tie Breaker


With everything so close, there’s a real possibility that there will be a tie for first place (the final standings projector at TQS predicts that the Ruffins and Copperfields will both finish the season with 65 points).  In this case, there are two levels of tie breakers.  For the first, the relative standings in each category of the two tied teams are compared.  If one of the teams finishes higher than the other in more categories, that team wins.  As of this week, the Ruffins outrank the Copperfields in RBI, SB, S, and ERA; while the Copperfields top the Ruffins in HR, BA, W, and Ratio.  So they’re still dead even.





In this case, the final tie breaker is to multiply each team’s total IP by 3, then add that product to the team’s total AB.  The team with the highest sum is the winner.  Using this week’s numbers, the Ruffins would end up with 11513 and the Copperfields would just beat them out with 11944.  The Copperfields would be declared 1998 CFCL Champs by virtue of an extra 77 AB and 118 IP, which is not all that much over a full season.





Not to be lost in the excitement of the race for first place, it should be noted that the FLATFEET and DEM REBELS are locked in a dead heat for 5th place.  The HR, ERA, and RATIO categories will decide who ends up with the #1 Rotation Draft pick in 1999.





Good luck to everyone, and thanks for making this one of the CFCL’s greatest seasons ever.








Winter Cuts


OK, enough of that pennant race stuff – we’ve got some business-related items to discuss.  The approach of October means it’s time to start thinking about Winter Cuts.  As in previous years, we’ll try to get the first round of Winter Waivers out of the way before the banquet so those of us that show up can partake in trade talks.





Right now, it looks like cuts will be due in by Noon on Tuesday October 6.  I’ll confirm this in next week’s mailing, but start thinking about who you want to keep now.  Remember, you’ll automatically anyone who’s got a B contract on the enclosed roster sheet.





A couple of important notes:


We’ll be cutting down to 27 players instead of 23 this year, since 27 was the size of our active roster during the season.





Assuming we stick with the 27-man active rosters next season, each team will likely be able to keep more than the usual 15 players going into the draft.  The Executive Committee is currently evaluating this, but the final number will probably be no lower than 16 and no higher than 18.





Additional information about Winter Cuts will be in next week’s mailing.








Awards


Also in next week’s mailing will be the 1998 CFCL Awards Ballot.  This will have the usual categories for you to vote on, plus the four write-in categories:  MVP, Cy Young, Rookie of the Year, and CFCL Owner of the Year.








Banquet


And speaking of awards, it’s also time to start looking for dates for the end-of-season Awards Banquet.  The Executive Committee is currently trying to sort out schedules, so if you have any weekend dates that will be particularly good or bad, let one of us know ASAP.  As always, we’ll be shooting for a Saturday or Sunday evening (hopefully during a playoff or World Series game featuring you-know-who).  If we need to, we can also consider a Friday evening.





PLEASE let us know when you’re available.








Players of the Week


The Period 24 Player and Pitcher of the Week are Jeromy Burnitz of the David's Ruffins and Ugueth Urbina of the Six Packs.


Burnitz won his second Player of the Week award by hitting .333 with 5 HR and 12 RBI last week.  Other productive hitters were Jeff Bagwell (Ruffins - .520, 10 RBI), Craig Biggio (Ruffins - .393, 3 SB), Cliff Floyd (Copperfields - .458, 3 HR, 7 RBI), Vinnie Castilla (Copperfields - 9 RBI), Sean Casey (Copperfields - 3 HR, 8 RBI), Tony Batista (Copperfields - 3 HR), Sammy Sosa (Lambchops - 4 HR, 8 RBI), Gary Gaetti (FlatFeet - 8 RBI), Reggie Sanders (DoorMatts - 3 SB), Gerald Williams (DoorMatts - .467, 3 HR), Mike Piazza (DoorMatts - .423, 8 RBI), Brian McRae (Slackers - 8 RBI), and Bret Boone (8 RBI).


Urbina, the first Six Pack to be honored this year, performed the rare pitching feat of contributing in all four categories.  He pitched 5.7 innings with a 0.00 ERA and 0.71 Ratio, which netted him 1 Win and 4 Saves.  Other outstanding pitchers were John Franco (DoorMatts - 4 S), Kent Merker (DoorMatts - 2 W), Jeff Shaw (ForGoetz Me Nots - 3 S), Pete Harnisch (ForGoetz Me Nots - 1W, 1.93 ERA, 0.86 Ratio in 14 IP), Sterling Hitchcock (ForGoetz Me Nots - 1 W, 1.35 ERA, 1.05 Ratio in 13.3 IP), Paul Byrd (ForGoetz Me Nots - 2 W), Rod Beck (Rebels - 2 W, 2 S), Carlos Perez (Lambchops - 2 W, 1.50 ERA, 0.94 Ratio in 18 IP), Kerry Ligtenberg (Lambchops - 3 S), Trevor Hoffman (Copperfields - 4 S), Dustin Hermanson (Copperfields - 1 W, 1.29 ERA, 0.86 Ratio in 14 IP), and Juan Acevedo (Ruffins - 3 S).





Owners on the Move


We’ve had two owners relocate their home offices recently.  New addresses and phone numbers are on the enclosed directory for Dem Rebels and the Six Packs.





�
Record Book


No weekly records were broken last week.  





CAT�
TEAM�
STAT�
PERIOD END�
�
HR�
Copperfields�
20�
9/14/98�
�
RBI�
Ruffins�
68�
4/14/98�
�
SB�
Ruffins�
20�
7/29/97�
�
BA�
ForGoetz Me Nots�
.3593�
6/2/97�
�
W�
Da Paul Meisters�
9�
7/20/98�
�
S�
Ruffins�
9�
6/22/98�
�
ERA�
Six Packs�
1.14�
7/14/97�
�
RAT�
Ruffins�
0.885�
4/7/97�
�



Here’s an update on the status of some of the single-season records:





Congratulations to the Ruffins, who have broken the single-season record for RBIs (1082) set by the 1996 Copperfields.





Congratulations to Da Paul Meisters, who have established a new single-season record for Wins!  They broke the old mark of 119, set by the 1984 Fred’s Friars in the CFCL’s inaugural season.





Following are the CFCL single-season records which are safe this year:





BA		.293	1994 Da Paul Meisters


SB		312	1988 Bald Eagles


ERA		2.83	1985 Mudville Sluggers


RATIO		1.15	1992 David’s Copperfields


S			116	1984 ForGoetz Me Nots





Off. Pts.		39	1996 Dem Rebels


Pit. Pts.		40	1997 David’s Copperfields


Tot. Pts.		74	1997 David’s Copperfields





