Hello, all!  Hope 1998 is treating you well so far.  Pitchers and catchers are getting ready to report to Arizona and Florida, which is a sure sign that spring is just around the corner.  Another sure sign is that you’ll be hearing from me more and more often over the next several weeks, all leading up to:





Draft Day ’98


Over half the league responded to our request for input on when to schedule this year’s Draft, and the overwhelming (unanimous) favorite was Sunday March 29.  This is the weekend before Opening Day (Tuesday, March 31).  The Draft will most likely be scheduled to start around 9:30 on Sunday morning, and barring any unforseen conflicts, we're planning on using a conference room at Rich's office in Lombard as our Draft Headquarters.  More information will be forthcoming as D-Day approaches, but it looks like the date is pretty well set. 





Since we’re reserving a spot in Rich’s office for the Draft, it’s important that we set a date and stick to it.  Owners who didn't respond to our earlier requests for input on the date of Draft Day are encouraged to contact David (312-507-3995, 708-383-4505) ASAP if this date will be absolutely impossible.








Online Greetings


Welcome to those of you who requested that you receive the league reports and rosters via e-mail rather than through regular mail.  This is the first report to be sent out in this format, so let me know if there are any problems.





If you had requested an e-mail version of the reports and rosters, but got a paper copy instead, it’s because you never got back to me about what format you wanted the files in – please let me know ASAP so I can get things set up before the season starts.  If you want to try the different formats out, you can download report and roster files from the Download Center at the web site.








Internet Award


Speaking of the league web site, we won an award.  John Mosey has named the CFCL Internet Headquarters (http://members.aol.com/dmahlan/index.html) a “Must-See Site.”  John Mosey runs a web site devoted to Fantasy Baseball and gives out the Must-See Site awards to those web sites he feels “go above and beyond the regular levels for content, layout, creativity, and ideas.”  We’ll now be listed on his web site with the other award-winning sites, plus we get to display this award on our web page:  


�








Stat Service


Our web page at Total Quality Stats has already been set up and we’re all set for 1998.  The page is at:   http://www.tqstats.com/_baseball/_leagues/_cfcl/index.pl





There is again a league message board on the page for owners to post messages to each other.  This year, however, a password is required to post a message on the board.  Eventually each team will have their own password, but for now the password for all teams is CFCL1998.  If you have the opportunity to drop by, be sure to post a message to let us know you were there.





Money


Speaking of the stat service, I’ve got some very good news about the cost.  Last year, you’ll recall that we paid $24 per team for the entire season, with the promise that the fee would drop to $19 per team for the second season and beyond.





Well, I’m happy to report that TQS has done even better than promised.  The deal for this year is that they charge you only for the first eight teams in your league ($19 each), and there is no charge at all for the remaining teams.  This calculates out to only $14 per team – a full $10 less per team than last year, and $5 less per team than we were expecting.  Overall, it means we’re getting a whopping $112 discount off of last year’s prices.





Since we know the final amount we owe and we’ve already got our web page set up, we may as well go ahead and pay our bill.  Please send me a check for $14 made out to David Mahlan as soon as you can, then I’ll send a check to TQS to cover the full amount.  Send your check to:


	David Mahlan


	412 N. Grove


	Oak Park, IL  60302





NOTE:	If you want to be really efficient, you can also include the payment for the postage fee ($18 to receive the full weekly report via US Mail, $12 to get just the standings and roster changes).  Doing so will mean you and I will be all square in terms of money, and you’ll just need to deal with payments to Rich at the Draft.  Obviously, if you’re going to be getting your reports via e-mail, you don’t owe anything for postage.





	For example, if you send me a check for $32, you’ll be all covered for the stat service and for postage for full reports all season and through the off-season.





The X-Files


According to the official league records, the following players are eligible to be signed to X-Year contracts this spring:


	E Renteria (Lambchops)


	A Jones (Ruffins)


	S Rolen (Ruffins)


	Al Benes (Ruffins)


	B Wagner (Ruffins)





If you’ve got X contract-eligible players, see the CFCL Constitution for details about your options for signing these players at roster cut time.





Draft Research


This is yet another reminder that due to an impending baby arrival and a search for a new house, my status for the Draft is extremely uncertain.  Not only may I not be able to attend, but I can’t even guarantee that I’ll be able to compile the draft aids I’ve done in the past.  This means you shouldn’t rely on me for lists of who’s eligible and what positions they qualify at.  In short, I’d highly recommend that everyone do their own homework for the Draft.





New Rotisserie League Book Available


The 1998 Edition of Rotisserie League Baseball was released last week, and it is something of a departure from previous editions.  Glen Waggoner has handed over the publishing duties to fantasy league magnate John Benson, which is actually pretty scary.  Rotisserie League Baseball has finally caught up with the real thing -- it's now just a big business.  Gone is almost all mention of those fun-loving guys who founded the Rotisserie League.  Now, in addition to the ads for Roti-Stats and the Rotisserie League Baseball Association that have peppered the last several editions of the book, each chapter ends with "And be sure to buy Rotisserie League Baseball: Playing for Blood, by John Benson," or "The only way you can survive the draft is to buy John Benson’s Draft Software."  Ok, these aren't direct quotes -- but if you call John Benson's 1-900 number he'd be glad to give you some direct quotes (for $2.49/minute). 





If you can ignore the blatant advertising and oppressive self-promotion (Benson is great for reminding you how brilliant he is), the book actually looks pretty good. For the first time in several years, I can recommend the book to CFCL owners. Darren and Steve may find it particularly helpful, as there are significant chapters on strategy, major and minor league player evaluations, and gives a pretty good overview of what it’s like to play the game.  





Aside from one significant change, the Constitution appears to be the same as last year.  The change was made to deal with the growth of the National League from 14 to 16 teams.  In brief, a standard NL-only league is now supposed to have 12 teams with 40-man rosters (25 active, 15 reserve).  The two additional players on the active roster are supposed to be a pitcher and a hitter (utility).  In addition, the Draft Day budget is raised to $2.80 per team.  





The Executive Committee is currently debating whether to adopt the new roster structure.  If you have any input on the issue, contact one of the EC members (Eric, Rich, David M).





If you’re looking for the book, it should be available at Crown and most other large bookstores.  Here are the details:  Rotisserie League Baseball - 1998; Bill Gray, Executive Editor; Diamond Library, Publisher; $14.95 ($13.46 at Crown).





Minor League Keepers


The Executive Committee has voted to adopt a new rule regarding the number of M contract (minor league) players you can keep on your Reserve List going in to the Draft.  Previously, you were allowed to keep only 3 M contract players when you submitted your cuts before Draft Day.  The new rule is as follows:





Each team may keep unlimited M contract players on their Reserve List going into the Draft each season.  A team can keep 4 such players on their Reserve List without penalty.  These players are in addition to the 15 major league players you may keep, and their salaries do NOT count against your $2.60 spending limit.  





If a team chooses to keep more than 4 M contract players on their Reserve List entering the Draft, they may do so, but every player over 4 counts against the limit of 15 major league players they keep.  Again, their salaries do NOT count against the $2.60 spending limit.





For example, a team can keep 6 M contract player on their Reserve List at roster cut time.  Doing so would have the following consequences for the team:


They would be allowed to protect only 13 major league players





They would have only 11 spots to fill in the Rotation Draft for the 17-man Reserve List





If you’ve got any questions about this new rule, contact any member of the Executi
