ROSTER CHANGES

9-23	COPPERFIELDS call D Lewis (.20) from the Free Agent Pool, reserve V Guerrero, waive F Castillo (waive period ends 9-30).

9-23	SIX PACKS reserve K Polchovich, activate L Lopez from the Reserve List.



And Now, The End Is Near …

That’s right, another CFCL season is drawing to a close.  This will be the last transaction report of the year, since the season ends on Sunday (unless someone wants to claim Frank Castillo on waivers).



So what happens next?  Well, you should immediately start thinking about your winter cuts.  Hopefully our plans will be set enough by next week that I’ll be able to send out details about cutting down for the winter.  In general, though, remember that you’ll need to cut your roster down to 23 players sometime in the next couple weeks.  We’ll try to set the deadline for cuts so we can have the first round of waivers over by the time of the banquet.



Speaking of the banquet we still haven’t set a time or place.  If you haven’t done so yet, please let me know if any weekends in October are better or worse for you.  At this time, the most likely dates seem to be Sat. Oct. 18 (World Series Game 1), Sat. Oct. 25 (WS Game 6), Sun. Oct. 26 (WS Game 7), and Sun. Oct 19 (WS Game 2).  All games start at 6:45, so we’d probably schedule the banquet to start around 6:00 or 6:30.  If you’ve got a preference about any of these dates, let me know soon (708/383-4505).



Also coming soon to your mailbox, the 1997 CFCL Awards Ballot – start thinking about your candidates for MVP, Cy Young, Rookie of the Year, GM of the Year, etc.





The Incredible Changing Realignment Plan

No sooner did I send out last week’s announcement about a realignment draft, when some issues were raised about the plan.  The upshot is that the realignment draft plan, while still under consideration, is by no means set in stone.  We’re looking at some other plans as well, and hope to have a decision soon.  Stay tuned for further developments.





Player Values - Top Ten



Walker       Larry    Col    $52.88

Bagwell      Jeff     Hou    $39.88

Galarraga    Andres   Col    $39.17

Piazza       Mike     LA     $36.61

Bonds        Barry    SF     $35.71

Gwynn        Tony     SD     $32.92

Mondesi      Raul     LA     $32.47

Biggio       Craig    Hou    $31.98

Castilla     Vinny    Col    $30.65

Lankford     Ray      StL    $30.42�Shaw         Jeff     Cin   $40.91

Hoffman      Trevor   SD    $37.36

Beck         Rod      SF    $37.12

Franco       John     NYN   $35.57

Nen          Robb     Fla   $33.47

Wohlers      Mark     Atl   $30.80

Eckersley    Dennis   StL   $30.29

Worrell      Todd     LA    $27.27

Martinez     Pedro    Mon   $26.65

Maddux       Greg     Atl   $26.42��



�Record Book

Both the Ruffins and Lambchops tied the old mark of 16 HR in a week, and the Rebels came just one RBI shy of tying the Ruffins’ record of 60.  Although there’s less than a week left, there’s still a good chance of topping the weekly marks in BA, ERA, and Ratio:



CAT�TEAM�STAT�PERIOD END��HR�Ruffins�Ruffins�Lambchops�16�7/7/97�9/22/97�9/22/97��RBI�Ruffins�60�9/1/97��SB�Ruffins�20�7/29/97��BA�ForGoetz Me Nots�.3593�6/2/97��W�Copperfields�FlatFeet�Dem Rebels�Copperfields�7�4/21/97�7/7/97

8/4/97�9/8/97��S�Ruffins

Ruffins

Da Paul Meisters�7�4/7/97�5/19/97�5/26/97��ERA�Six Packs�1.14�7/14/97��RAT�Ruffins�0.885�4/7/97��



The 99 Reasons Continued

with Thomas Boswell’s 99 Reasons Why Baseball Is Better Than Football:



61.	The NFL keeps changing the most basic rules.  Most blocking now would have been illegal use of the hands in Jim Parker’s time.  How do we compare eras when the sport never stays the same?  Pretty soon, intentional grounding will be legalized to protect the quarterback.

71.	A typical baseball game has 9 runs, more than 250 pitches, and about 80 completed plays – hits, walks, outs – in 2 and a half hours.  A typical football game has about 5 touchdowns, a couple field goals and fewer than 150 plays, perhaps 20 or 25 resulting in a gain or loss of more than 10 yards.  Baseball has more scoring, more serious scoring threats, and more meaningful action plays.

72.	Baseball has no clock.  Yes, you were waiting for that.  The comeback from three or more scores behind is far more common in baseball than football.

73.	The majority of players on a football field in any game are lost and unaccountable in the middle of pileups.  Confusion hides a multitude of sins.  Every baseball player’s performance and contribution are measured and recorded in every game.

79.	Nothing in baseball is as boring as the four hours of ABC’s Monday Night Football.

80.	Blowhard coach Buddy Ryan, who once gave himself a grade of A+ for his handling of the Eagles.  “ Didn’t make any mistakes,” he explained.  His 5-10-1 team was 7-9 the year before he came.

89.	Football is played best full of adrenaline and anger.  Moderation seldom finds a place.  Almost every act of baseball is a blending of effort and control; too much of either is fatal.

90.	Football’s real problem is not that it glorifies violence, though it does, but that it offers on successful alternative to violence.  In baseball, there is a choice of methods:  the change-up or the knuckleball, the bunt or the hit-and-run.






